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THE master plan for Peterlee has now been presented 
to the Development Corporation and in an issued state- 
ment Lord Beveridge, chairman of the Corporation, 
states that for the further stages which follow from its 
adoption it has been decided to make a change of organisa- 
tion whereby the architect-planner, Mr. B. Lubetkin, 
becomes a consultant instead of being employed on a 
full-time basis. Lord Beveridge adds that the master 


plan reflects great credit on all who have worked on it. 158 


THE General Election manifestoes of the Labour 
Party and the Conservative Party have now been 
published, and extracts are given from each relative to 
matters affecting the building and allied industries. 159 

THE Local Government Manpower Committee set up 
a year ago has now published its first report, and its 
recommendations regarding new procedure for house 
building include one which states that prior submission 
of house plans will be dispensed with if plans are prepared 
by, and will be carried out under, the advice of a qualified 
architect, provided the standards conform with the 
relevant housing manuals. : 171 

SPEAKING at the annual meeting of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers on January 26, 

Mr. Norman Longley, the retiring President, said that 
whatever the colour of the next Government the Federa- 
tion would ask it to reduce interference with the industry 
and to give greater scope for the building of houses for 
owner-occupation. 172 

CRITICISM of the Town and Country Planning Act, 
on the grounds that it was causing great strain and 
concern to architects and surveyors was made by Mr. 
Leonard Blausten at the annual dinner of the Faculties 
of Architects and Surveyors in London on January 26. 175 

A CORRESPONDENT makes the point that under 
the Housing Act, 1949, restrictions on the selling price 
of post-1939 houses will apply until December 20, 1953, 

-—a point, he suggests, which is recognised by few house- 
owners. 175 

SPEAKING at the annual luncheon of the Federation of 
Clinker Block Manufacturers on January 24, Mr. R. 
Fitzmaurice said that as the result of research a 
first class aggregate for clinker blocks had been developed, 
and he was convinced there was infinite scope for the use 
of these blocks in modern constructional work. 175 

DETAILS of a process by which wood-waste 
boards can be produced in continuous lengths have been 
given by Mr. William J. Fischbein at a conference in 

Vassachusetts arranged by the North-Eastern Wood 
Utilisation Council of America. 176 

APPLICATIONS are being invited for the Welfare Fund 
Scholarships of the Building Apprenticeship and Training 
Council. Selected candidates will be required to furnish 
a written undertaking that they will on completion of the 
course take up a position in the building industry as 
distinct from the professions. 177 

THE rates of wages in the building industry given in 
this issue of “‘ The. Builder” show the new rates which 
come into operation on Monday, February 6. 178 


THE PARTIES AND HOUSING 


IS it still necessary that the greater part of that 

section of the population which requires homes be 
housed at the expense of the remainder? If so, how 
great is the subsidised part and to what extent is it entitled 
to rent relief at the expense of its neighbours? Is there 
any longer justification for this part to receive priority 
treatment? These questions are raised by a perusal of the 
election manifestoes of the two principal parties now 
contending for the suffrage of the electorate.* The 
answer which the electorate will give is a matter of concern 
to the building industry. It may be said that in any case 
as many houses will be built as can be built by the available 
resources of the country and that it is a matter of complete 
unconcern to the building industry whether they are built 
for renting to privileged tenants or for a property-owning 
democracy; the building industry will put up the houses 
in either event. The above questions, however, are not 
political only; they are economic. 


Let us try to look at these questions through the eyes of 
an intelligent man-in-the-street-—one, say, who has no 
marked political bias. We shall find that these questions, 
although they relate to only one item out of the many that 
are dealt with in the Party manifestoes, are by no means 
easy to answer, and they raise other questions even more 
difficult. 

The Labour Party election manifesto, explained and to 
some extent amplified by the broadcast from the Leader 
of the Parliamentary Labour Party, is neither informative 
nor particularly inspiring. There is more than a suggestion 
of complacency in the statement that “* since the war more 
than a million new homes have been provided.” Even if 
these million new homes had: been permanent new houses 
the achievement would not have been outstanding; indeed, 





* Those parts of the manifestoes relative to housing, planning, etc., are 
reprinted on page 159. 








YORK FESTIVAL FLATS COMPETITION. Seen above are 

Gordon Toplis, D.S.C., A.R.LB.A. (standing), and Robert Meadows, 

A.R.1.B.A., whose design has been placed first in the York Festival 

Flats Competition. The full award and designs are d on 
pages 166-170. 
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their opponents’ proposal of five years ago, which would 
have far outstripped this figure, was then called ‘‘ chicken 
feed.”” But when one breaks the million down into 
permanent houses (greatly augmented by the production 
of private enterprise, working under the severest restrictions 
and controls), temporary houses and “units of accom- 
modation ” which are in many cases a travesty of homes, 
the resultant figures are not such as would justify any 
Government being complacent. Considering the extent 
of the task and the potentialities of the industry at his 
disposal, Mr. Bevan’s housing administration has been 
one of the failures of the Labour Government. 

Lacking fuller and better particulars in that part of the 
manifesto which deals particularly with the housing 
problem, one is left to assume that the policy of the Labour 
Party is “‘ the mixture as before.” If, however, one tries to 
glean, from other parts of the manifesto, what the policy 
of the Party may be, one is still left in considerable doubt. 
True, it is not suggested that the building industry should 
be nationalised yet ! There are more succulent dishes upon 
the table; but one cannot resist the feeling that an industry, 
the bulk of whose product is ordered by a single consumer, 
public authority, must sooner or later become ripe fruit 
for those whose main industrial policy is nationalisation, 
municipalisation, mutualisation or what you will. Such an 
industry, evenly distributed as it is over the country in 
units graded to local needs, and whose capital needs (com- 
pared with its output) are almost negligible, is in grave 
danger of nationalisation. Continuation of the policy of 
making the local authorities the main instrument for the 
provision of houses will increase the danger to the industry. 
Will it provide the houses in greater numbers, more 
efficiently, or more cheaply ? 

The Conservative Party, in their manifesto, while appre- 
ciating the part that must rightly be played by local authori- 
ties in attacking slums and overcrowding, state their 
intention to help all those who wish to own a house of their 
own. A true property-owning democracy must be based 
upon the wide distribution of private property, not upon 
its absorption in the State machine. They recall that before 
the war, under free enterprise with a Conservative Govern- 
ment, the nation was getting one thousand new houses every 
day. 

To the man-in-the-street there is a touch of reality, a 
sense of keeping our feet on the ground and our eye on the 
cash register, in the Conservative Party’s approach to the 
economics of housing. States the manifesto: ‘* House- 
building is now costing three times as much as it did before 
the war. We cannot believe that this is the last word in 
modern planning.” Therefore ‘“‘ we shall revive the 
confidence of the house-building industry and greatly widen 
the scope for the independent builder. The restrictive 
licensing system as it applies to house-building should be 
removed, but a limit on the size of houses should be kept. 
Every assistance and encouragement will be given to the 
Building Societies.” In other words a family requiring a 
house will be helped to help themselves. What a pity that 
the Chairman of the Parliamentary Labour Party should 
describe this in his broadcast as giving free reign to the 

jerry builder. 

Let us return to the questions we. asked ourselves above. 
As the Government claim they have housed one million 
families with State assistance (and as a further million were 
similarly housed in the two decades before the war) we have 
surely met the needs of those who have any urgent claim to 
public assistance. The remainder of the community can 
no longer afford to increase their tax burden for this 
purpose; indeed, it is already far too high. In these 
circumstances there should be no question of giving priority 
to subsidised housing. The Labour Party manifesto says 
(not in its housing section) ‘‘ For private and public enter- 
prise to compete fairly and squarely in the public interest 
will be good for both.” Whichever Government’ may be 
returned let them allow the house-building industry to 
compete fairly and squarely and let us have published 
information regarding the real cost of housing, information 
which the present Minister of Health has sedulously kept 
from the public. 
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THE EXPANSION OF PORTSMOUTH 


THE Island of Portsea, occupied by the town of Ports- 
mouth, lying on the eastern side of the harbour, is 
about four miles from north to south and has an average 
width of two miles. The Naval Dockyard occupies the 
western frontage and the remainder is fairly fully occupied, 
having a population of about 200,000, which forms the 
nucleus of an agglomeration on the adjacent mainland 
which contributes another 140,000 to the total. This 
latter includes Havant and Waterlooville to the north-east, 
Cosham (Portsmouth Borough) to the north, with Gosport 
and Fareham to the west, the last named including Port- 
chester and Leigh-on-the-Solent. Nearly a third of the 
workers on Portsea Island live in the above-mentioned 
adjacent areas. 

Portsmouth, as might be expected, suffered severely 
during the late war and lost 7,000 dwellings; its housing 
problems were; moreover, aggravated by the obsolete 
character of many of the houses before this. Its acquisi- 
tions for rehousing before the war were mainly near 
Cosham, within the borough boundary, but afterwards it 
was found necessary to go further afield and recently, in 
1943, it acquired 1,671 acres at Leigh Park, about two 
miles north of Havant, on which to plan a new “ satellite 
town” to facilitate evacuation from the central districts, 
and some 1,250 houses are under construction there. 

The Hampshire County Council, the planning authority 
for the area, feeling a doubt whether this was the most 
satisfactory solution of the question of the future plan for 
Portsmouth and its ancillary groups, appealed to the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning and was authorised 
to engage a consultant to suggest a comprehensive scheme 
for the Municipal Borough of Gosport, the urban districts 
of Fareham, Havant and Petersfield and the rural districts 
of Petersfield and Droxford. 

In response to this authorisation the County Council 
appointed Mr. Max Lock and his group of specialists to 
deal with the area in question and to prepare a report* 
setting forth the results of their investigations. This report, 
dealing with the future development, having regard for the 
recognised factors influencing this, has now been issued 
and shows material variations from the previous pro- 
gramme. 

It criticises the Leigh Park scheme on the ground that it 
would become a one-class dormitory area rather than a 
fully organised town, and regards it as preferable to expand 
the existing subsidiary centres which already possess 
municipal organisations. The larger housing schemes are 
located at Fareham and Waterlooville with minor ones at 
Leigh, west of Gosport, at Portchester and on the eastern 
side of Portsea Island, while it is suggested that a large 
proportion of the Leigh Park area, some 500 acres, should 
be allocated as sites for the Portsmouth Hospitals, which, it 
is already recognised, must be removed from congested 
positions in the borough. 

The plans in the report define the housing areas and the 
allowance for open space in proximity to them, but do not 
go as far as detailed layout, taking the line that the general 
principles should be accepted before time is spent on 
elaborating detail. The report, does, however, go very 
fully into statistical questions such as transport services 
and other considerations affecting the validity of the 
proposals. The intended main additions to the population 
are as follows: Fareham 16,000, Gosport 12,000, Havant 
and Waterloo 28,000, while at Leigh Park there would be 
some 2,000. The number in Portsmouth itself would be 
reduced by 20,000. For the whole area this would give 
416,000 instead of 378,000. 

The report is well furnished with statistical tables, 
diagrams and estimates of cost. The plans are clearly 
drawn, showing the relative positions of the areas and the 
intended lines of transport. A number of photographic 
and other illustrations indicate the general character of the 
places referred to, but these latter are unnecessarily enlarged, 
rather coarsening their effect. 


* Outline plan for the Portsmouth District. Final Report by the Max Lock 
Planning Group. Published by the Hampshire County Council. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 
Mr. Maufe’s Work at Oxford 


[N vacation time many conferences 
~ are held in Oxford, and of late 
visitors have been struck by the way Mr. 
Edward Maufe, R.A., F.R.I.B.A., is 
beautifying his own college of St. John 
the Baptist in St. Giles. The first post- 
war building to be completed in any 
Oxford college was a new set of rooms 
for St. John’s. These were cleverly 
planned to take the place of some 
Victorian baths and sheds in an unkempt 
corner of the college. 

Mr. Maufe is also responsible for the 
restoration of the Canterbury Quad- 
rangle, the south side of which was begun 
in 1596. This is one of the most beauti- 
ful and most complete quadrangles in 
either Oxford or Cambridge. The north 
and east side were built between 1631 
and 1636 by Archbishop Laud, a former 
president of St. John’s and later Chan- 
cellor of the University, who also added 
the cloister to the west side. No one 
knows who was the architect responsible 
for this unusual design of classical 
cloisters with a Gothic storey above. It 
is sometimes assumed that Inigo Jones 
was the architect, but there is no reliable 
proof. 

Mr. Maufe has taken great care to pre- 
serve all the early Renaissance work 
along the two arcades and the representa- 
tions of the arts and sciences. He has 
also designed a new layout to the Quad- 
rangle itself by the construction of new 
paths of York flagstones with two large 
plots of grass between. The Quadrangle 
is now lighted with simple tubular elec- 
tric lights, giving a particularly happy 
effect at night. 

Mr. Maufe was the donor of the 
figure of St. John the Baptist, the work 
of the late Eric Gill, to be seen above 
the main gateway of the front quadrangle 
of the college. 


I.U.A. Congress, 1950. 


THE theme for the second congress of 
the International Union of Architects to 
be held in Warsaw from September 3-10, 
next, will be “How the Architect is . 
facing up to his new tasks.” Among 
the matters to be dealt with will be () 

general report on the future recon- 
struction of towns destroyed, the re- 
modelling of existing towns and the con- 
struction of new towns. (ii) The theory 
and practice of town planning in archi- 
tecture presented for the following con- 
crete cases: (a) civic centres and centres 
of districts; (b) the dwelling; (c) free 
space; and (d) the techniques of realisa- 
tion. 

There will be a national exhibition 
closely related to the theme of the Con- 
gress and organised by the Union in 
Warsaw at the time of the conference. 
This will provide the necessary illustra- 
tions to the papers and reports. 

The Congress will be directed by a 
committee composed of the President 
and the rapporteurs of each session and 
will be presided over by the President 
of the Congress. 


Visitors from Great Britain. 


Tue British Committee (Carmen. Mr. 
H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, P-P.R.I.B.A.) of 
the 1.U.A. will be responsible for arrang- 
ing for papers dealing with the subjects 
of the conference from Great Britain. 
The congress will be open to individual 
architects in exactly the same way as the 
Com held at Lausanne in 1948. It 
however, felt that owing to ¢urrency 
and other restrictions individual archi- 
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From the A.A. Members’ Exhibition of Photographs. 
FLORENCE. By W. F. MULLINS. 


‘tects may be somewhat nervous in 
undertaking to attend the Congress. The 
President of the International Union, Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie, has, however, given 
an assurance that the committee in Poland 
responsible for organising this conference 
is most anxious to help as far as they 
can with hospitality. It is probable, 
therefore, that the major difficulty, i.e., 
currency, may to some extent be relieved 
by the assistance which the Polish archi- 
tects have so kindly promised. 

It is being made known that it would 
be of the greatest assistance to the British 
Committee if at this stage any architect 
who intends visiting Warsaw in Septem- 
ber would write to the Secretary, British 
Committee, 66, ee, London, 
W.1, without delay so that some pre- 
liminary communication can be sent to 
Poland of the probable position. This 
will also be an advantage in attempting 
to deal with the currency problem as it 
will be essential to give the currency 
authorities some idea of the total demand 
likely to be made in connection with 
the conference. 


A.A. Photographic Exhibition. 


Tue pictorial records of last summer's 
globe-trotting by members of the Archi- 
tectural Association are now on show at 
No. 36, Bedford-square. Despite the re- 
strictions which place limits upon exten- 
sive foreign travel, these members have, 


obviously, not been too greatly hindered. 
Studying some of the photographs depict- 
ing beautiful landscapes bathed in hot 
sunshine was a pleasant experience on a 
bitterly cold January afternoon. 

On seeing this exhibition, one might be 
forgiven for assuming that the A.A. must 
be running a first-rate course in photo- 
graphy. There seems no other way of 
accounting for such an excellent collec- 
tion of pictures. The selection on view 
consists of a mixed bag of subjects rang- 
ing from flower petals to cathedrals and 
besides the high quality of the prints, 
which show that many A.A. members 
know how to use their cameras to the 
best advantage, it is also clear that much 
care has been taken to produce interesting 
studies often from very difficult angles. 

Among some delightful landscape views 
are “ Montreux,” by Malcolm Mitchell; 
“The Cuilc, Pitlochry,” by Alex F. Wat- 
son; and “Saint Niklaus, Nikolaital,” 
and others by Basil Capes. Perhaps one 
of the best architectural studies is the 
work of W. F. Mullins entitled “ Flor- 
ence.” Another by Bernard Cox, which 
shows a wide expanse of architectural 
detail, has, unfortunately, suffered a little 
by enlargement but is, nevertheless, a fine 
shot. 

An exquisite scene provided by sun- 
light breaking through the branches and 
leaves of forest trees is captured by P. J. 
Lord in his picture “* Monks’ Walk.” There 
are also two very fine close-up studies of 
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individual flower blooms .by H.  Oster- 
setzer. Alex F. Watson again is respon- 
sible for a pees shot of a picturesque 
mews in Old Hampstead and for an un- 
usual study of the illuminated statue of 
= George and the Dragon at St. John’s 


ood. 
The exhibition is open until February 17 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


The York Flats Competition. 

THE success of Messrs. Gordon Toplis 
and Robert Meadows, AA.R.I1.B.A. 
in the competition for flats for the York 
Festival, 1951, is the first that these young 
men have had in open competitions. 
Besides being in practice together, both 
are Senior Assistants at the Regent-street 
Polytechnic School of Architecture. The 
merits of their design are not impaired 
by the comparative smallness of the entry. 
Forty-one architects applied for con- 
ditions and 32 submitted designs—a small 
response for an attractive proposal such 
as this. Perhaps the excitement of the 
South Bank Festival competitions drew 
off the rest of the field. Whatever the 
reasons, it has given these young archi- 
tects a chance which they have seized 
with both hands. 


Europe in Photographs. 

A SECOND opportunity to see the col- 
lection of photographs of Europe, by Mr. 
Ralph Deakin, Hon.A.R.1.B.A., recently 
on view at the R.I.B.A., was afforded on 
Monday, when they were displayed at 
a sherry party at Adeline-place, given by 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Kenyon. Mr. 
Deakin would not call himself a photo- 
grapher—he is Foreign Editor of The 
Times—but, in point of fact, it is possible 
that better photographs have not often 
been taken. Considerable technical 


THE BUILDER 


ability (seen, for example, in an interior 
view of a timber Scandinavian church) 
is allied to a sense of composition and a 
journalist’s sense of timing; the sun seems 
always right, the shadows precisely cast, 
the clouds nicely in evidence and sight- 
seers conveniently absent. Some of the 
Scandinavian views vie with the Italian 
pictures, which are superb. The sepia 
tones of the photographs were relieved 
by a small display of Mr. Kenyon’s water- 
colours of Corsica, Majorca and the Cote 
d’Azur which show the architect’s grasp 
of. structure and a discreet sense of 
colour. 


Hedging Our Parks. 


THERE is a growing tendency, we have 
noticed, to regard hedges as the best solu- 
tion to the problem of enclosing parks 
and open spaces which, before the war, 
were protected by iron railings. But are 
they? They will, it is true, serve as pro- 
tective barriers equally as well as iron 
railings. That, however, is not good 
enough for, unlike railings, they not only 
prevent physical entry but obstruct the 
vision, which is not always desirable. 

Dr. Thomas Sharp uttered some sen- 
sible remarks in this connection in his 
recent presidential address to the Institute 
of Landscape Architects. Referring to 
London’s Green Park, along the Piccadilly 
boundary of which a holly hedge has been 
planted, he pointed out that the value of 
the park was almost as great to people 
who could see into it as to those able to 
go into it. The holly hedge, or any other 
similar obstruction, would shut off the 
park from passers-by—the more so if it 
were allowed to grow sufficiently tall to 
keep people out at night. 

Dr. Sharp deplores the use of concrete 
posts spanned by “chicken” wire, but 
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even these, though not always esthetically 
desirable, allow comparatively unbroken 
views of the lawns and trees—welcome 
at any time to those who spend their work- 
ing hours in completely urban surround- 
ings. 

Dr. Sharp also had something to say 
about open squares in the centre of town- 
ships. Places as small and in such busy 
areas as Leicester-square would, he be- 
lieved, be more useful if they were well- 
paved: and left open. In our love of 
grass and flowers we seemed to have 
lost the understanding that a well-paved 
square could be attractive to look upon 
but, he added, we could learn a great 
deal from continental countries in this 
respect. 


Staff Changes at Peterlee. 

THE following statement has been 
issued by Lord Beveridge, chairman of 
the Peterlee and Aycliffe Development 
Corporations : — 

The master plan for Peterlee, whose 
production was delayed for some time 
while discussions on the subject of coal 
were taking place, has now _ been 
presented to the Development Corpora- 
tion. For the further stages which 
follow from its adoption it has been 
decided to make a change of organisation 
whereby the architect-planner becomes a 
consultant instead of being employed on 
a full-time basis. He is Mr. B. Lubetkin, 
and for his work as a consultant he will 
employ such persons as he thinks neces- 
sary. This change will take place at the 
end of March, and the staff affected have 
been duly notified by the Corporation. 

The reorganisation is in no way an 
expression of dissatisfaction with the 
master plan or the work done on it. The 
master plan is, in my considered opinion, 





Estate, Bridlington. 





BESSINGBY ESTATE, BRIDLINGTON. The first block of houses to be completed on the Bessingby Housing 
The layout of the estate and the detailed planning of the houses were the subject of a 
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competition in 1947, the winning design being submitted by Messrs. Culpin and Son, F.R.1:B.A., who are now in 


charge of the work being carried out. 
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a particularly good document, and re- 
flects great credit on all those who have 
worked on it. 

It is hoped that the subsequent de- 
velopment of the town may be sufficiently 
rapid for the services of the great bulk 
of those who have worked on the master 
plan to be called upon either by the 
Corporation or by the consultant. 


The Dorset Downs. 


THE Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has decided to uphold a decision 
of the Dorchester Rural District Council 
refusing permission to extend sand and 
gravel workings at Blaydon, near Portes- 
ham. The site in question is one of the 
most prominent hills in the western part 
of the Dorset Downs, and is crowned by 
the monument to Thomas Masterman 
Hardy, Nelson’s flag captain at the battle 
of Trafalgar. 

This decision, which follows the holding 
of a local inquiry, has been taken on the 
grounds that the damage which the work- 
ings would cause to the appearance of the 
landscape would not be justified. 


A Howard Centenary. 

THE centenary of the birth of Ebenezer 
Howard, “father of the garden cities 
and grandfather of the new towns,” was 
celebrated on January 29. Stockbroker’s 
clerk, farmer and newspaper reporter, 
Howard wrote in 1898, “ Tomorrow: a 
Peaceful Path to Real Reform” (later 
republished as “Garden Cities of To- 
morrow ”), in which he drew up a practi- 
cal plan for a group of slumless, smoke- 
less cities each surrounded by a perma- 
nent belt of open country. Letchworth 
and, later, Welwyn Garden Cities were 
the first fruits of the new ideas which 
Howard propagated in this country and 
abroad and which led to the formation 
in 1913 of the International Federation 
for Housing and Town Planning, of 
which Howard was President for life. 
Knighted in 1927, he died the next year. 


Choosing a Career. 

Or the number of young people to-day 
who wish to make a career in architec- 
ture there will be some who will consider 
it wise to take heed of those who may 
say that there is a danger of the profes- 
sion becoming overcrowded and that, for 
the time being, entry into architecture 
should be slowed down considerably. 
They may, therefore, seek something 
closely allied to architecture, and if this 
is the case they would be well advised 
to obtain a copy of a small booklet, which 
has been issued by the Institute of Quan- 
tity Surveyors, called, “Introducing the 
Quantity Surveyor.” It gives a clear pic- 
ture of the duties of a quantity surveyor, 
offers advice on how to acquire the quali- 
fications necessary for the job and ex- 
plains the opportunities available to the 
successful student. 


N.C.B. Architectural Appointment. 

Tue Northern Division of the National 
Coal Board invite applications for the 
position of Deputy Divisional Architect 
in the Architect’s Department of the 
Durham and Northern (N. and C.) 
Divisional Coal Boards. Salary £1,100 
to £1,600. Details advertised elsewhere 
in this issue. 


Professional Announcements. 

‘Messrs, FAIRWEATHER & JoRDAN announce that 
they have very regretfully decided to dissolve 
partnership, aa to Mr. R. Furneaux Jordan’s 
increased duties at the A-A. School. Mr. George 
Fairweather will continue to practise at 28, 
Wigmore-street, W.1. . 
Messrs, Ove Anup & Partners, consulting 
engineers, announce that from January 26 their 
office is at 8, Fitzroy-street, W.1 (tel. Lang- 
ham 778). 
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COMING EVENTS 
Friday, February 3. 

BIRMINGHAM AND Five Counties ARCHITECTURAL 
AssociATIOn.—Meeting will be held which was to 
have taken place on February 8. Sir Lancelot 
Keay is the speaker. ‘Royal Birmingham 
Society of Artists’ Galleries. 

Monday, February 6. 

R.1.C.8.—‘ Practical Planning Under the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947,” by 
Messrs. B. J. Collins and J. P. Rhys, 
FF.R.LC.S., 12, Great George-street, London, 
S.W.1. 5.0 p.m. 

Society or ENnGingers.—Inaugural meeting at 
which Mr. C. L. Boucher, F.S.E., M.Inst.C.E., 


M.1.Struct.E., will deliver his presidential 
address. Geoiogical Society, Burlington House, 
5.30 p.m. 


W.1. 
: Tuesday, February 7. 

R.I.B.A.—President’s address to students and 
criticism by Mr. E. Maxwell Fry, of the 
students’ designs. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 


6 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 8. 

Town AnD Country PLANNING ASSOCIATION.— 
“The Food Claim,” by Mr. J. F. Phillips, 
assistant general secretary, National Farmers’ 
Union. First of a series of four lectures en- 
titled ‘‘Land Hunger in Britain.” Remaining 
three lectures to be given on February 15, 22, 
and March 1. 28, King-street, W.C.2. 6.15 p.m. 

Lonpon anpD Home Counties BRANCH OF THE 
1.A.A.S.—“ Fire Prevention in Buildings,” by 
Mr. E. S. Hodges, F.LA.S., F.C.1.1. Caxton 
Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. 6 p.m. 

L.M.B CentRAL AREA No. 1.—84th Area 
General Meeting, preceded by luncheon. Derry 
and Tom’s Restaurant, Kensington High-street, 
W.8. 12.45 p.m. 

Thursday, February 9. 

Tue Encineers’ Guitp.—‘ The Organisation 
of the Architectural Profession,” by Mr. Darcy 
Braddell, F.R.I.B.A. 2, Savoy-hill, W.C.2. 6 p.m. 
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FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1850 
Saturday, February 2, 1850. 

REPEAL OF WINDOW AND _ BrRIcK 
Duties.—On Tuesday last a numerous 
deputation, representing various philan- 
thropic, architectural, and_ sanitary 
societies of the metropolis, waited by ap- 
pointment upon the Board of Health, 
and were received by Lord Ashley, Mr. 
Edwin Chadwick, and Dr. Southwood 
Smith; Lord Ashley in the chair. . . 

Mr. C. Gatliff, secretary to the Society 
for Improving the Dwellings of the 
Working Classes, said that the annual 
expenses connected with an adequate 
supply of light, air, and water to the 
buildings they had erected greatly im- 
peded and almost paralysed the opera- 
tions of the society. They were now 
paying upon their institution in St. 
Pancras the sum of £162 16s. in window 
duties, or 1 per cent. per annum upon 
the original outlay; and a fourth of this 
sum arose out of the tax upon the win- 
dows of their water-closets. The 
average rental paid by the society’s 
tenants was 5s. 6d. per week, and the 
window duty deducted from this 74d. 
per week. The occupiers of chambers in 
inns of court paid only 1s. 9d. per win- 
dow, but a private house of 40 windows 
paid at the rate of 7s. for each. 

~” a x 

Lord Ashley, replying, said that they were 
all of the same opinion, and added: ‘‘ You have 
been hitting the right nail on the head; you 
must now drive it home... .” 


AND BUILDING 


The Labour and Conservative Manifestoes 


Te General Election manifestoes of the Labour and of the Conservative Parties 
have now been published. THE BUILDER is not a political paper, unless to hold the 
view that a healthy building industry is vital to any great and virile country is held 


to be political. 


Below are printed those portions of the manifestoes which relate to 


building and the allied trades, while on page 155 appears an objective analysis of the 
rival policies. The Liberal Party's manifesto had not been published at the time Q) 


going to Press.—Editor. 
The Labour Party Manifesto 


“ TIYHE supreme aim that we set before 

the nation is the maintenance of 
full employment.” This statement is 
made in the Labour Party manifesto, pub- 
lished on January 18. From it we 
take the following extracts relative to 
matters affecting the building and allied 
industries : 

The rebuilding of the development 
areas, which has transformed the lives of 
many thousands from destitution to active 
work, will be vigorously continued. To 
aid one of the chief industries in these 
areas, a development council will be 
established for shipbuilding and ship- 
repairing. Labour will take all steps 
necessary to ensure that this great industry 
is never again neglected as it was between 
the wars. 


Need to Lower Costs. 

Unless we continue to increase produc- 
tion, as we have done in the last four 
years, we cannot improve or even main- 
tain our present standard of life; the 
social services cannot advance or even 
survive; and our national freedom and 
independence cannot continue. This is a 
job for every one of us, pulling together. 
Private enterprise must not shelter behind 
price rings and rigged markets. Public 
enterprise must be vigorous, not easy- 
going. Drive, public spirit and initiative 
are required throughout, and from us all. 

There can be no advance without plan- 
ning. Exports must be sold in the right 
markets at the right price, and imports 


arranged according to our needs. Only 
by price control and rationing can fair 
shares of scarce goods be ensured. Only 
control over Capital investment, distribu- 
tion of industry, industrial building and 
foreign exchange can enable us to over- 
come the dollar shortage and build up 
a permanently thriving national economy. 
Yet many Tories still cry “Scrap con- 
trols.” Nothing could be more disastrous. 
Nationalisation Proposals. 

Private enterprise must be set free from 
the stranglehold of restrictive monopolies. 
Labour’s aim is to give a fair chance to 
everybody in industry, above all to. the 
small concerns which have been the most 
ruthlessly exploited by trusts, cartels and 
rings. The less efficient firms will be 
helped to raise themselves to the 
standards of the best... . . The cement 
industry is controlled by a_ tightly 
organised private monopoly which 
allows high profits to be made. Labour 
will convert this essential industry to 
public ownership. 


Agriculture and Water. 

_ A prosperous agriculture is the founda- 
tion of the good life for all our country 
towns and villages. Labour’s aim is to 
improve the amenities of the countryside 
as fast as resources permit. Rural areas 
will continue to enjoy a special provision 
in housing. Every year more out-of-date 
rural homes will be replaced by good 
houses designed for the housewife and, 
wherever possible, grouped together in 
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sociable villages, When the Rent Restric- 
tions Acts are dealt with in the new 
Parliament, the position of tied cottages 
will be reconsidered and the unions con- 
sulted about the best means of giving 
farm workers the security in their homes 
enjoyed by other workers. ’ 
Nationalisation is bringing electricity to 
more homes and farms every year. In 
the next five years more rapid progress 
will be made with rural electrification. 
Far tog many rural houses, farm build- 
ings and fields are still without piped 
water. There is plenty of water—in times 
of flood too much—but not enough in 
pipes. Great progress has been made in 
extending piped supplies since 1945. But 
the work must be speeded up still further 
and the whole organisation for the pur- 
pose improved. Labour therefore pro- 
poses that water supply should become 
a wholly public responsibility so that as 
soon as possible plentiful water will be 
brought into every rural area. There will 
also be an extension of drainage and 
sewerage for country homes and farms. 


Housing Policy. 

Since the war more than a million new 
homes have been provided. Yet in spite 
of this great achievement, the demand 
for new homes is pressing. We must 
move forward until every family has its 
own separate home, and until every slum 
is gone. Rent controls and rent tribunals 
will be continued. The law of leasehold 
will be reformed so as to do justice to 
householders, shopkeepers and business 
men. 

Labour intends to see that the country- 
side is not despoiled, that the fastest 
possible progress is made with the great 
adventure of the new towns, and that 
housing estates are developed into com- 
munities where people can enjoy life to 
the full. 

National parks will be established in 
the fairest parts of Britain. Footpaths 
will be preserved and access to the 
countryside will be secured for all hikers 
and cyclists. There is also need for more 
playing fields for the children, and 
wherever possible these will be provided. 
A holidays council will be established 
to promote more holiday centres with 
reasonably priced accommodation for 
families. 


Role of Local Authorities. 


Labour has honoured the pledge it 
made in 1945 to make social security 
the birthright of every citizen. . . What is 
needed now is not so much new Ilegis- 
lation as the wise development, through 
efficient and economical administration, 
of the services provided by these Acts. 
In this task local authorities have a vital 
rok. The necessity to transfer some 
functions has not reduced the importance 
of local authorities. They are perform- 
ing essential duties, above all in the 
expanded services of housing, education, 
town planning, and health. 


The Conservative Party Manifesto 


TTHE Conservative Party Manifesto 
was published on January 25. From 
this document—entitled ‘This is the 
Road ”—we take the following sections 
which affect the building industry :— 


Incentives to Higher Production. 


The Conservative Party will encourage 
in industry the highest level of efficient 
production and the most. effective 
partnership between owners, executives, 
and operatives. To-day all forms of 
production and distribution are ham- 
pered in a Socialist atmosphere which 
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denies enterprise its reward while mak- 
ing life too easy for the laggards. 
Monopoly and bureaucracy should give 
place to competition and enterprise. All 
enterprises large and small, should have 
a fair field. 

We shall do everything to help the 
trade unions to serve the best interests 
of the nation and their members. The 
foundation of industrial endeavour must 
be good human relationships, not imper- 
sonal control from aloft and afar. 

Rural Conditions—Houses for the 
agricultural population must have the 
necessary priority and subsidies will be 
given to local authorities and individuals 
alike. Reconditioning grants will be 
made available for all rural cottages. As 
supplies of materials improve, recon- 
ditioning will be made compulsory. 

Local schemes for water supplies and 
sewerage should be given the highest 
priority and administrative delays in 
the work should be attacked. The 
countryside deserves its fair share of 
other modern amenities, such as elec- 
tricity and buses. 

Land Use.—Where land is to be 
chosen for building or for the use of the 
fighting services we shall see that the 
overriding test between alternative sites 
is their capacity for agricultural produc- 
tion. 


Social Security. 


We are determined to give a solid base 
of social security below which none shall 
fall and above which each must be en- 
couraged to rise to the utmost limit of 
his ability. We shall encourage instead 
of penalising those who wish to create 
from their own efforts more security for 
themselves and their families. We shall 
foster the ancient virtue of personal 
thrift. 

Property-Owning Democracy. — We 
intend to help all those who wish to own 
a house of their own or a smallholding. 
A true property-owning democracy must 
be based upon the wide distribution of 
private property, not upon its absorption 
in the State machine. 

Housing.—Upon good housing depends 
the health and happiness of every family. 
Before the war, under free enterprise 
with a Conservative Government, the 
nation was getting 1,000 new houses every 
day. The latest Socialist target is 500. 
In fact, the cuts caused by the devaluation 
of the pound have now reduced the hous- 
ing programme to a figure which will 
result in 30,000 fewer houses a year than 
were built in 1931 at the height of the 
world economic crisis. Moreover, house- 
building is now costing three times as 
much as it did before the war. We can- 
not believe that this is the last word in 
modern planning. 

We shall revive the confidence of the 
building industry and greatly widen the 
scope for the independent builder. The 
restrictive licensing system as it applies 
to house building should be removed, but 
a limit on the size of houses should be 


kept. Every assistance and encourage- 
ment will be given to the building 
societies. 


In order to further our aim to help all 
those who wish to have a house of their 
own, local authorities will be stimulated 
to make full use of the Housing and Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Acts. Only five 
per cent. deposit in cash should be re- 
quired for the purchase of a house. 
Certain extra costs, like the recently 
doubled stamp duty, should be abolished. 
Supplies of timber are vital to the whole 
programme. We intend to abolish the 
bulk buying of timber. 
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Houses to Rent.—Local. authorities 
must continue to play their full part in 
providing a wide variety of houses and 
flats for families of every size, including 
smaller dwellings for elderly people. We 
look to local authorities particularly to 
be the spearhead of the attack on over- 
crowding and the slums, which we shall 
resume as soon as possible. Where 
houses are built with the aid of public 
funds or public credit, the necessary 
arrangements will be made to ensure the 
appropriate standards. 

Liberated and, if need be, encouraged 
private enterprise can be relied upon to 
meet part of the need for houses to rent 
if, among future tax reliefs, consideration 
is given to depreciation allowances for 
owners of new houses to rent. Modernisa- 
tion can be encouraged by a more gene- 
rous system of licensing and by granting 
tax allowances to cover the cost of con- 
version. Rent control must continue until 
there is no housing shortage at any given 
level. We shall keep the matter under 
review. 


Development Levy to be Reviewed. 


Town and Country Planning.—We shall 
drastically change the 1947 Act. It has 
been shown by experience to have all the 
defects forecast by Conservatives in 
debate in. Parliament. The present 
machinery is much too cumbersome, too 
rigid, and too slow. Bad planning and 
wrong use of land must, of course, be 
avoided. But we must be careful that in 
seeking to control minor development we 
do not distract attention from the main 
structure of the development plans. We 
shall encourage more elasticity and infor- 
mal consultation. The high level of the 
development charge and the uncertainty 
of its application hamper development. 
The amount of the charge seems to be 
often decided by bargaining and not on 
principle. The incidence of the charge 
must be reviewed. Any such levy must 
be fair to all and should be at such a rate 
that suitable development is not dis- 
couraged. We shall also provide an 
appeal against assessments. 

Education.—Our main objective will be 
to bring into operation the reforms set 
out in our Education Act, 1944. Where 
necessary we intend to adopt simpler 
standards for school building. This will 
help the voluntary schools. 


OBITUARY 


John D. Scott, A.R.I.B.A. 


The death has taken place of Mr. John 
Douglas Scott, A.R.I.B.A., at his home 
in Maida Vale, at the age of 84. He 
received his architectural education at the 
A.A., and in classes in connection with 
the Science and Art Department, South 
Kensington, and later obtained a certi- 
ficate of competency to act as District 
Surveyor. For some years he was chair- 
man of the Practice Standing Committee 
of the R.I.B.A., and an ex-officio member 
of Council. He designed many factories, 
hotels and town and country houses, a 
number of the hotels being for Trust 
Houses, Ltd. He became A.R.I.B.A. as 
long ago as 1890. 


S. D. Clode, L.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Sydney 
Douglas Clode, L.R.I.B.A., at Mon- 
mouth, on January 18. He was 41. On 
leaving school he was articled to the 
Surveyor of Pontypridd Urban Council, 
and later held an architectural appoint- 
ment under the London County Council. 
He was elected a licentiate of the R.I.B.A. 
in 1940. He leaves a widow and 


daughter. 
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BUILDING IN CHALK 
A NEGLECTED MATERIAL 
By J. D. U. Ward 


THE praises of oolite limestone as a 
building material, and of the houses 
in England’s oolite belt, have been sung 
a thousand times, but few have con- 
sidered the chalk lands of England and 
buildings of chalk-stone—the purest kind 
of limestone. The pattern of chalk ona 
geological map is, of course, more compli- 
cated than the pattern of oolite: it is no 
simple belt from Beer Head in Devon 
whose chalkiness is often forgotten) to 
Flamborough Head in Yorkshire. Indeed, 
for many people, chalk means only the 
North and South Downs, the Isle of 
Wight and the Chilterns; entirely forgot- 
ten are the chalk of Yorkshire, Lincoln- 
shire, Norfolk and several other counties. 
Notable examples of both domestic and 
ecclesiastical uses of chalk may be seen 
from the Manor House, Buriton, Hants, 
and Ashdown House, Berks, in the south 
to Buckton Hall (1745), near Flam- 
borough Head in the north,-and from near 
Sandwich, Kent, in the east, to Whimple, 
Devon, in the west. These buildings are 
ior the most part 150 to 650 years old. 
Outstanding examples of the use of chalk 
within the last 60 years may be seen in 
some of Sir Edwin: Lutyens’ houses (for 
examples, the Deanery, Sonning, and 
Marsh Court, in Hampshire), and in 
Romaine-Walker’s Danesfield House, at 
Medmenham, in Buckinghamshire. 
Various churches in Cambridgeshire 
and Norfolk are built partly of chalk, 
while the ancient and famous church at 
Compton, in West Surrey, is of chalk, 
Windsor Castle is built on a chalk knoll, 
and some of its dungeons or prison cells 
have walls of chalk. Chalk buildings are 
specially numerous in the Uffington-Ash- 
bury corner of Berkshire, where many o 
the cottages (formerly valued at £20 to 
£50 each) were originally built on “waste” 
land at the roadsides on a basis com- 
parable with “squatting.” Building was 
allowed, but the builders had to pay a 
nominal ground rent to the squire—per- 
haps 2s. once every seven years at the 
Court Leet. At Kingston Lisle there are 


typical stables of chalk, and at Uffington 
itself there are some particularly attrac- 
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‘Norman chalk, Compton Church, Surrey. 
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tive combinations of 
brick and chalk; and the 
old school (1617) near 
the church is_ chalk; 
Woolstone and Comp- 
ton Beauchamp both 
have churches of chalk, 
and at Woolstone the 
tool marks on _ the 
interior walls, revealed 
when the church was 
stripped of plaster about 
80 years ago, are par- 
ticularly interesting. 
There are some chalk 
churcnes in Kent, Bick- 
nor, north-east’ of 
Maidstone, being a 
notable example. The 
splendid sedilia at 
Woodnesborough _pro- 
vides an instance of fine 
Kentish carving in 
chalk. But Professor A. 
E. Trueman, writing of 
the Downs in the chap- 
ter on The Weald in his 
* Geology and Scenery,” 
notes that here “chalk 
is less used in building 
even than in most areas 
in England.” The em- 
ployment of chalk in 
old churches anywhere 
is interesting and signi- 
ficant because in the 
church - building ages 
men hesitated to use. 
poor. materials ad 
maiorem Dei gloriam, 
and would go to great expense to 
obtain what they thought was worthy, 
if local materials were not good 
enough. A list of chalk in churches 
would be impossibly long, but at Harston, 
in Cambridgeshire, even the font (1460) is 


f of chalk, as well as the window tracery. 


An authority, having described the whole 
chalk interior as being of a soft white 
colour quite likely to be mistaken for 
ordinary stone, has noted that it could be 
restored to its original more vivid white- 
ness by the use of sponge and water. 
Harston House, though mainly of brick, 
has chalk quoins and cornice—which 
represents the reverse of the West Berk- 
shire use, where some chalk houses of 
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Chalk cottage, Ashbury, Berks. 


distinction, as well as cottages, were given 
brick quoins. 

Both in Norfolk and in Berkshire 
chalk has often been used in simple 
courses, with flint and/or brick (either 
red or blue-black) to give an effect of 
banding or lacing. Flint is, of course, 
a most natural associate of chalk (some 
beds of hard chalk are spoilt by the 
flints embedded in them) and a flint ex- 
terior or facing to a church or house 
built mainly of chalk is entirely harmoni- 
ous. This combination also meets the 
most cogent objection to chalk—that 
when used for exterior work all chalk- 
stone not from the very best beds is 
liable to damage by rain and frost. 

In Norfolk, carstone has been inclu- 
ded in many buildings which are partly 
chalk, and in Berkshire sarsens or grey 
wethers sometimes form a plinth for a 
chalk wall. 

The fact that chalk can be hard enough 
for masonry work or for fine and last- 
ing carving is often overlooked; and be- 
tween the wars one local authority paid 
a fee of 100 guineas to an eminent ex- 
pert and his assistant before it would 
use hard chalk as bottom core for roads. 

But nothing is to be gained by exag- 
gerating the qualities or overstating the 
claims of good average clunch or hard 
chalk. Let us say that chalk is oolite 
limestone’s younger and weaker sister, 
and admit that no one to-day chooses 
chalk for any exterior work in a great 
cathedral. There have been suggest- 
ions that some other failures with chalk 
are. due to the use of blocks from soft 
beds which happened to be more easily 
accessible than the better qualities, and 
that others are due to chalk blocks hav- 
ing been laid wrongly—e.g., vertically, 
when they had been cut from a horizon- 
tal bedding plane. Yet the facts re- 
main that Compton’s chalk church has 
stood for nearly a thousand years; that 
chalk is not difficult to work and exists 
in several localities where there is little 
or no other building stone. 
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SPAIN REVISITED 
Mr. Yerbury’s Lecture to the A.A. 


A MEETING of the Architectural 
Association was held at 36, Bedford- 
square, W.C.1, on January 25. The 
President of the Association (Mr. Henry 
Braddock, A.R.I.B.A.) was in the chair, 
and, after formal business had been 
transacted, Mr. R. Yerbury, Hon. 
A.R.LB.A., delivered a lecture entitlea 
“Spain Revisited.” This was illustrated 
by a number of slides of interesting and 
often beautiful photographs, Among 
those who were present and joined in 
the discussion was the Spanish Chargé 
d’Affaires ad interim, His Excellency the 
Duke of San Lucar-la Mayor. at 

Mr. YERBURY said that when you visi- 
ted Spain you had to make up your mind 
whether you would go to the north or 
south of the country, because unless you 
had plenty of time you could not visit 
both. But the photographs he was show- 
ing on the screen had partly been taken 
on previous visits and were from both 
north and south. He advised travelling by 
motor-car rather than by rail, but travel- 
ling by car you would need a native 
driver because, although you could find 
your way along the main roads, when 
you came to minor roads you could 
easily get lost. Travelling by road you 
saw all sorts of things that otherwise you 
would miss because some of the villages 
were as much as 50 miles from a rail- 
way station, and such travelling had been 
made much easier by the Government 
building inns in places where it was not 
worth while for private individuals to do 
so. Such an inn would have a few - 
rooms, a dining-room and a sitting-room. 
They were charming places, well kept 
and cheap to stay in. 

Mr. Yerbury showed a number of 
photographs of such inns. Besides the 
new buildings, there were some interest- 
ing old ones that had been taken over 
and converted. These included a monas- 
tery. On one occasion he and a friend 
had been the first Englishmen to visit 
one of these inns, and when they asked 
for their bill the landlord said it would 
be a great pleasure to give them their bill 
receipted. At Salamanca the city’s grand 
square was one of the finest in the whole 
of Spain. A Spanish town would be 
nothing without its grand square. There 
must be somewhere for the people to 
meet and chat, and they thought it 
delightful to walk round and round the 
arcades in the evening. Toledo had its 
own character. It stood on a hill, with 
the Tagus very nearly winding round it. 
The town was unique because of its 
oriental flavour. The Moors had occu- 
pied it in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth 
centuries. Its streets were very narrow 
and winding. 


Spanish Architects To-day. 

Speaking of what Spanish architects 
were doing to-day, Mr. Yerbury said that 
during the civil ‘war a great déal of 
damage had been done, especially near 
Madrid, and there was a very big recon- 
struction programme going on. The 
amount of things already done was 
astonishing. Fishing villages, in pat- 
ticular, had been in a deplorable state, 
especially the habitations of the actual 
fishermen. The whole of these villages 
had been replanned and reconstructed. 
Another thing had been the introduction 
of industry into various parts of the 
country where employment had to be 
found for people who would otherwise 
be without it. Spanish. town-planning was 
a thing to watch. One very interesting 
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thing the Spaniards were doing was the 
rebuilding of villages destroyed durims 
the civil war. He thought -250- were 
planned and about 80 were nearly 
finished. Most of these villages were 
occupied by smallholders. As to big 
buildings, there was not a great deal 
going on outside Madrid except in 
Barcelona. 


Spanish Architectural Schools. 

In Madrid the university had been 
destroyed during the civil war and had 
now been rebuilt. The school of archi- 
tecture in this university was probably 
the most luxurious school of architecture 
in Europe. In its studios there were 
500 inhabitants, and each had a 
cubicle. There were schools of architec- 
ture in Barcelona and Madrid. Com- 
petition to get into the schools was very 
keen. Out of hundreds who applied in 
any one year some 20 would be 
admitted, and some applicants tried year 
after year for six or seven years: At 
the most there were not more than about 
150 students in either school. This type of 
school was elaborately fitted up—it was 
a model of a school; and possibly a 
model as regards the selection of students. 
It was impossible for anybady who had 
not passed through one of-the schools 
to practise as an architect of importance 
because no drawings could be passed by a 
local authority unless they were signed by 
an architect. Spanish architects were all 
members of their institute, and this 
seemed to be a very powerful body. It 
was not a Government concern. 

An interesting point was that very few 
jobs were done by the Government itself. 
The various Ministries of Reconstruction, 
Works, etc., employed a few architects, 
but most jobs were handed out to private 
architects or to competition. Govern- 
ment posts were sought chiefly as an 
honour; they were badly paid and the 
office holder carried on at the same time 
his private practice. The institute was a 
very friendly affair. It took charge .of 
contracts; an architect making a contract 
with a client did so through the institute. 
All drawings put out for a job had to be 
submitted to the institute, which could 
veto those drawings. Some architects 
welcomed this because they got advice 
they would not get otherwise. Another 
thing the institute did was to collect fees; 
architects liked this because it often saved 
a lot of embarrassment. The institute 
handed out money to the architect as 
needed. Income tax was very low in 
Spain. The average workman paid none 
at all. People who were better off might 
pay ten or even 15 per cent. of their in- 
come. In Spain income tax was not 
levied on a professional man as an indi- 
vidual. Each profession such as archi- 
tecture, painting, sculpture, literature aiid 
so on was assessed to pay a certain 
amount, rather lower than would be paid 
by commercial men. The Government 
called on architects to yield so much as a 
profession: it fixed the figure and left the 
institute to get the money in. The insti- 
tute had a sub-committee which allocated 
the tax according to the amount collected 
for each architect during the year. 
Apart from tax six or eight per cent. 
was deducted from money collected as 
fees for insurances: there was a kind of 
benefit arrangement which covered insur- 
ances. If an architect died his funeral 
expenses were paid, his widow had a pen- 
sion and his children were educated at 
the expense of this fund. If he was ill 
he received a payment. It was a situa- 
tion well worth studying. Assistants 
working in architectural offices were paid 
by the hour. The architect himself 
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charged three per cent. for his drawings 
per cent, for carrying 


and another three 
out the job. 


Discussion. 


Mr. HowarD ROBERTSON, in moving, 
that the thanks of the meeting be given. 
to Mr. Yerbury, said that the method by 
which the collection of fees was con- 
trolled in Spain seemed to him highly 
civilised. After having known their 
lecturer for so long a time he saw that 
Mr.: Yerbury’s observation was as acute: 
as ever, and his lens as absolutely well 
trained. 

Before calling on Mr. W. M. Keesey 
to second the vote of thanks, the Presi- 
dent thanked him for a drawing that he 
had made in Spain and presented that 
morning to the Architectural Association. 
Mr. KEEsEY said the picture was an old 
one, and he thought this an appropriate 
time to present it to the Association. It 
was a pleasant memento of his journey 
to Spain with Mr. Yerbury. 

MR. R. FiTZMAvRICE said he had-had the 
good fortune to follow in the footsteps. 
of Mr. Yerbury. One thing he had bee: 
told was that the bull-fights were dying 
out. Bull-fights and football matches 
both took place on Sundays, and the 
enthusiasm for football had grown so 
much that it was difficult to get a good | 
attendance at the bull-fights. Another 
thing he had noticed in Spain was the 
value given to things of the spirit. The 
magnificent memorials to the dead and 
the rebuilt towns and villages showed a 
real spiritual value which was astonishing 
in view of the material difficulties, Spain 
was taking up scientific research in a 
big way. There was a Building Research 
Station which was quite definitely first- 
class. It had a team of architects, engin- 
eers and pure scientists all on an equal 
footing, and the whole team working 
together on every project. 

THE DUKE OF SAN LuUCcAR LA Mayor 
thanked Mr. Yerbury for the feeling ne 
had towards Spain, which had been shown 
in a very charming way that evening. He 
wished that everybody who visited his 
country had the same good feeling and 
the same understanding of Spanish art, 
beauty and culture. 


WAR DAMAGE COMMISSION 


Its Work in 1949 


(THE following facts and figures have 

been issued by the War Damage 
Commission: During 1949 the Com- 
mission paid out £105,000,000. It has 
now made 3,567,000 separate payments 
totalling £856,000,000. Contributions. 
paid by property-owners during the war 
totalled £195,000,000. 

There were 371,000 claims paid for 
“cost of works” repairs during the year, | 
and 57,000 payments on account. The 
total for “cost of works” was 
£80,000,000, of which £76,000,000 was 
paid to private owners and £4,000,000 
to local and other public authorities. 
Nearly three-quarters of this figure was 
for the repair and rebuilding of houses. 

Other principal items were: factories, 
£7,000,000; commercial buildings, 
£6,000.000; shops, £2,000,000; churches, 
£1,500,000. Value payments for “ total 
loss” properties accounted for 
£25.500,000, of which £8,000,000 related 
to houses. 

The number of cases where owners: 
sent specifications of proposed repairs to 
the Commission for agreement befoie 
beginning the work rose from 59,000 ir 
1948 to over 83,000 in 1949, 




















February 3 1950 THE BUILDER 


(THE original restaurant at this tavern 

was destroyed by enemy action, and 
the present new Buttery is the first instal- 
ment of the reconditioning of the ground 
floor of these premises at 22, Fleet-street. 
The panelling is in “ Holoplast” lamin- 
ated boarding, in the surface of which 
there is embedded a natural mahogany 
veneer which is blister proof. The 
remainder of the wall treatment to level 
of bar canopy consists of a_ textured 
plastic paint executed in squared pat- 
tern and scumbled a deep apricot. The 
walls above the canopy together with the 
ceiling are decorated in light stippled tex- 
tured plastic paint, finished a warm cream 
tone. The canopy over the bar is in 
fibrous plaster painted to match the upper 
portion of the walls, and contains port- 
hole lights which brilliantly illuminate 
the snack counter. Within the canopy 
are concealed warm-light fluorescent 
tubes which provide diffused general 
lighting. 

The bar counter is constructed of 4-in. 
hollow tiles reinforced with steel rods 
and filled with concrete. The coved base 
is in terrazzo, finished flush with an oat- 
meal-tiled floor base to the fixed stools. 
The front of the counter is faced with 
blister-proof Warerite emerald green 
plastic, the top being in cream. Mould- 
ings are in mahogany. Behind the 
counter a refrigerator unit is provided, 
together with two stainless steel sink units 
provided with hot and cold water. 


The base of the back fitment consists 
of storage cupboards with sliding doors. 
The upper portion is recessed and 
panelled in peach mirror decorated with 
embossed and sand-blasted stripes. Th2 
shelves are 4-in. plate glass; the divisions 
between the shelves are of “ Holoplast ” 
finished with fluted timber pilasters 
treated with gold leaf. The floor is in 
“ Korkoid ” to a special inlaid design. 
The colours are light beige, deep mottled 
brown, powder blue and venetian red. 
Doors are flushed with green Warerite 
to match the counter. 


The fixed seating is upholstered ‘c 9 
in poe pg sae cloth with one eee THE ‘* COCK TAVERN, FLEET STREET, LONDON 
The tables have cream tops and ebonise 

circular supporting shafts. Bar stools LEONARD J. MULTON, F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT FOR NEW 
are upholstered in green tops and cream BUTTERY AND WORK OF RECONDITIONING 

piping with the vertical band in black. 

The general contractors were Messrs. 

E. Fuller and Son (Fuller, Builders), Ltd., 

Beulah-road, Walthamstow, E. 


Sub-contractors were: Electrical work, E. Sired: 
decorative glazing, Pugh Bros., Ltd.; tiling and 
terrazzo, B. Finch and Co., Ltd.; flooring, Korkoid 
Decorative Floors; asphalting, Lawford Asphalte 
Co., Ltd.; metal doors, John Gibbs, Ltd.; wall 
panelling, Holoplast, Ltd.; and bar counter panel- 
ling, Warerite, Ltd. 





The tavern sign. 











Section through bar. Mural in Buttery, depicting old Temple Bar. By Norman Mansbridge. : 
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View looking along bar service. 
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View cf Buttery showing (right) fixed seating. 
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Elevation and plan of bar service in Buttery. 
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COMPETITION 
Fiats for the York 
Festival, 1951 


THE following awards have been made 

in a competition for a block of flats 
to be erected in Paragon-street, York, in 
connection with the York Festival, 1951: 


First PREMIUM (£250)—Messrs. Toplis 


and Meadows, 19, Stanley - crescent, 
London, W.11 (Mr. Gordon Toplis, 
D.S.C., B.Arch., A.R.I.B.A., and Mr. 


Robert Meadows, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1.). 

SECOND PREMIUM (£150)—Mr. Herbert 
Thearle, B.Arch., F.R.I.B.A., 66, Rodney- 
street, Liverpool. 

THIRD PREMIUM (£75)—Mr. Denis 
Broodbank, A.R.I.B.A., 59, Castletown- 
road, London, W.14. 

HONOURABLE MENTION— Gild Archi- 
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the other, and I am afraid some succeeded 
in achieving neither dignity nor conveni- 
ence. The design I have selected is the 
one which, in my opinion, comes nearest 
to fulfilling the conditions. I am satis- 
fied that the living accommodation pro- 
vided will prove pleasant and convenient 
for the tenants, and at the same time that 
the building as a whole will take its place 
easily among the varied aed of the 
buildings in York.” 


The Winners’ —_— 


Following are extracts from 
winners’ report: 

Layout: The main factors in the con- 
sideration of the site were as follows: 
First stage—(1) Need to screen the exist- 
ing buildings behind the site; (2) awkward 
shape of the site, especially in the south- 
west corner; (3) aspect of the city wall; 
(4) orientation of the site. Second stage 
— Opening up of the site to Fawcett- 


the 
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pleasant aspect of Fawcett-street; (b) 
advantage of the quietest street in the 
vicinity; (c) an open layout, thus avoid- 
ing the “ closed square.” 

GENERAL PLANNING: The front 
entrances to all blocks are kept clear of 
services and are for tenant access only. 
Each pair of flats is designed with a 
common utility room, in which are pro- 
vided: (a) a common hoist for raising 
fuel. and stores from ground level; (b) a 
common rubbish chute; and (c) separate 
fuel stores for each flat. 

CYCLE AND PRAM STORES are at the 
rear of the blocks, and communal 
laundry, heating chamber and workshops 
are placed at the southern end of the 
site. 

DETAILED PLANNING: Working kitchens 
are provided in all dwellings and each 
family dwelling has a dining recess ad- 
joining the living room. In the six- 












































tects, 19, Hamilton-square, Birkenhead street. This gives: (a) advantage of the person dwellings two double bedrooms 
(Mr. Philip Titherley, A.R.I.B.A., Mr. bc 
- tA and Mr. Philip Brown, - Ri OF ACCOMMODATION s 
All the 32 designs submitted in the com- . No. of ; : 
petition will be on exhibition at the City Saliba Type nocnontcd bedrooms | Number of dwellings 5 
of York Art Gallery until February 10. : Double Single|Stage Per cent. |Stage2 Total | Per cent. 
i Maisonette.. ao ia 8 3 2 1 — 
The Assessor’s Report : Flat a A 8 4 = 2 24 oa 6 24 
In his report to the York Festival Malone = 7 3 1 3 2 3) ss ie 
Society Ltd., the assessor, Mr. W. A. Fiat . < 
Eden, F.S.A., F.R.LB.A., says: ~ os eg (eh gsi @ pr 71 F Pr 
= The problem was an exceedingly diffi- Old person’ Ss 5 flat ove E 2 1 _ 4 Not included 5 9 Not included 
cult one, calling as it did for the main- Old person’s flat ... F 1 a 1 2 | Not included 3 5 | Not included 
tenance of a just balance between public | 19 21 




















dignity and private convenience on an 
important but restricted site immediately 
outside the city walls. Many of the com- 
petitors erred strongly on the one side or 





(1) All old persons’ dwellings are situated on the ground floor, 
(2) One additional old person’s dwe'ling is provided in the first stage on the alternative ground-floor rlar 
of the west block, assuming a waiver on the word “ wholly ’’ in Bye-law No. 82. 
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COMPETITION: FLATS FOR THE YORK FESTIVAL, 1951. 
WINNING DESIGN: TOPLIS AND MEADOWS, AA.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECTS 
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COMPETITION: FLATS FOR THE YORK FESTIVAL, 1951. 
WINNING DESIGN: TOPLIS AND MEADOWS, AA.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECTS 


inforced concrete. Roofing 
material is laid on closely-spaced 
steel purlins carried on light steel 
trusses and party walls. Internal 
partitions are formed of wood- 
wool slabs, lightweight concrete 
blocks or hollow-tile blocks. 

Local red facing bricks are used 
externally and metal windows are 
used throughout. Roofs are 
covered with dark red-brown 
interlocking or Roman tiles. 

Internal walls are plastered and 


floor finishes are wood-block or 
wood-strip to living-rooms and 
bedrooms, and quarry tiles or 
composition floor to kitchens and 
bathrooms. 

Systems of construction are de- 
signed to secure the recommended 
thermal insulation “ U ” values of 
not more than .2 for walls, .15 
for ground floors and .3 for roofs: 
and the recommended sound insu- 
lation standards of 55 decibels re- 
duction for airborne sound and 


15-20 phons reduction for impact 
sound between dwellings. 
EsTIMATED CosT (First Stage): 
cost of buildings, £41,800; cost of 
site works, £1,416; total, £43,216. 
Cost per superficial foot of floor 
space, measured within the con- 
taining walls of the flats (exclud- 
ing staircases, balconies, stores, 
workshop, laundry, etc.) based 
on the total cost of the buildings, 
including all ancillary accommo- 
dation—57s. 6d. per ft. super. 





169 


THE BUILDER 


February 3 1950 


‘vaTud 














‘HOUV'S SATAVAHL LYAGNAH 44 “GNOOAS GAOVId NOISAG °[S6 





“IVALLSAA MYOA AHL YOU SLVTA 


* NOLLILAdINOD 











vey 9 
woe 
sew 
vee tee nee 
mone aad 
err SHOW sn wt yawns 





woOTs AS UlE q 


NES Gs ELE 


_-— 


"EEF EL 


BOOTs GNODES 





wld HOOTe 






ee? nly . XK 
’ Vd ¥ > 
BORE. IT. Tad TTS 
: 1 ii «he 
x ‘ 
* 8 9 oth mn -* af 
x f= : ‘s S34 <0 on pvt 
f be] ne ie “7 we Bee wr “> tue tue 
“ fe : Tae PSR RE I 
: Py . pa a 
. j fe xy . . 
iS 4 fg ! 
r = bes k 
ky - f Svoow cnoDs 8 isms 
amen E gee > is 
Bees ] “ 
a tea 
; a 


LT Ls : 





e 
Sa ubeasi J JA 
sae 2 ROE DE 
t 4 t ~4 + t se Ina 








950 





‘Vala “HOUV'S ‘ATUVIHL LYAGUAH 4@ ‘GNOOAS GAOVId NOISAG ‘IS6l “IVAILLSHA WHOA AHL YOU SLVTA * NOLLILAdINOD 


WOUDAS SHOUD ¥ HOOTH 
2UNOD BWENND O12 NOMAWASIE & s9078 





PAVDUSHSI4 GA NOVAVATIS * s20%8 








wOtL93S S80¥D HOMVARIS Jae 


SET ELELIT ET TPE 


bist Whe Phew eS Ree: Ce EOI were 
i j 


WOlAVARTZ HOVE 


THE BUILDER 


4uneo watast oO. MOMAWAR.S 
aa bea + 
I ERs PEs | 





5 m = 


q 


od te Se te bk oo | 


eee Se SEOs G Pee! 
35NOK MRTIOR , il 
NOM«98S $4089 


NOOVUYE Ch NOlivVADIa 























‘IS6l “IVALLSAA WHOA AHL YOU SLVTA > NOLLILAdINOD 


 waoTwa “HOUV'S ‘ATUVIHL LYdaadaH kg ‘GQNOOAS GAOV Td NOISAG 

















February 3 1950 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Ihe Supply of Architects: A State- 
ment by the A.B.T. 

To THE Epiror oF The Builder. 

‘IR,—In your issue of January 13 was 
‘4 published a statement by the Asso- 
ciation of Building Technicians referring 
to the report to the Ministry of Labour 
and National Service on the Supply and 
Demand for Architects, prepared by the 
Architects’ Sub-comm.ttee of the Techni- 
ca! Scientific Register. In its state- 
ment the Association , 

(a) made the comment that “the 
A.B.T. cannot for one moment accept 
the report’s extraordinary  con- 
clusion .. .” 

(b) expressed regret that the Sub- 
committee did not consult it before 
issuing its report; 

(c) described itself as “the Trade 
Union for architects.” 

Would the A.B.T. in order to justify 
its attitude in this matter kindly inform 
your readers of the number.of registered 
architects in its membership? 

CriTIcus. 


How Many Surveyors ? 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 

SIR.—I read with much interest your 
‘+ remarks on this subject, and particu- 
larly the conclusions contained in your 
two final paragraphs, wherein it was sug- 
gested that the training facilities for quan- 
lity surveyors are adequately provided 
for by the R.IL.C.S. I feel that a serious 
omission has occurred by the exclusion of 
oiher established and recognised bodies 
which, I know, examine candidates in 
building and quantity surveying. 

In my view, this effort to form a 
“closed shop” in the profession is one 
which should not be encouraged. 

Why is it that the Institute of Quantitv 
Surveyors, who are solely concerned with 
the interests of the professional and 
contractors’ quantity surveyor, should be 
omitted from the Report recently pub- 
lished by H.M. Stationery Office? One 
is particularly concerned at this in view 
of the fact that the published figures indi- 
cate that this institute examines some 150 
to 200 candidates annually for the quali- 
fication with which the report deals. 

JOSEPH BABBS. 

45, Great Peter-street, S.W.1. 


Surveyors and Registration 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


Q'R,—I have read with interest the cor- 
- respondence following my _ letter 
which appeared in the November 25 
issue of The Builder. 

If conclusions may be drawn now from 
this particular correspondence surely 
they would be that the restrictions im- 
posed against entry into the four pro- 
fessional bodies leave a preponderant 
balance of experienced surveyors without 
a spiritual home, and the demand for 
registration cannot be rejected any lon- 
ger for the sake of part of the profes- 
sion, or by division of opinion as to who 
shall be “in” and who shall be “ out.” 

There is, however, no stronger case 
for registration than the logical develop- 
ment of Mr. Vinter’s case against it. He 
says “that it is fundamentally wrong to 
hand over to any section of the com- 
munity the right to be able to dictate 
how any profession which forms the in- 
terest of any such section shall be con- 
ducted and to dictate its conduct towards 
the rest of the community and the com- 
munity’s conduct to the profession.” 

Legislation which gives a section of the 
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community rights against the proper 
interest of the remainder is inconceivable. 
The lack of legislation which leaves the 
individual the right to exploit the com- 
munity is indefensible. 

_ Therefore the introduction of legisla- 
tion designed to protect the interest of the 
public and to establish the standing of the 
profession would seem to be essential. 

I feel that Mr. Vinter need have no 
misgivings about the profession’s “ grip ” 
tightening, out of line with “this age of 
education.” One hopes that public en- 
lightenment will be the first benefit to 
accrue from registration. 

At present it is difficult for us all to see 
how and when registration will take place, 
and I feel that it must be left to those 
bodies which at present represent the 
interests of true surveyors, i.e., the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors, the 
Incorporated Association of Architects 
and Surveyors, the Faculty of Surveyors 
of England, and the Institute of Quantity 
Surveyors, to show the way, and one feels 
certain that these bodies will not be slow 
to move together towards the promotion 
of proper legislation. 

W. W. KERR. 


6, Queen Anne’s Gate, 
Westminster, S.W.1. 


MANPOWER AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 
First Report of Committee 


EXTENSIVE recommendations for the 

relaxation of the Government’s 
supervision of local authority activities 
and for the simplification of ad- 
Fainistrative procedure are made to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer in the First 
Report of the Local Government Man- 
power Committee, published as a White 
Paper,* on January 25. 

The Committee were appointed in 
January, 1949, with the following terms 
of reference: “ To review and co-ordinate 
the existing arrangements for ensuring 
economy in the use of manpower by local 
authorities and by those Government 
Departments which are concerned with 
local government matters; and to examine 
in particular the distribution of functions 
between central and local government 
and the possibility of relaxing depart- 
mental supervision of local authority 
activities and delegating more responsi- 
bility to local authorities.” 

The Committee’s recommendations 
range over a wide field and include : — 

MANUALS OF GUIDANCE. In several ser- 
vices wider general guidance will be given 
so that detailed supervision may be re- 
duced and local authorities may be more 
fully aware of the general requirements 
of departments. 


Supervision of Individual Building. 

There will be wider use of annual pro- 
grammes of proposed works and subject, 
in some cases, to a financial limit of ex- 
penditure, the present detailed considera- 
tion of separate proposals will in certain 
services be replaced by consideration of 
the programme. Where schemes must 
still be considered individually there will 
be considerable simplifications — of 
procedure and reduction in the amount of 
technical examination and criticism by 
Departments. Examples are: 

(1) The new procedure for house build- 
ing. The approval of individual building 
sites by the Ministry of Health will be 
dispensed with, the procedure for obtain- 
ing approval of layout schemes will be 





* First Report or THE Loca GOVERNMENT MAN- 
power Committee, Cmd. 7870. ‘H.M. Stationery 
Office, price 6d. Post free, 7d. 
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simplified and prior submission of house 
plans will be dispensed with if plans are 
prepared by, and will be carried out 
under, the advice of a qualified architect 
and if the standards conform to the 
relevant. housing manuals (App. Ill, 
Housing, paras. 1-4). For health service 
building, annual programmes will be sub- 
mitted and the present detailed examina- 
tion of all capital schemes will be dis- 
pensed with (except for health centres and 
any other particular items where it may 
be necessary). (Health Services, para. 2.) 
The issue of loan sanctions for prospec- 
tive expenditure on main-laying and 
works of sewerage will be extended and 
water and sewerage capital schemes may 
be submitted in outline. (Water and 
Sewerage, paras. 2, 3 -and 5.) 

(2) For school building, the present 
system of annual programmes will con- 
tinue with a raising of the limit for works 
in connection with school meals. The 
formal scrutiny of plans for capital - 
works will be reduced to a minimum. 
(App. IV, para. 3 (vi).) 

(3) For highway works, details required 
in connection with annual maintenance 
programmes will be curtailed. The exam- 
inauon of the less costly improvement 
proposals will be reduced and_ the 
procedure for arranging to carry out 
works by contract will be simplified. 
(App. VI.) 

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING. °A 
number of recommendations will simplify 
the work of local planning authorities. 
(App. V.) Examples of this are: — 

For an experimenta! period local plan- 
ning authorities will not be asked to 
obtain planning permission for develop- 
ment to be carried out by them within 
their own areas. 

Consultations between local planning 
authorities and Government Departments 
will be simplified. 

A working party is examining the possi- 
bility of extending the classes of develop- 
ment which may be carried out without 
the need for application. The Ministry 
will not insist on uniformity of method 
in preparing development plans. 

Some simplification has been -agreed 
in the procedure for obtaining approval 
for grant: but over the greater part of 
the field the Ministry felt that more ex- 
perience must be gained before any sub- 
stantial alterations could be made. 

Local planning authorities are recom- 
mended to ensure that work on develop- 
ment control does not take up too much 
of the time of their technical staffs and 
divert resources from the longer term 
duty of preparing a development .plan. 

APPLICATION OF THE NEW ARRANGE- 
MENTS. The Committee suggest that it 
should be the aim to bring as many as 
possible of the changes which they recom- 
mend into operation in time to be effec- 
tive for the financial year 1950-51 (para. 
14). They emphasise that if the new 
arrangements are to be a success they 
must be supported by close co-operation 
between Government Departments and 
local authorities (para. 12). ‘ 

MANPOWER SavINGS. The Committee 
have not yet been able to estimate what 
saving there will be in manpower as a 
result of their recommendations but they 
intend to obtain estimates. They explain 
that they have so far concentrated on 
relaxing Departmental supervision and 
that they now propose to turn to the first 
part of their terms of reference and to 
consider methods of procedure and organ- 
isation for handling the various services 
at the local authority end. They feel 
confident that their work to date will en- 
courage local authorities to review their 
arrangements for ensuring that staff is 
economically used (para. 15) 
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Annual Dinner and General Meeting 


QVER 900 members and guests of the 

National Federation of Building 
Trades Employers attended the annual 
dinner held at the Dorchester Hotel, 
London, on January 25. Mr. Norman 
Longley, M.I.0.B., the president, was in 
the chair. 

Proposing the toast of “‘ His Majesty’s 
Government,” Mr. LoNGLEy referred to 
the presence of Mr. Charles Key, 
Minister of Works, and said that whether, 
in view of the imminent General Election, 
Mr. Key remained as Minister or not, 
he sincerely hoped that the next Presi- 
dent of the National Federation would 
have someone as pleasant to deal with 
as Mr. Key had been. 

After referring to the advice and assist- 
ance the National Federation afforded the 
Government on all questions related to 
building, Mr. Longley said: “I hope the 
day is not far distant when we shall be 
able to do our jobs as builders in com- 
plete freedom and more cheaply. I am 
certain, however, that it has not been 
the Minister’s wish to cut the industry’s 
activities.” 

In reply, Mr. Key said his term of 
office was drawing to a close and through- 
out the time he had been at the Ministry 
of Works the leaders of the building 
industry had given him the utmost help 
and assistance. He had always been 
deeply interested in improving the living 
conditions of the poorer classes and in 
improving the housing accommodation of 
the country. He recognised that at the 
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present time there were no grounds for 
complacency, but he was convinced from 
the contact he had with the building in- 
dustry that there was no lack of desire on 
its part to see that the job of rehousing 
the people was thoroughly done. 

The Minister continued: “ The 
Working Party on Building Opera- 
tions has now completed its work 
and its report is now on my table. 
Everybody connected with the building 
industry should read the report when it 
is published and I would recommend that 
in doing so you approach it with the 
attitude of the earnest student possessed 
of the one desire to do all that is best 
for the great industry with which we are 
associated.” 

The toast of “ Our Guests” was given 
by Mr. RosBert O. Lioyp, O.B.E., Vice- 
President, N.F.B.T.E., and’ Mr. MICHAEL 
WATERHOUSE, M.C., President of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, who 
responded, spoke of his experiences in the 
U.S.A. with the building industry produc- 
tivity team and said that, however much 
we criticised the Americans and their 
way of doing things; we had much to 
learn from them, for they were imbued 
with a great spirit of individualism, self- 
help and self-reliance. They believed in 
personal effort and enterprise and had 
little time for collective responsibility 
and the view that it was the responsibility 
of the State to do things for them. 

Mr. FRANK OWEN, editor of The 
Daily Mail, also replied. 
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The Annual General Meeting 


The annual general meeting of the 
National Federation took place on Janu- 
ary 26 at the Liverpool Victoria Friendly 
Society’s building, Bloomsbury-square, 
W.C.1.. Mr. Norman Longley presided. 

Presenting the annual report, Mr. 
LONGLEY said that but for the policy of 
the Government—a policy which had ad- 
mittedly been influenced by the general 
economic position of the country— 
builders could have built many more 
houses than they were allowed to build 
in 1949. Certainly they could now buiid, 
during 1950, many more than the reduced 
number at present scheduled. “ The cost 
of building is high,’ he said, “and we 
shall do our best to reduce it, but there 
is no easy way. As the report of the Gird- 
wood Committee set up by Mr. Aneurin 
Bevan has shown, building costs have 
not increased more than those of other 
industries and, as the Committee pointed 
out, there can be no spectacular fall in 
the cost of building so long as costs 
generally, including, in particular, the 
cost of imported raw materials, remain at 
their present level. ae 

“The future of the building industry 
depends largely on two factors—Govern- 
ment policy and our own effotts. Gov- 
ernment policy in its turn depends first 
on the result of the General Election, and 
secondly on whether or not conditions 
improve. Whatever the colour of the 
new Government, we shall ask it to re- 
duce interference with the industry to a 
minimum. We shall ask it to create the 
right atmosphere for the increased pro- 
duction of materials and for the purchase 
of more timber from abroad. 
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“ We shall ask the new Government also 
for greater scope for the building of 
houses for owner-occupation. It is high 
time it was realised that it is indefen- 
sible in a time of economic crisis to force 
heavy subsidies from the rates and iaxes 
on those who are prepared to build 
without them. 

“We builders shall continue to increase 
our efficiency by the application of tech- 
nical ability and knowledge based on ex- 
perience and on the results of research. 
We shall continue to show that the contract 
builder and the private-enterprise builder 
can build more efficiently, more speedily 
and at less cost than the direct-labour 
squads of local authorities or of the 
Mobile Labour Force, so roughly handled 
recently by the Select Committee on Esti- 
mates. And it remains our policy as a 
Federation to encourage the adoption of 
bonusing schemes on all jobs for which 
they can be devised. That is the only way 
in which, in present conditions, output can 
be increased and, indeed, the only way in 
which pay packets can be made heavier 
without increasing net costs.” 

In the course of the discussion on the 
annual report, it was emphasised by a 
member from Luton that the industry 
needed more timber at cheaper cost. The 
things builders had been ordered to do in 
building houses they would not have 
done before the war, and they would have 
laid themselves open to accusations of 
jerry-building if they had. The present 
ullowance of 1.6 standards of timber per 
house was not enough, for it did not allow 
the Job to be done properly. It might be 
that soon builders would be allowed to 
erect houses for sale and none of them 
would want to sell a house without its 
having a wooden floor. The various sub- 
contractors for other flooring materials 
might not agree, but there was no satis- 
factory substitute for timber. 

On the question of the Federation's 
housing policy, a member from Stockport 
said he felt that to some extent the Presi- 
dent and Executive Committee were filled 
with a sense of relief at the present time. 
for had there not been the prospect of a 
change in Government, housing matters 
would have been discussed far more fully 
at the meeting. The speaker felt that the 
industry could have protested more and 
received better consideration during the 
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past year. The industry had allowed the 
Minister of Health, Mr. Bevan, to have 
far too much of his own way-and, con- 
cluded the speaker, if builders had 
approached the housing problem in a 
more determined way they would have 
had better results. 


Displaced Persons. 


After Mr. W. H. Forsdike, C.B.E., had 
given a report on the work of the 
National Joint Council it was suggested 
by a member that in view of the general 
shortage of operatives—craftsmen as 
well as labourers—in the industry, con- 
sideration should be given to the employ- 
ment of displaced persons. Many of 
these men from the continent were first- 
class craftsmen — bricklayers, plasterers 
and so on—who were quite capable of 
filling the gaps in those trades which 
were under strength. The trades unions, 
it was said, were not in agreement with 
the idea unless the displaced persons 
joined the unions, but the speaker 
thought that was not good enough. After 
all, it was hoped that the displaced per- 
sons would be absorbed into the social 
structure of the country and become 
normal members of the community. 
There were instances of housing work 
being held up for lack of bricklayers 
or other craftsmen of one kind or 
another. The employment of displaced 
persons capable of doing the required 
work would overcome this situation. 

With reference to the paragraphs in 
the report dealing with incentives, a 
London contractor said that incentives 
was an extremely complex problem, but 
he was sure that in the past the industry 
had tried to consider it from far too 
narrow an angle. There was a great 
need for more abstract thought on the 
subject on the part of every member of 
the Federation. It was not a matter for 
the Incentives Committee or the Council 
of the Federation so much as every indi- 
vidual member to develop his own par- 
ticular solution. There was a great need 
for incentives in the building industry 
and in the past year there had been a 
considerable change of outlook among 
members and opposition to the principle 
was beginning to melt. 

A Liverpool member then described 
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some of the difficulties which were being 
encountered in operating incentives. A 
genuine effort had been made to get 
schemes going wherever possible, but in 
several cases “ lieu” payments were being 
made with the result that the smaller 
contractors were losing their men and 
there was much discontent among the 
operatives generally. “Once the men 
have had a bonus payment they think 
they are worth that much and they get 
dissatisfied if they get less than that on 
another job,” he: added. 

A Birmingham member said he did not 
agree with the last speaker, for indivi- 
duals had not given sufficient time and 
thought to the problem. In his own firm 
they were working incentives on all kinds 
of work—churches, power stations, bus 
depots, housing and so on. It was not 
easy to do so, but nothing was if no 
effort was made. It was no good mem- 
bers leaving it to their surveyors to find 
a solution—they had to do it themselves. 
He did not think sufficient attention had 
been given to the lessons to be learned 
from payment by results experience. He 
was trying to apply some of the lessons 
he had fearned, with success, and it was 
no good mtembers saying it was impossible 
—it was possible. 

Speaking from the point of view of 
the small builder, a member from London 
said that last week he had had the 
privilege of hearing Mr.:-Michael Water- 
house, President of the Royal Institute 
of British Architects, speak on some o 
his experiences in the U.S.A., where, 
although output was superior to that 
here, there were no incentive payments. 
The speaker would therefore ask the 
Federation to consider whether the key 
to higher productivity was a question 
of the spirit, something that came from 
the inside, rather than something imposed 
from outside. : 


The Attitude of Clients. 


Another problem encountered by small 
builders in the operation of incentives 
was described by a member from South- 
end, who said that most of the sma!! 
builders’ work was not done under con- 
tract. In his own case he was given an 
order and he prepared a rough estimate. 
His difficulty was to convince the owner 
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of the desirability of paying a bonus on 
top of the rate. Owners, by and Iarge, 
would not accépt that, and so builders in 
this category could not get very far with 
incentives schemes. The speaker felt 
that large contracting firms would not 
satisfactorily solve their incentives prob- 
lems until problems such as those of the 
small builder had been met. 

On the subject of. building costs a 
Swindon ‘member urged that more 
thought and preparation be accorded 
jobs before actual work was started. 
Frequently work began on a site on the 
assumption that detailed drawings would 
be ready in a day or two, byt often they 
were not to hand for weeks. Such pro- 
cedure might have been all right years 
ago, but now that costs were of the 
utmost importance, details were needed 
before work of any kind commenced in 
order that the job might be properly 
organised. The speaker also thought 


that architects could help in this respect ; | 


by designing with due regard to the plant 
available to the builder. Very often one 
saw a design which was very costly, but 
which, with a little modification, could 
be brought in line with the capacity of 
the normal builder’s plant and thereby 
made less expensive to erect. 

With regard to -timber: supplies ‘the 
speaker said it had been estimated that 
£1 m. would purchase sufficient timber, 
at 1.6 standards per -house, for 10,000 
‘houses. The annual expenditure on 
tobacco in this country was something 
like £400 m. If it were a question of 
having timber for houses or tobacco, he 
had no doubt as to which he would 
choose, smoker as he was. 


Officers for 1950. 


The election of officers followed the 
adoption of the annual report and on the 
proposal of Mr. Norman. Longley, 
seconded by Coun. H. S. Oddie, Mr. 
Robert O. Lloyd, O.B.-E., was elected 
President of the National Federation. 

In a short address Mr. Lioyp referred 
to his recent. visit to America with the 
building industry team and said that 
they had. been impressed with everything 
they saw there. 

“If our journey was at all worth 
while,” said Mr. Lloyd, “ then the con- 
tents of the draft reporf we are now com- 
pleting must increase the urge to greater 
productivity than we have in this country 
at the moment. We want to impress on 
the professions with whom ‘we work that 
it is no good starting a contract until the 
drawings are ready, and the report will 
show that there is a great deal we can 
all learn—the building employer, the 
operatives, the surveyor in particular, 
and last but not least, the architect.” 

Cther officers elected for the ensuing 
year were: Vice-President, Coun. Stephen 
Hudson (Sunderland); Junior Vice-Presi- 
dents, Messrs. Wilfred Horsfall (Liver- 
sedge); H.-B. Kerr (London); and J. Ian 
Robertson (Burton-on-Trent); Hon. Trea- 
surer, Mr. G. W. Buchanan; Chairman of 
the National Joint Council, Mr. W. H. 
Forsdike. 

It was arranged that the half-yearly 
meeting of the National Federation would 
take place at Southport on July 4, 5 and 6. 


The Annual Report. 


The annual ‘report of the National 
Federation comments on the difficulties 
arising from the international balance of 
payments situation which bears directly 
on the amount-of building work that can 
be carried out, and states : “ The United 
Kingdom’s position cannot be viewed in 
isolation; London is still the centre of 
an intricate system of finance which 
covers the whole of the sterling area. The 
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position of the Dominions and other 
countries in the sterling area has there- 
fore to be taken into account.” 

On devaluation, the Report says that 
it is fully realised that this is not the com- 
plete answer to the country’s economic 
predicament and that recovery must be 
brought about by the efforts of British 
industry. “ Despite Marshall Aid, des- 
pite the American and Canadian loans, 
Great Britain is still not paying her way 
in the world and, although palliatives 
may temporarily disguise the effects, the 
only cure lies in harder work, increased 
efficiency and the full mobilisation of the 
industrial genius of the British people.” 

Following are extracts from _ the 
remainder of the Report : 

Housing.—The prospects for the future 
of housing, under present policy, are not 
encouraging. The recent cut of £35 
million will reduce the programme for 
1950 to about 170,000 to 180,000 houses. 
The decision that this cut should - fall 
almost entirely on private enterprise 
housing is open to serious criticism. It 
can only be described as unfair discrim- 
ination, not only against the private enter- 
prise house-builder, but also against that 
section of the community whose need 
for new houses can be fully justified and 
who would be willing to purchase them 


without any cost to the rates and taxes. - 


Housing subsidies are already costing the 
country over £70 million a year and are 
increasing at the rate of £6 million a year. 
Thus, at a time when the emphasis is on 
saving, and when local authorities are 
concerned because the present rate of 
subsidy from the national exchequer is 
not sufficient to maintain rates at their 
present levels without increasing rents, 
the decision to cut down the number of 
unsubsidised private enterprise houses 
cannot be justified. 

Labour Relations.—The joint negotiat- 
ing machinery for the building industry, 
both nationally and regionally, has func- 
tioned well during 1949. The National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry 
has again succeeded in nearly every in- 
stance in reaching joint agreement with 
the trade unions on the main principles. 
The Report goes on to say that the chief 
problems in recent months have been 
associated with the need for preserving 
stability in the standard wage rates in 
the face of—{i) a tendency in some dis- 
tricts towards outbidding for labour; (ii) 
a policy wage restraint urged by the 
Government and sponsored by the 
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T.U.C.; (iii) a further curtailment of 
building activity announced by the 
Government in the autumn. 


Education and Training.—During 1949 
much attention has been given by the 
Federation to questions of apprentice- 
ship and education and training in the 
building industry and the Report notes 
that there has been an intensification of 
interest in these matters. The Feder.- 
tion has also beén engaged in collabo:- 
ating on the training of general: foremen 
in the industry which has been given 
fresh impetus during 1949. 

Timber Supplies-—-The Report notes 
that, following upon the announcement 
in the autumn of the devaluation of the 
pound, it became evident that a reduc- 
tion in the proportion of softwood 
imports from the dollar area would 
immediately arise. . At that time the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer stated that 
yet more stringent economy would be 
necessary in the amount of timber used 
in building. So far as housing is con- 
cerned there has not been a formal reduc- 
tion in the allowance of 1.6 standards 
per house of 1,000 ft. sup., but local 
authorities, contractors and _ private 
builders are now expected to regard that 
allowance as a maximum. to be applied 
for only in exceptional cases. 

{In the opinion of the Federation the 
removal of restriction on private trading 
in timber would help to reduce costs. 


Cement and Bricks.—The Report notes 
that the production of cement has been 
maintained at the rate anticipated at the 
beginning of the year and that the out- 
put for 1949 is expected to be bigger 
than for any other year. 
been announced by the cement industry 
that cement production in 1949 estab- 
lished an all-time record. Deliveries to 
the home market amounted to 7,429,000 
tons—an increase of 7.7 per cent. over 
1948.) Representations have been made 
by the Federation to the Ministry of 


Works that the home market position § 
should not be prejudiced by any increase § 


in exports. In regard to bricks the 
Report states that builders in all 
regions have experienced considerable 
difficulty during the year in  obtain- 
ing adequate supplies, the position 
being particularly acute in the North- 
East, where an almost complete break- 
down in supplies was only averted by 
hurried transfers from other areas. Stocks 
declined from 515 million at the end of 
1948 to 165 million in October, 1949. 
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FACULTIES OF ARCHITECTS 
AND SURVEYORS 
Annual Dinner and Ball 


(THE Town and Country Planning Act 
_ and the) Health Ministry’s housing 
policy were subjects criticised at the 
annual dinner and ball of the Central 
London Branch of the Faculty of Archi- 
tects and Surveyors and the Faculty of 
Surveyors of England, held at the Savoy 
Hotel, London, on January 26. 
_Describing it as a most complicated 
piece of legislation, Mr. LEoNnarD 
BLAUSTEN, chairman at the dinner and a 
vice-president of the Faculty of 
Surveyors of England, said that the Act 
was Causing very great strain and concern 
to architects and surveyors. The applica- 
tions which had to be made and 
approvals sought from various Govern- 
ment Departments seemed endless, with 
the result that clients lost interest and 
the ultimate effect was less employment 
for the community. Whatever govern- 
ment came into power after the General 
Election it would have to make drastic 
changes in the clauses of the Act. 


Mr. Blausten spoke also of high 
development charges which he considered 
might reasonably be cut by 50 per cent. 
This system would be fairer to the 
prospective developer and he _ believed 
that the Central Land Fund would still 
benefit to a great extent. 

Sir Harry R. SELLEy, national presi- 

dent of the Federation of Master 
Builders, in proposing the toast of “The 
Joint Faculties,” spoke on the theme of 
“houses, houses and more houses”; they 
were, he said, the paramount need of our 
nation to-day. Crriticising the housing 
policy which had prevailed for the past 
five years, he said that it would never 
produce the number of dwellings needed. 
He had been building houses for 30 
years and knew that, given the oppor- 
tunity, private builders were able to 
build houses of as good a quality as, if 
not ‘better than, those provided by local 
authorities. 
_ The present situation so far as build- 
ing was concerned, Sir -Harry declared, 
made it impossible to plan ahead. No 
one, for instance, would dare now to buy 
100 acres of land because they could not 
be sure that development would be 
allowed on it and they would also have 
to consider what the development charge 
would amount to in the event of their 
being allowed to build. 

A brief reference to the possibility of 
a recognised register of surveyors being 
established shortly was made by Mr. 

. H. Murray, who responded to Sir 
Harry Selley. Quick progress towards 
this end had been made in recent months, 
he said, and he believed it was a pro- 
gressive move. Britain was lagging 
behind other countries in this respect, for 
this was the only country in which sur- 
veyors were not registered. 


Swedish Glass Down. 


Following five years of research, the 
first Swedish glass down may soon appear 
in the market, according to statements in 
the Swedish Press. Producers are the 
Billesholm-Héganias concern, South 
Sweden, who for the past 20 years have 
been manufacturing glass wool extensively 
used for certain insulation purposes. It 
is claimed that the new Swedish product 
is well ahead of present-day European 
and fully equal to the American types. A 
development of glass wool, and resemb- 
ling thermo-wadding in its unfinished 
State, glass down is said to be superior 
to glass wool as insulating material. 
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LIMITED PRICES FOR POST- 
1939 HOUSES 
Housing Act Clause 


A CORRESPONDENT writes: One 
of Mr. Aneurin Bevan’s last acts 
before the General Election became immi- 
nent was to make sure that no one who 
owns a house built since 1939 can sell 
it at an unduly high price. Few house 
owners recognise that restrictions on the 
“ permitted price” and “ permitted rent” 
of post-1939 houses will apply until 
December 20, 1953. This is the result of 
a section in the Bevan housing act which 
passed through Parliament last year, 
hardly noticed except by students of hous- 
ing. If, for example, a man coming out 
of the army in 1945 decided to put his 
gratuity and savings into a small house 
and found a builder willing to build at 
a price under £1,200, such a house can 
only be sold to-day at the permitted 
price. 

If there was any clandestine passing of 
notes over on the quiet to a builder in 
order to obtain a larger house, this extra 
can be regarded as a dead loss. In the 
register of Local Land Charges, which is 
kept in the offices of every local authority, 
there will probably be recorded the per- 
mitted price, which would be the maxi- 
mum selling price for post-1939 dwellings. 
If the present owner dares even to offer 
to sell such a house at a higher price 
than that permitted, he becomes liable 
on summary conviction to a fine of up 
to £100 and imprisonment up to three 
months. These drastic provisions apply 
to all privately-built houses erected since 
1939. There is no use trying to get round 
the law by adding a further price for the 
garden, for this is legally forbidden. 
The whole plot of land shown in the 
building plans must be included in the 
price. 


L.M.B.A. 
Visit of National President 
Mr. R. O. Lioyp, O.B.E., the new 
President of the National Federation, is 
to attend the meeting of the Council of 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
on Thursday, February 9. It will be the 
first visit of his presidential year. Before 


.the meeting, Mr. Lloyd is being enter- 


tained to an informal luncheon by the 
L.M.B.A. Mr. R. R. Costain, C.B.E., 
the new President of the L.M.B.A., will 
preside. 


Area Chairmen. 


The following Chairmen of areas of 
the London Master Builders’ Association 
have been elected for the current year. 

Central Area No. 1: H. Vincent (Leslie 

and Co. Ltd.), Kensington. 

Central Area No. 2: A. Pond (John 
Lewis Building Ltd.), Greenford. 
Central Area No. 3: T. M. Sapcote 

(Walter Gladding Ltd.), E.1. 

Central Area No. 4: W. A. Watts 

(James Watt (Catford) Ltd.), Catfora. 
Central Area No. 5: E. G. S. Buchanan 
(W. H. Lorden and Son Ltd.), S.W.17. 
Northern Area: R. W. Brocksopp 
(Buckingham and Sons), N.W.4. 
North-Eastern Area: A. G. Luton 
(J. T. Luton and Son Ltd.), E.15. 
North-Western Area: T. Cutler 
(Cheney Hill Estates Ltd.), Pinner. 
Southern Area: R. F. Mansell (R. 
Mansel! Ltd.), Croydon. 
South-Eastern Area: J. L. M. Miller 
(P. Miller and Son), Dartford. 


South-Western Area: F. M. Coyle 
(Fredk. Coyle and Co. Ltd.), 
Brentford. 
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CLINKER BLOCK 
MANUFACTURERS 
Annual Lunch and Meeting 


THE steady progress since 1920 of 

research to improve the quality of 
clinker blocks was outlined by Mr. 
ROBERT FITZMAURICE, Director of 
Research (Building Development), Min- 
istry of Works, at the first annual lun- 
cheon of the Federation of Clinker Block 
Manufacturers, held in London on 
January 24. 

As a result of this research, said Mr. 
Fitzmaurice, a first-class aggregate for 
clinker blocks had been developed and he 
believed that manufacturers with the 
finest indigenous material now at their 
disposal were in a position to produce 
a good clinker block and thus correct the 
mistaken idea that clinker blocks were 
still unsuitable as a standard building 
material. They were an ideal material 
and there was, he felt convinced. infinite 
scope for their use in modern construc- 
tional work. 

Referring to the principal features 
necessary in a good block, Mr. Fitz- 
maurice said that while strength was 
important there was no sense in making 
a block much stronger than the purpose 
for which it was required. A well-made 
block was firm throughout and would 
not crumble to pieces when cut with a 
trowel. The combustible content should 
be low. He suggested that manufacturers 
should also concern themselves with 
designing blocks in such a way as to make 
them easy to handle. : 

Mr. Fitzmaurice ended by saying that 
some of the best examples of the effec- 
tive use of clinker concrete were to be 
found in Holland, where it was recognised 
as being a very useful material. Mr. H. 
RupeBECcK, president of the Federation, 
reminded members that they were hold- 
ing their first luncheon and expressed 
the hope that it would be the forerunner 
of many. He reasserted the prirnary 
object for which the Federation existed, 
saying that the improvement in the 
quality of clinker blocks was of the first 
importance. 

Among other speakers at the luncheon 
was Mr. C. B. PHILLIPS from the Ministry 
of Works. . : 

At the annual general meeting which 
followed, Mr. Rudebeck (Concrete Slab 
Co.,'London, Ltd.) was re-elected presi- 
dent and Mr. L. Herring (Atlas Stone 
Co., Ltd.), vice-president. 


INCORPORATED INSTITUTE 
OF CARPENTERS 


Tuis year the Incorporated British 
Institute of Certified Carpenters cele- 
brates the 60th anniversary of its forma- 
tion in 1890. Founded in that year by 11 
men who had passed the examination of 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters 
in 1888-9, it was incorporated in 1903. 
Since then it has grown rapidly and now 
has eight full sections. They cover the 
North-Western, North-Eastern, Western, 
Midland, and Southern areas of England, 
a Scottish section centred around Edin- 
burgh, a West of Scotland section centred 
around Glasgow, and an Australian sec- 
tion centred around Melbourne. ’ 

To celebrate this anniversary a Dia- 
mond Jubilee Dinner will be held on 
April 1, 1950, at the Tavistock Res- 
taurant, Charing Cross-road, W.C.1. 


Building Research Digest. 

The Building Research Station, Gar- 
ston, Watford, Herts., have recently issued 
their Digest No. #2 dealing with “ The 
Design of Flat Concrete Roofs in Rela- 
tion to Thermal Effects.” 
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MANUFACTURE OF 
WOOD-WASTE BOARDS 


Production by the Continuous 
Process 


AN explanation of the process by 
which wood-waste boards can be 
produced in continuous lengths was given 
by Mr. WILLIAM J. FISCHBEIN, when he 
addresed a conference on “ Wallboard 
from Waste,” arranged by the North- 
Eastern Wood Utilisation Council of 
America, in co-operation with Harvard 
University, at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
U.S.A., in September last. 

Mr. Fischbein said :— 


To-day, all of us are concerned with 
conserving natural resources and making 
every ounce of raw material play its part. 
This is particularly necessary in the lum- 
ber industry, where for centuries man 
has been profligate in the use of timber. 
It is common knowledge to all of us that 
in the course of transfer from forest to 
mill, and mill to industrial use, vast quan- 
tities of wood-waste accumulate and 
are put to no useful purpose. We 
are concerned with finding valuable out- 
lets for this rich material. Most other 
industries have been faced with the same 
problem and have partly, if not com- 
pletely, solved it. Scrap metals and scrap 
paper are almost universally reclaimed. 
Textiles wastes are converted into essen- 
tial materials and the chemical industry 
has from its by-products created new 
materials, often more valuable than the 
original. 

It is natural that we should think in 
terms of reconstituting wood waste into 
sheets or boards to supplement natural 
jumber and fibre. Under the stress of 
necessity this new industry has made con- 
siderable progress in many countries, and 
notably in Britain. There are to-day 
some dozen companies in England manu- 
facturing wood-waste boards of one kind 
or another. 


I make so bold as to say, however, 
that in many cases the industry has got 
off to a false start. By that I mean that 
the whole approach has been a wrong 
one. In the first place because timber, 
plywood and similar materials were un- 
obtainable, or rigidly controlled by 
licences, efforts were made to produce 
synthetic boards without serious con- 
sideration as to their quality or cost. In 
the second place, partly because of the 
need for speed to get into a market 
which was artificially inflated, those con- 
cerned were anxious to utilise existing 
plant and machinery rather than develop 
specially built machinery. The result 
was that nearly all developments em- 
ployed standard veneering and similar 
presses because they happened to be 
available. This in turn necessitated manu- 
facture by an intermittent batch system, 
involving manual or mechanical filling of 
trays and moulds, pressing, curing, 
emptying and so on through the cycle. 


Need for Low-Cost Production. 


Now I am not condemning a system 
which operates successfully for the manu- 
facture of many products, but it is not 
generally a speedy method of manufac- 
ture and it is not a particularly cheap 
one. Experience has shown that it is 
only really economic where compara- 
tively high-priced products like decora- 
tive laminates are concerned. In trying 
to make good boards from a waste pro- 
duct there is, above all else, an urgent 
need to mass-produce at the lowest 
possible cost in order that the finished 
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material may compete in price and quality 
with established materials and earn the 
right to a market of its own on its 
merits. - . 

When my own company considered 
this matter some years ago this point 
was the first to claim our attention. I 
was particularly anxious to develop a 
process which was not dependent in any 
way on conditions of scarcity or a false 
market. We studied the production of 
materials like sheet glass, sheet steel and 
sheet aluminium, and I held the view that 
the way to produce wood-waste boards 
economically and efficiently was to oper- 
ate on these lines, a dynamic system of 
continuous production. Since the raw 
materials were different in kind and tex- 
ture from any of the products I have 
mentioned, and since also the develop- 
ment of this new industry would not war- 
rant the vast and expensive plant used 
in some of the older industries, it meant 
starting from scratch to evolve a compara- 
tively low-cost unit post which would 
give high output and cheap production. 

The ideas I had were put into shape 
some five or six years ago. Since then 
I have been able to gather together a 
first-class team of engineers and plastic 
scientists to amplify and develop those 
ideas, and my company, after spending 
considerable sums of money, has now 
completed such machines. 

I do not need to emphasise again the 
advantages of continuous production so 
far as the saving of labour and overheads 
are concerned. There is another advan- 
tage in that the elimination of the human 
element also ensures greater standardisa- 
tion and uniformity in the finished pro- 
duct. 


A Manufacturing Process. 


The basic idea of the machine is to 
feed a continuous layer of suitably mixed 
material through heating and pressure 
zones so that the desired physical and 
chemical changes can take place and a 
board of the desired density and strength 
result. Owing to lack of adhesion be- 
tween the particles of the layer in the 
early changes and the necessity for main- 
taining pressure on the material for an 
appreciable length of time, a rolling pro- 
cess is obviously not feasible. To, pro- 
vide an initial squeeze and to maintain 
the appropriate pressure on the layer 
afterwards, the machine is constructed 
with an upper and lower track, both 
moving at the same speed in the same 
direction. The convergence of the track 
members at the entrance gives a pre- 
determined pressure, and thereafter the 
members of the track maintain any de- 
sired pressure on the board as it passes 
through the machine. 

We employ sawdust, reduced to a given 
moisture content first and mixed with 
dry, powdered resin. The percentage of 
resin is small; we can produce very good 
boards with as little as 5 per cent. Before 
reaching the pressure zone the material 
is preheated. 

The development of this continuous 
press has involved great experiment and 
research. We had to design an endless 
belt of movable platens which would 
exert a pressure of between 200 to 300 
p.s.i.; which would eliminate friction and 
allow for the expansion of the individual 
platen members in the heating process. 
The platens had also to be designed to 
facilitate cleaning of accumulated dust 
and to produce clean-cut edges. Then 


theré were a number of devices to de- 
velop which would automatically give 
an even thickness to the layer and over- 
come the natural angle of repose of 
layers of the sawdust mixture. 


Again, 
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in order to obtain a board with smooth 
surfaces, it was essential to avoid gaps 
between the pressure platen members. 

There is provision on our machine for 
facing the board with paper, aluminium, 
fabric or any other surfacing material 
which is available in rolls, in one opera- 
tion. In addition, where veneers of wood 
or plastics are only available in sheet 
form, they can be introduced during the 
production cycle and bonded in the one 
process. 


Some Advantages. 


Another great advantage of the 
machine is the ability to produce core 
material for final veneering. This core 
can, if necessary, be manufactured with 
the resins incompletely cured. The full 
density and final cure is carried out in 
the ordinary laminating presses used for 
surfacing. Apart from economics in- 
volved in this method of producing a 
core material, there are other advantages. 
One is that there is less likelihood of a 
breakdown in the core under laminating 
pressure. Another is that a high-pressure 
laminator can lay the impregnated sheets 
on the core and the polymerisation of 
both the laminate and the internal core 
will be effected in one and the same time, 
improving the bond and saving the neces- 
sity of a secondary glueing process. 

The board leaves the press in a con- 
tinuous length. An automatic and ad- 
justable cutter gives a cross cut accur- 
ately at right angles to the edges of the 
board at whatever speed the machine is 
operating. Thus boards of any given 
length are automatically provided. No 
manual process is required throughout 
the operation and the minimum of labour 
is necessary for control and supervision. 

The machine operates at 10, 12 and 14 
feet per minute, according to the thick- 
ness of the board being produced. It is 
designed for continuous operation on a 
24-hour shift, and allowing: very reason- 
able periods of stoppage for maintenance 
and overhaul, a single machine can easily 
produce 10 million square feet of board 
in a year. Considering that the cost of 
the plant is modest, £35,000—this is a 
notable output for the plant cost. 

A number of these machines are in 
the course of manufacture now and I 
expect it will not be long before several 
of thém will be operating in U.S.A. 


Companies Wound Up. 


In the Companies Court on January 
30, Mr. Justice Vaisey had before him 
a petition for the compulsory winding 
up of Ross, Builders, Ltd. 

The petitioners were the Commissioners 
of Inland Revenue for the balance of a 
debt and an additional sum. There was 
no opposition and an order was made for 
the compulsory winding up of the com- 
pany. 

A compulsory order was also made 
“ye the winding up of Tudor Construction, 

td. 


Council House Economics. 


Economics of the council house is the 
subject of a broadsheet (No. 308) issued 
by P.E.P. (Political and Economic Plan- 
ning), 16, Queen Anne’s Gate, S.W.1. It 
gives factual information on the state of 
municipal housing accounts, on rent in- 
creases, on the current cost of building 
and other matters. This information is 
based on a survey of 162 boroughs and 
urban. districts, carried out in conjunction 
with the Institute of Municipal Treasurers 
and Accountants. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
1951 Health Congress. 


The Royal Sanitary. Institute have 
accepted an invitation from the Corpora- 
tion of Southport to hold the Health 
Congress in Southport in 1951, from 
April 23 to 27. 


Timber Course. 


_Dr. H. E. Desch, F.R.I.C.S., is _plan- 
ning his one-week timber course at South- 
field House, Oxford, for the week com- 
mencing March 27 to April 1, assembling 
on the evening of Sunday, March 26. The 
fee is £13 16s. Applications for particu- 
lars and entrance forms should be made 
to Dr. H. E. Desch, 1b, Middle Temple- 
lane, London, E.C.4. 


Selective List of Architects. 


_A selective list of practising architects 

giving details of style, address and part- 
nership has been issued by Messrs. 
British Data Services, 22, Montalt-road, 
Woodford Green, Essex. The general 
arrangement of the list is mainly in geo- 
graphical sections, but a complete “find- 
ing” index is also included. The price 
of the list is £13 13s. and £10 10s. 
for annual renewal. 


Housing Contracts Policy. 


The Borough Architect, in a recent 
report to the Housing Committee of 
Southampton Corporation, stated that, 
with a view to the employment on hous- 
ing of local labour now engaged on un- 
licensed and other work, he had investi- 
gated the possibility of letting contracts 
for houses in small groups comprising 
a total. of 54 dwellings in 10 contracts. 
The committee adopted his suggestion 
and agreed that tenders be negotiated 
with the Southampton and District Asso- 
ciation of Building Trades Employers, 
who should also be requested to submit 
the names of suitable contractors willing 
to undertake the work. 


Repairs to Temporary Dwellings. 
Liverpool Corporation is concerned 
about the costs of repair work to its pre- 
fabricated dwellings which have only been 
occupied about three years. Already the 


‘maintenance charges are running to as 


much as £20,000 a year, and there are 
no. indications that the costs will be 
reduced. 

Hundreds of doors have had to be re- 
placed because they did not withstand 
weather conditions, while large-scale 
repainting and maintenance of electrical 
equipment are also responsible for heavy 
financial burdens. It has been suggested 
that the Corporation should approach the 
Government with a view to obtaining 
some financial relief. 


House Improvement or Conversion. 


_ Local authorities and others who are 
inviting tenders for improvement or con- 
version of houses under the Housing 
(Scotland) Act, 1949, should ask for 
“firm price tenders,” according to a 
circular which has just been issued by 
the Department of Health for Scotland. 
The circular explains that while tenders 
for new housing work have at present 
to be adjusted because of the fiuctua- 
tions in the levels of wages or the price 
of materials, the Scottish National Build- 
ing Trade Federation (Employers) have 
agreed that firm price tenders which are 
not adjusted in this way are preferable 
for the type of work involved in im- 
provements or conversions under the Act. 
The Federation’s approval is limited to 
conan which do not exceed £3,000 in 
value. 
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Artists’ Almanac. 

George Rowney and Co., Ltd., 10, and 
11, Percy-street, London, W.i, have just 
published the 1950 edition of their Artists’ 


Almanac. This is once again offered 
free to artists, art societies and _ insti- 
tutions. 


1.9.8. Examinations. 


The Institute of Quantity Surveyors 
announce that the preliminary and profes- 
sional examinations will be held on 
March 13-17, inclusive, at centres in 
London, Glasgow, Liverpool, Leeds and 
Bristol. 


Land for Sand and Gravel. 


Allocation of land for sand and gravel 
working to maintain output in the 
Trent Valley over the next 50 “years is 
the subject of Part III of the Report of the 
Advisory Committee on Sand and Gravel, 
published by H.M.S.O. at 2s. net. Part 
IV of the Report (also published at 2s.) 
deals similarly with land allocation in the 
West Midlands. The Committee’s recom- 
mendations will guide the county councils 
in preparing their development plans 
under the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947. Other parts of the Report will 
be issued covering the rest of the country, 
and the final part will include an appen- 
dix on the after-treatment of worked-out 
areas and, possibly, recommendations on 
a method of financing such after-treat- 
ment. 


LAW REPORT 


The Town and Country Planning Acts, 
1944-1947 

KinGc’s BENCH DIVISION. 

BEFORE THE LoRD CHIEF JuSTICE (LORD 

GODDARD) AND JuSTICES HUMPHREYS 

AND HILBERY. 


North and Co., Ltd., and Others v. 
Minister of Town and Country Planning 


[XN a King’s Bench Divisional Court the 

Lord Chief Justice (Lord Goddard) 
and Justices Humphreys and Hilbery 
dismissed applications made for- the 
quashing of declaratory orders made by 
the Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning under the Avcts of 1944 and 1947 on 
property at Hull and Liverpool. 

The appellants were North and Co., 
Ltd., and M. Burton and Co., Ltd., and 
others of Hull and Liverpool, who 
challenged an Order made to declare 
the property subject to compulsory 
purchase for the purpose of dealing with 
it as war damage. 

In each case public inquiries had been 
made and declaratory Orders had been 
made under the Acts. « 

Mr. C. L. Henderson, K.C., for the 
appellants, argued that the Minister had 
no power to make the Orders he did. 
seeing that he was carrying over proceed- 
ings taken under the 1944 Act until after 
the Act of 1947 had come into force. 

The Attorney-General, Sir Hartley 
Shawcross, K.C., submitted that there 
were no procedural flaws at all, as under 
the two Acts there was a double system 
of compulsory acquisition. The 1947 
Act was really a continuation of the 
1944 Act. jl 

The Court dismissed the applications 
with costs. ern 

The Lord Chief Justice, in giving judg- 
ment, said it was obvious that the two 
Acts applied, seeing that one Act expired 
on June 30, and the other came into force 
on July 1. It was obvious that there was 
continuity and a vast saving of time and 
money. The Minister had acted within 
his powers and the Court accordingly 
dismissed the applications. 
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SCHOLARSHIPS FOR BUILDING 
APPRENTICES 
Three-Year Courses 


PPLICATIONS are now invited for 
= the Welfare Fund Scholarships of 
the Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council. Scholarships will be tenable 
for three years at a university or techni- 
cal college offering a degree or higher 
diploma course in building science. Candi- 
dates for university courses must be at 
least 17 years old, or 16 for diploma 
courses on April 1, 1950. 

Application must be made through, and 
supported by the recommendation of, the 
principal or head teacher of the educa- 
tional institution at which the candidate 
is attending or has attended. In making 
his recommendation, the principal or head 
teacher will take into account personal 
character, conduct, keenness, progress and 
efficiency in class studies and in practical 
work, and include an_ expression of 
opinion as to personality and mental 
capacity to benefit from a scholarship. 

The form of recommendation (A.W.15) 
will be forwarded to the local Joint 
Apprenticeship Committee for comments. 
In the case of part-time building students 
or ex-students, the form will also be sent 
to the employer, so that he can add his 
observations. The closing date for receipt 
of recommendations is April 1. 

Written examinations will be held on 
April 25 and 26 in London and provincial 
centres, on knowledge of the building 
industry, general knowledge, English and 
practical mathematics. From the written 
papers, selected candidates will be called 
to London for interview on May 25. These 
candidates, before being summoned for 
interview, will be required to furnish a 
written undertaking that, should they be 
successful in gaining an award, they will 
on completion of the course take up a 
position in the building industry as 
distinct from the professions, e.g., archi- 
tecture or surveying. At least five 
scholarships will be awarded this year. 

Leaflets setting out the arrangements 
fully may be obtained from: The Secre- 
tary, Building Apprenticeship and Train- 
ing Council, Lambeth Bridge House, 
Albert Embankment, London, S.E.1. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 

EUROPEAN ARCHITECTURE IN THE 20TH 
Century. VoL. 1. By Arnold Whittick. 
(London: Crosby Lockwood and Son, 
Ltd.) Price 30s. 

THE COMING OF AGE OF Woop. By 
Egon Glesinger. (London: Secker and 
Warburg.) Price 12s. 6d. 

AN INTRODUCTION TO PAINT TECHNO- 
Locy. (Oil and Colour Chemists’ Asso- 
ciation.) Price 5s. 3d., post free. 

BuILDING Science. Vor. 1. By 
D. A. G. Reid. (London: Longmans 
Green and Co., Ltd.) Price 6s. 

PRIVATE COMPANIES: THEIR MANAGE- 
MENT AND STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS. By 
Stanley Borrie. (London: Jordan and 
Sons, Ltd.) Price 9s., post free. 


«*s Books listed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Publisher, “ The Builder,” 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, W.C.2. Cash should 
accompany the order. 


M.o.W. Advisory Leaflet. 


The Ministry of Works have recently 
issued No. 5 in their series of advisory 
leaflets entitled “ Laying Screeds.” This 
series of leaflets is written to meet the 
needs of small builders, clerks of works, 
foremen, craftsmen and building students. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE [ st. 
FEB. 6, 1950 
(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors) 
KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. Town. Sue. 
Grade Classification, A Al A2 A3 Shrewsbury M.B. <2... .A 
Craftsmen 2/103 2/10 2/94 2/9 ne egeveeere de 
Labourers Fe) See SE Skipton U:D.«.0.212000.0Al 
Tow. eee roy Tone ae — UD. © cccccccece A2 
Jeeamedenes dd ee A3 | Felixstowe .. LOXtON .......000000++-A2 | g, <3 Si ence 
Burnham-on-Crouch —_ red ey Z || Eston” Ae coe Relea A methwick C.B. .......+. _ 
MTEMEY: onc cccessseccee leetwi yneham (Devon) ........ Al +25 
Burton-on-Trent C.B. “A Flint - Macclesfield Sctacica Al =<. - vy : “ 
Bury Si. Edmunds’ <.2:1A3 | Frinton - os gn ae Al 
SS Sa ee Te oS rae Siaiiy 63.63... ee 
ee Serer Al | Gainsborough R.D Maldon (Essex) .......... Al 
Calder Valley -....2.00..0+ re (Mid. pt.)..A2 | Malvern U.D. .......... A2 
7 a ee ea A | Gateshead ...........05. Af} Manchester 22.0). 26s 6t sco A 
Peay: .. occas A Gilagham (Kent) ......Al | Manningtree .......... Al 
Ashby-dela-Zouch UID." '-A | Canterbury 2.200020: A2 | Gloucester 2.202000.007AN | Mareh ssecet. llc 0l0AR 
es Dhyne aa - P ; shire, County of" $42 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of ik BANIEME <o5<. 555 6c cee 
Ashford (Middiesex ; aa Bert OT a see EEE cine cet ig Fe aeae Al 
po water Carmarthenshire, Caty.of ihe Goole = _ gE RS ese = ai Be bade ea A T Sale A 
gens semen Carnarvonshire, Cnty of £A3 OS BRA rear A Matlock t iS A ee 9’ Al | Stoke-on-Trent C.B. A 
Ashtead osc aeseeeeees ——* rt Grentham MiB. 11.2277. Al | Melksham ....0 00.00.02. A2 | Stoke Orchard .......... Al 
~ se hen Pond DOMME | ccactcsestey A | Gtavesend ...........005 A | Melton Constable ........ A3 | Stourbridge M.B........ rh, 
Aspetrie an NOR o> Se Pare. teeeees ener ves ‘A | Great Yarmouth <....: ++ A | Melton Mowbray U.D. _A2 | Stourport U.D. .......... 
= —— (parts of) ~ Chapel-enle-Frith sn edaaes Ai | Gtimsby (Yorks.) ........ A IRENA A | Stowmarket ......... 21 LA3 
Axlesbury ooo oee sees goog glee \. | Grimsby R.D. (Lincs.). ::.A3 Middlesbrough"... .722.77 A | Stratford-on-Avon M.B. ..Al 
wl y (Yorks) .......... 3 | Ch oem ne District De eae Al Guildford District ...... Be eee A fnew District A 
| piceedepibanetets A3 | Credle Stal) RD... -A | Guisborough ....00.... Al | Middlewich (27222201221: A rains goaro 
BNO siisivic anced evils mee be aerate EMIT feotnssscasestes A | Milford Haven... 0.0.2: ad | Sutton Coldfield MIB... 
a OD ony acces = euiiashem 30. le Al Raewen DGS. <6dbaceee A ne waawmibeslocien A | Swaffham 3.......... ees 
Lops akicaicpa cies ant TBO SERS ees OTIEY cn rececceccccescesA | SWAMRQO: .ccceceeceeces 
Bemard Castle U.D. Al +o naa Dita tp ie ° . RIN. ico ss cg cavcee A2 | Mundesley-....:.......:. A2 | Swansea ...cccccecveaviece - 
one mame ADS Loccee Al sicmete oo PG eer AEA PAMAIOR. 6.6 <0is0s.s cee A | Swindon .........eeeee A2 
ecm A cveccccceccce * Chesterfield M.B. ........ TO Se PE RR obo cali cen ccawies oe A | Swinton U.D. ........+.- = 
~ i a lace ieiate Chesterfield R.D. RE eee A | Newark-on-Trent R.D, ..Al | Tamworth M.B, 
rrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chester-le-Street U. D. eee < SEMEN «os cece eos ue A | Newbury . A2 | Tenterden = oe 
(exc. Thrussington A2) wr Page POG Re Gare eran A | Newcasile-on-Tyne ......A | Tewkesbury ets oe 1. Al 
—=0 A is teas wasup Chippenham (inc. Chippen- cn a OE Se Al | Newcastle-under-Lyme ....A | Thames Haven ....... A 
b "8 ae —, ham Within and Harden- —” a RE: A2 | New Forest District ...... ADA Mito: oss cx.ct ck 'oce A3 
y-on-the-Wolds A2).. huish) ca: Reepeeees A2 | Newmarket .. ic. -pf | Thpepelay .:...-.....-. A 
Basingstoke ............ re Chorley ee Hatiield (Herta) 220220000 A | Newport, Mon,’ ........7.A | Thurrock U.D.C. Area ...2A 
ed ceeccescescscccens A | Clacton .... “Al | Haywards Heath ........ A2 | Newport Pagnell \........A2 North of, to Billerica’ ." 
_ oe Se ebbcebwcesens ois A | Cleethorpes . -.A | Hemel Hempstead ...... A | Newton Abbot .:......Al | Tilbury y 
ten, MOOT Al | Clevedon “Al | Henley-on-Thames ...... A2 | Northallerton Dist. a Weems A 
ens & District ..Al | Cleveleys ee. Serre eee a1 eee Ce of Boo ~ Re A 
i penvenaesericeey A | Clitheroe... 2... A | Herefordshire, Cnty. of ...tA2 | North Shields ............ BOGUT. «5 ons schadecess Al 
Ea ae aaa > Coalville U.D. . A | HemeBay ............05 AZ | Norton Radstock Totnes i aidaecios mee 
OEE ee 5A | Cobham (Surrey) A AITROOR 85S s 2 cachece ts A | Norwich .......... Trowbridge ..........-. 
— oe umcnonnnes: Colchester ... A. | Bemam UD. ....5....0< A | Nottingham C.B. Tunbridge Wells... 
~~ ~4 galenanannaaner & Sto “te weenie POR ever cmp eee tar ° 
Bedlington 6.020200. 0. 00. PE Bem ea “Al | Highworth —....0......,A2 | Qakham U.D........... Uppingham (Salop) ....A! 
- A Seema aaa tees. 4 Hinckley U.D. cer av ae PARA Uttoxeter U.D. ..........A2 
Beeston & Stapicford U.D. “A CAMA «nce aces 2c call IEE oom sae vsscoenese rat... Waa weet bee 
Belper U.D. .......+..-. A | tment taki of tee FEE | on sonee eer Ep <> Sy Wallsend Be... ec... eee 
DE icbiteina es civenss OY oy apie oo eeepieeeeosec Sia Walsall C.B. A 
Berkhamsted ............ A | Cranbrook ...........c0e eR GS eee noe A2 oi ee a Walsden ....,...... ray 
Berrington ............ Al | Gaaeeh 1.2... ae Re De llegar Wakon-oa-hisse 2202251 Al 
Berwick District ........ Al | Crawley (Sussex) ........ A2 | Huddersfield ............ A ANNE oon Soave vom Ware eet a rn 
Beverley ...........0-00- ee PUL SRS eer aes: A | Peterborough ............. Warminster... .. rege A2 
Bexhill-on-Sea .......... It Icon eempmepsen i ere A2 ” Warrington .. Pee tee A 
«ual el aa A2 | Crowborough 9 12.11022.. A2 | Huntingdon (Staffs) ...... A | Pickering ............-. Warwick MLB. 3.2.0... A 
— Beeson. uae ms Gackt -. Sccecun cs A2 | Ilkley ‘A eer mae Si asteom ete Wellington R.D.........Al 
Billingham U.D. |...._1.A | Dalton-in-Furness ........ A oe oe Pontypridd District. 1... be eer osha" 3% ~ 
eS eer eee A | Darlington District ...... A | Isle of Sheppey a head a, Meets A 
alstix Isle of Sheppey ...... “"A2 | Portishead .............. Welwyn Gar. City A 
Birchington ............ Oe er ec A>} isin of Thantt. ~. A2 | Portland Stoneyards ...... A | West Bromwich CB. ...... . 
Birkenhead iacio ste sare 1 pte eeeeeeseeeeees A2 Isle of Wight .. : é a 5 : ‘ "A2 Ee Peer A | Westbury petra A2 
a tA Serny POM c5.ccececiey a ia ae. *"A | Port Talbot ..........-... A | Westcliff-on-Sea ......... nN 
i = > ee ee rete 0:00 0 Hig 01008 SE om sctéuc.cicis'sG cn ca ES 2 tel. kc oto oad 
Bishop's Stortford ra) ppntbepeneapaatae A2 | Keighley ....-....-..000. ol yp En Al 
— eee sees A oaee. County of ...... ae so sepasrhedenneet * Pulborough ............A2 cea are -Al 
Blackpool _ | “A | Diloot c..scecccss ccc | amen MRS occes oo | Reese Comm, $A See 
Blackwell R. D. : “A A3 RO, a vnic'n'n. sors 505 A Ramsgate .........+..-- A2 Whitby U.D. . 
Blaydon U. D. 7h oA meennebee Kidderminster M.B. .-.-.°A ee cores too) eee eee 
idworth .. oy i ea. A ing’s Lynn ........+++. A2 a ede a gy da 
Bi “ae - Dorset, County of (except- : a eee: cooveAl a EN Sissi an eae . wine se 
; ; ingsteignton .......... Te cece ; me 
Bogeor Regie . *i 2s inten a... \ | Redhill and Reigate |... A | Wigton ... 
Bolsover U.D. - rough U.D. i. Rios Spa RR * Willington oe 
Bolton j---- A om aa Al | Rochester 220.220.0204 | Wilts. County of 
mars: Peammingioa Ai. <0.0<[a | Rotherham’. 0.00.00.00. A | Winchester 
Sohanegenie Len ego ian oor | 
cerknecased et SERRA HES Salisbury City 92 ..2.6.00.A m 
Neko Lichfield * MB. 2.22222 DA1 | Salisbury Plain < 22.00.02: Wolverhampton —_ 
Rea Lincoln seveceeeseesA | Sawbridgeworth ........ A vaewroney Sas 
Saxmundham .......... A3 | Worcester 
Scarborough ....... “Ta | Workington —.... 
Scunthorpe Ct ee Worksop M.B. ..........A 
aren Sb. FT a 
Sheerness iL LLLLLLLIIAR | Wroughton so... cAz 























Labourers, 2s. 
Pits Plus oy r 


Co a — lies except whe 
unty rat ies 
“¢ ~ ane umbers in all ‘oun et Tian 


Wuneats Rasen, 
carry out work other than craft processes, Is. 83d. per ho 


* For Barton i Liverpool, ee :— Craftsmen, 3s.0d.: Labourers, 2s. 6d. 


are stated. 


receive 2d. per day Tool Allowances. 


+ all districts throughout the —— the rate of wages for women engaged in craft 


a Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 181. 


In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is :— 


processes is 2s. O}d. per “our. 






Women introduced (0. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials at works at Lendon statiens, or site, in London area as stated. Prices 


for smaller quantities ex merchant’s warehouse will ef course be higher. Owing to the exceptional 


circumstances which prevail at 


the present time, prices of materials should be cenfirmed by inquiry. The prices of softwoods are for cash on delivery. 


BRICKS, etc. 


£ 
First Hard Stocks ... as a pace 
coat Hard Stocks ks . 


tocks 
fa Toaded yer ‘into lorry at the works. The question 
of hai very difficult and prices must be 
ae jeb to job. 
24-in. Nominal 


At Maiden To Sites in West 
Phorpres Bricks. District 


Lane Stn., Central 
per 1,000 per 1,000 
s. d. 8. 
Commons mA ane 73 0 , 85 
Cellular (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) 85 
K pi a “Ha 75 0 87 
Cellular Keyed (No del. at present Lon. Stns.) 87 
Cellular Ri (No del. a s yt08 

z ustics' . at present Lon. Stns. 
Single Bullinose ... aes 93 0 105 
Sandfaced — 103 0 4 


Cortex F Facing Brick 
*At Kae Cross Sin. 


ecoococooo® 


i 
i 
eB 


£ s. d. 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. Gasies Stns.) 18 16 0 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) ... 20 20 
Blue Wire Cuts | rey. Stns.) 16 14 6 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (Del. London Sites) 8 5 0 
Uxbridge Whites (Del. Londen a as 68 0 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (Londen ns.) | — 
£s ¢€ £ «4d. 
24 in. a S 50 2010 0 
Giazep Bricks (London Stns.). given 
below are now subject te a percentage addition of 274 
for Best, and 224 for Soest quali 
Best White Ivery *ble Strewchers io ate © 
and Salt Glazed Dis Headers ... 4810 0 
Stretcher 40 0 0.One side & two ends 54 10 0 
Headers 39 10 O Two sides & oneend56 0 @ 
ins,Bullnose Splays and Squints 52 0 0 
& 44 in. Flats 50 0 


. extra over white. 
Hard Glaze, £5 10s. Od. extra over white. 
Haulage to site 20s. 1,000. 


PARTITION SLABS. 
Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLitow CLay PARTITION BLOCKS. 








London Brick Company. 
Minimum Lorry Loads. Keyed. s. d. 
2” per yd. sup. 120 yds. 2s 1 
eS = ae 3 4 
3 - é 100 ,, 40 
v 84 ,, 47 
Half blocks add 2s. per yard — to above prices. 
Y 34 d. roa a oe z d. 3 6 
a ° sup. ... pery sup. 
23° » iw 2 @ . = © 4 
CRANHAM TERRA teal 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super : 
Size12x9x23” 4, 34 
Size 12 x 9 x 3” Re es 40 
Size 12 x9 x 4” aa ie ‘ #3 47 
H Twe Smves. 
Washer icc 3 1 veh SS ee 40 
IZSSR EE ssctoe 3 4 12x9x4’... 47 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
~~ > 2d. Bas smooth one side, and 4d. for smeoth 
side: 


STONE. 
BATH STONE— s. d. 
EGG OGRE diccescesseccesss 5 4 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 6 4 





Delivered in railway trucks at Se th 
Lambeth, G.W.R., per ft. cube. 
PORTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in randem blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nipe Elms, S. Riy. — ....ccccseseses per ft. cube 6 14 


Note.—1id. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
Horron-Woop 
F.O.R. Wirksworth, Derbyshire. 
Random bliecks up te 3 ft. 3 in. long and not 
over 18 cu. r ft. cube 
Random sizes sawn 2 p «oy up to 
5 ft. long and not over 15 ft. super, 
iin Cn Le 
York Stone, Biue—Robin Heed Quality. 
Delivered at any Goods Station, Londen. 
6 in. sawn twe sides landings to sizes ( 
STE GHEY cecsnccinctyavesesxss per ft. super 
6 in. rubbed twe sides, ditto ae 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
Om SIZES) .........eeeeseserereees a 
2in. to 2} in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) a “an 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto 
Harp Yorr— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London 
Scrappled random blocks per ft. cube 
6 in. sawn two sides meee es to sizes (under 
40 ft. super) per ft. super 10 0 
6 in. rubbed two sides, ‘ditto 11 10 


22 6 


_ 


NRHN aA OO” 
— 


Ze w of 


See eereeceseees 2° ” 


13 4 


CEMENT. 


Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specie 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. s. d. 
6-ten leads and upwards site......... per ton 3 2 6 
ee a ae 376 
In nen-returnable pa charged at 


pdm ton or 6d, cach net Per sack 
in lets 
In pokes me charged at 8/- 


per ton. 

In jute sacks charged 
of 35/6 ee ef cement of 1/94 net 
per sack in lots ef less than 1 ton. Credit 
on return at 1/6 net per sack, 

“ Ferrocrete”” Rapid Hardening Cement 
at 6-ton loads po upwards s: 

1- te 6-tons site 
In paper bags 8/— per ton extra. 

“* Aquacrete ’’ Water Repellent cement, 31/6 
per ten on erdinary “ Blue Circle’’ 
prices. In paper bags, 8/— per ton extra. 

at Buff or Khaki “ Celorcrete”’ in 6-ton 





Other coleurs, according to coleur. In 4- 
ton lets from 172/— to 396/- per ton 
(inclu paper ). 

“ Snowcrete’’ White Portland Cement (In 
{OS WEAPEE DAE) sce cccccccesececscccsacccoescoece 

oS a percwt. 0 14 

“ 417’? Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 
Delivered Site London Area in 6-ten lots 
ORE GEE 5 no ccc ccccaccseccccccccsocecessee 
In paper bags 8/~ per ton extra. 

Super Cement (Waterproef)in London Area 

"S1/6 per ton above Portland Cement, plus 


Cullamix Tyrolean Finish...£7 14s. 6d. to 9 8 O 
(1-ton lets and upwards, including cost 


of paper bags) 
ae ' £ s.d. 
Parian Cement 8 6 9 Keen’sCement, White8 6 9 
Pink 8 1 9 
PLASTER. 
£ s. d. £.¢..¢ 
Cearse, Pink 511 9 Sirapite, Coarse 56 
» White 19 ini 6°34 
Above prices for 1-ten loads and over London Area. 
Blue Lias Lime, Hydrated Lime, 
inc. bags 6- 6-ton lots ............ 4 6 
ton lots...... 5 17 
Granite Chips Lump, Lime, 
6-ton a. as OC ton lots .......6 3 
. per cwt.. 446 


Stourbridge Fireclay in paper bags £4 2s. 0d., 6-ton 
lets at railway depet. 


PLASTER AND WALL BOARDS. 


Plaster (Gypsum) Boards ?i ~ thick, 600 yds. and 

over in ene delivery 1/8 sq 

Wall Boards—3 and 4’ eat Pang Cte te 12’, #” thick. 

600 yds. and over in one delivery, i/ 11 sq. yd. 
Carriage paid to site. 











MASTER TYPING 


SPECIALISTS IN 


Typing and Duplicating 
Bills of Quantities 
Specifications 


WEEK-END EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Telephone - - WiMbledon 3397 
and BAYswater 8208 


MASTERTYPING LTD. 


34, SOUTH M@LTON 5ST., W.1 


Phone us at MAYFAIR 2874/5. We will 
collect at once and deliver in the shortest 
possible time. 


SAND. 

D/D site in full lorry loads. ices for 

aeeae of Westminster, Paddington eng of and 
St. Pancras. $. 

i tiasidaen ee 15 


~~ 
Aannonoo 





Delivered at London rate stations in full truck ioads 
Per 1,000 






of not less than 6 tOMs..........s--seeseceeseeses 
f.o.r. London 

Best machine-made tiles from Broseley or £ s. d. 
Staffordshire districts.............++seseese+ 9 14 6 
Ditto, hand-made, ditto. ic 1111 0 
Ornamental ditto ............0.ceseeeee . 2/4 6 
Hip and valley tiles—Hand-made ...... om 5 
(per dozen) —Machine-made ...... 018 4 


Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 


SLATES. 


First-quality slates from Penrhyn or Portamadoc 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate Siation. 


Per 1,000 actual £ s. d. s. 
24 by en cceass 69 18 O 18 by 10 ....... 35 10 6 
y7 4 61 4 4 18by9 ...... 5 

3 a 55 0 6 16by 10 ....... 3113 3 
oS S70 16b;78 ise...... 2413 9 
20 by 10 ...... 4 6 3 
Nore: Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 

PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
Delivered in London 
M.O.H. 


S.D. Brs Cocxs CrutcH HEAD, For 1 TON. 
4in. 66/— in. 108/— per doz. 
Tomer Brs Cocks For IRON. 
4in. 114/— jin. 171/- per doz. 

S.D. Stop Cocks For IRON. 
lin. 1Ifim. 1}in. 2 in. 
189/— 312/— 468/- 840/— per doz 
_S.D.S. WITH Two UNIONS FOR LEAD. 
din. Fin. 1 in. ie jin. 2in 
/- 150/— 312/- 408/- 642/- 1056/- per doz. 
Dousie Nut Borer SCREWS. 

Zin. lin. 1}in. 14in. 2in. 

20/—- 36/— 68/— 108/— 140/- per doz. 
HEAVY ye BALL VALVES. 


2 in, ijt in Be 

150/- 363/- 394/— Bs) 0/— per doz. 
Caps AND SCREWS. 

2m. 3in. Hin 

41/- 79/- 107/- 

Brass SLEEVES. 

3in. 3in. 

67/- 77/- 


tin. Zin. 
72/- 111/- 


itin. 1}in. 4in. 

2 33/- 139/— per doz. 
isin. 2in. 4in. 

29/- 36/- 101/- per doz. 
WITH Brass Ci iG SCREWS 

14x 6lb. .  3xT7Ib. 

Lead P. 71/- 89/- 219/— per doz. 

Lead S. 87/- 108/- 291/- per doz. 


So_pER.—Plumbers’ 3/1, Tinmen’s 3/9, Blow pipe 


3/10 per Ib. 
ana  —_———— 1/5% per Ib. Basis. 


Brass Tubes ............ 1/3 per Ib. Basis. 
extras. 


LEAD TRAPS 
13 x 6 |b. 


Basis prices are subject to 
GLUE. 





Oak Varnish 
Fine do. .. 







Best Japan Gold Size . 
Best Black Japan 
Brunswick Black 


| poeta ae 
French and Brush Polish..... 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene 





i 


* The information given on these pages has b 
specially compiled for THe BumLper, and is c 

The aim in this list is to give, as far as poss: + 
average prices ef materials, not the 
or lowest. Quality. and quantity obvieusly 


pricen—o thet walt Bente Ss  ceonean 
ho make use of this information. Prices are subject 








4 in. sawn two sides slabs (random 

BIBER)  ceccevcccccvccresocceccecocces , ae 6 5 
3 in. ditto ditto ...... 410 
2 in. self-faced randem flags per yd. super 19 9 











3 Ss cor cual. euth Giensua. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) LEAD, etc. TRADE NEWS Si 
‘ Per ton. 
Sen Bote at top of peoveding page. (Deliveries in London, 5 cwts.) iif $ | Fitm’s Principal Contracts. s 
Laap.—Sheet, English, 34 Ib. and up ...... 116 0 0| The principal contracts carried out by . 
PAINTS, etc. id eee Messrs. Holloway Brothers (London) C 
s. d. i . Ltd., 157, Millbank, Westminster, S.W.1 
Linseed Oil (5 galls.)...... 15 6 = - lots | 7.0" ; 2 2 ws Be 
Bailed Linseed re A pie) Se - — 15 11 mee gg pg and Pras: YY on po since 1882, have been listed and published E 
mec fa Wi Lead ; fice kegs). ay 7 9 6 under 5 cwt., 3s. per cwt. extra. Batre if cat to size.| by the firm in the form of a booklet. ex 
i i i i . Od. ers 5 : 5 
ae SC tite’ “S| Refrigerator Price Reduction. tu 
oo | GLASS. The General Electric Co. Ltd. | D 
Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices | SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY. | 4nnounce a substantial reduction in price, 
vary accerding to quality from 3/10 gallon upwards. CUT SIZES. Per ft. Super. | 2S from February 1, of their refrigerator, ha 
d. model DMH.51. - This all-British refrig- las 
METALS. 4 erator has a food storage capacity of 5.3 oy 
sommes, —. fc... LONDON STATION. ‘ am be 26 3 cu. ft. fo 
« S. JOBS, CUL ANG MULE... .ceeeceeeeeeeee 7 . 4 . 
Plain Compound Girders ....0.-ccccsrseesee £38 10 0| ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED Electric Chain Pulley Block. ef 
ee. Se onrerronorsi i CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. George W. King, Ltd., Hartford Works, | ;, 
In Roof Work rata ee mer Over. 500 ft. super of all kinds. ft. | Hitchin, Herts, have informed us that they TI 
special pieces of an awkward mature. omen Gong! | llaammaemenacenmestaetan a], | have just introduced their "My Te Min” Bi 
MILD STEEL ROUNDS.—Ex London Stock per | Rough case, $ in. sscssessvesseers--- gf  |¢lectric chain pulley block. They are § j. 
ie: Figure rolled, and Cathedral white . ees manufacturing four models, each with a f 
Diameter. £ s. d. Diameter. £ s. d.| Figure relled, and Cathedral tinted . = 105 different lifting capacity and lifting speed. . 
 , eet eS 1S oun & Slee eee Gan ee ane 6 | together with a comprehensive range of § ‘ 
gin... 2911 0 Chevron Reeded, ¢ in. thick ..........+..-- accessories for. them. th 
Rolled plate is the same price as-rough cast double t 2 ce 
rolled... Per ft. | Interior Glass Facing. lat 
W.I. TUBES. : Bo Bs ; The advanta d i lica- an 
Wire Cast, } in. thick ........ssscessssessseeees 94 : vantages and various applica 
} erg na  —— siien tek tR oavenne: Gennaan Wined EA UGE RE 10 tions of “ Vitrolite,” a material suitable mi 
aarti panei ste HOLLOW GLASS BLOCKS. p for interior glass facing, are illustrated do 
2 at, » Net PB. 2—S}in. x 53in. x 3zin. 2 G6eachnet|and described in a booklet issued by Lx 
Black, ,, A » less 33 per cent. PB. _3—7} in. x 73 in. x 34 in. it ae James Clark and Eaton, Ltd., Glasshili- Fe 
gle re Sa igs PB. 32—73 in. x 73 in. x 3¢ in. 310 ,, Blackfri 3 be lat 
Sel tae PE ae Radiused Corner Brick to match up with— street, Blackfriars, S.E.1, and called ft 
I. Havr-Rounp Gutters.—London Prices ex | P.B. 2 ZG. ;, Glass as a Wall and Ceiling Facing the 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. cai _ » Material.” A chart showing the colour pr 
" m3 a2 4. ” range and designs available in “ Vitro- be 
2/9 2/5 74. ee and lite” accompanies the beoklet. co 
2/10 2/7 1/- a 
Ey 5 ¥ 3 1/ : Home GROWN TIMBER PRICES.—See Statutory Rules Comte Sent Boome, 
/ / 3 | and Orders, 1947. No. 94, price 5d. net. A lightweight concrete roof beam 
IMPORTED Sorrwoons, Prices —See, Statutory Rules} which has been specially designed for 
= » NO. » price Is. le i j ‘ 
O.G. Gutters Se eae lage school roof construction where economies 
BANA. iases saksxcskacaere 3/2 2/10 9d. and Orders, 1947, No. 1324, price 1s. 1d. net. in the main structure call for a minimum ha 
BEIM. oeeseeseseesessens 3/7 — on Note.—The aboye can be obtained from H.M.| dead weight is being produced by Dow- iL. 
Ai, 8. Ys | Stationery Office, York House, Kingsway, W.C2__'Mac (Products), Ltd, Tallington, Stam- | an 
ot chaienaecseee 4/7 4/- 1/5 ford, Lincs. Although designed primarily me 
re this poeyere. = can, the makers an 
inform us, be used wherever a light 
RAIN WATER PIPES. : : : co 
Per yd. in6fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. economic roof is required. Us 
“ane An Asbestos Insulating Process. fi 
3/4 3/5 4/6 A liberally illustrated catalogue which ot 
a Yd 2s contains full particulars of their process [ |, 
7/9 5/3 7/8 for the application by spray of “ Lim- pal 
t” asbestos for thermal and sound fol 
NET PRICES. A. MATURAL STONE | [Sateote, Bet Geen peotuerd Sy Tes- Bsa 
cae bese alls Insulation Company, Ltd. It _in- ane 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. ong also a technical data. The 112 
CC Co Som Pires.—London Prices, ex stock. frm state that their process is not 
ee em. Pipe. Bends. ‘Branches. IN S TOCK intended to solve all insulating problems, 
2 in. Of A ol but it is claimed to be suitable in cases § 3), 
24 in. ee -f ; 3 $5 where continuous coatings: of insulating I 
in. Wil 6/10 9/6 material are required on irregular sur- anc 
4 in. 9/1 7/9 1/1 faces. pre 
L.C.C. CoaTEeD DRAIN Prre. . 
cwt.qr. Ib. per yard. Bends, Branches. Toughened Glass Films. _ 
a i 11/6 20/2 Pp AVING S New trade films, dealing with subjects § an, 
6in. 20 1 2/7 23/10 41/4 oor gy in one ky fe es put 
Per ton basis uilding, continue at fairly regular inter- inte 
‘ ial in London. FACAD ES ~ x find their we on to the screen. sale 
Inon.—Staffordshire Crown, erchant s. «d, ew, however, are of the same stamp loa 
nea 23 5 0 SHOPFRO NTS as that which made its London debut § in 
Mild Steel Bars 25 13 § ara — _ he = “Armour-  § rela 
BNTEE GIG BLDODE ss500s0ccs2ncoecseoccsescesesess plate an mourlight Glass.” Made of 
Ex Merchant’s Stock SWIMMING PO OLS for Messrs. Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., by § am. 
per ton (two-ton) lots. Cecil Musk Productions, it i 
Soft Steel Sheets C.R. and C.A.— £s. d 1 is, it conveys a ine 
32 3 6 rather complex subject with an apparently equ 
0 easy simplicity. sup 
r) It is a fine example of compactness; for 
6 there are no superfluous trimmings either valt 
6 in the film itself or in the script. It tion 
6 shows examples of different types of also 
pene “ae toughened glass and depicts the main ins 
24 eauge 43 6 difference between toughened and un- deiz 
26 gauge 46 Be, toughened glass. The toughening pro- tion 
ge 9 cess is also et — a series of inter- ff and 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up. 1 ton lots ......... 4115 0 esting tests show the resistance of ( 
MARBLE & QUARZITELTD Armourplate” and toughened glass to Brit 
Aut Net. ; severe impact and thermal shock. The tori 
METAL. engin a Mal Windows BS. _ LIVERPOOL7 variety of uses to which toughened glass ff Pos 
Association, Ltd. may be put is to be seen as well. (is 
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Swedish Pneumatic Tools. 

An illustrated catalogue describing their 
range of rock drills and other pneumatic 
tools, has been issued by the Atlas Diesel 
Co., Ltd., a Swedish firm with offices at 
Beresford-avenue, Wembley, Middlesex. 
They have also produced a pamphlet 
explaining the Swedish method of 
tunnelling. 

Dead-Locking Latches. 

Associated Brassfounders (Birming- 
ham), Ltd., Willesden Works, Old Oak- 
lane, London, N.W.10, manufacturers of 
“ Excel” cylinder locks and latches, in- 
form us that they are also producing a 
similar range of locks under the name 
of “Sidleen” brand. These locks all 
have a cylinder and ring of solid brass. 
The No. 4135 “Sidleen” dead-lock 
latch is an interesting device. When 

ead-locked by the key from the outside 
of a door it can only be released by 
the key; similarly when dead-locked by 
the knob on the inside it can only be re- 
leased by the knob. Thus, if, when the 
latch is dead-locked by means of a key, 
an attempt is made to force entry by 
means of breaking a glass panel in the 
door, the attempt is foiled because only 
the key will release the dead-lock. 
Furthermore, in this same event, the 
latch case could not be unscrewed from 
the door because additional screws are 
provided for the fore-end of the lock to 
be screwed down to the edge of the 
door. 


CODE OF PRACTICE 


Suspended Floors and Roofs 


Tue Council for Codes of Practice 
have issued in final form the Code 
114.100, ‘“‘Suspended Concrete Floors 
and Roofs (Including Stairs).” The docu- 
ment comprises a head sub-code, 114,100, 
and sub-codes 114.101-114.105, the main 
code for all of which is 114, “ Structural 
Use of Normal Reinforced Concrete in 
Buildings,” already published. Code 
114.100 deals with the general aspects of 
concrete floors and roofs, while the re- 
maining sub-codes deal in detail with 
particular forms of construction as 
follows: 114.101, Floors and Roofs of 
Solid Slab Construction; 114.102, Floors 
and Roofs of Flat Slab Construction; 
114.103, Floors and Roofs of Ribbed 
Construction; 114.104, Floors and Roofs 
of Precast Construction; 114.105, Floors 
and Roofs of Filler Joist Construction. 

Pending the amalgamation of Code 114 
and its sub-codes as one publication, the 
present document has been so arranged 
that it is, as far as is possible, complete 
in itself. There is, therefore, a certain 
amount of repetition of material already 
published in Code 114. Points of special 
interest include recommended methods of 
calculating the effect of concentrated 
loads, of calculating the bending moments 
in floor panels, and recommendations 
telating to the loading and effective span 
of stairs. Tables are included giving, 
among other things, the maximum bend- 
ine coefficients, in conformity with the 
equations given, for rectangular panels 
supported on four sides with provision 
for torsion at corners, and minimum 
values of effective depth of slabs in rela- 
tion to permissible deflection. The Code 
also contains recommendations concern- 
ing aggregates for concrete, and deals in 
deiail with form work, including selec- 
tion of materials, construction, erection 
and stripping. 

Copies may be obtained from the 
British -Standards Institution, 24-28 Vic- 
toria-street, London, S.W.1, price 6s., 
PSST reference CP 114.100-114.105 
(] ‘ 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from December 5, 1949. Every 
effort is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 
Labourers.... 
Perthshire 


Grade Classification 
Aberdeen ........ A 
MN cc ceacenas A 
WM ok cannck ac A 
Berwickshire ...... A 
Bridge of Allan A 








2/33 











The Scottish N.J.C. award on which this is based provides for variation to 
suend én vi d pro ion to current rates of Apprentice! 


and Trainees’ wages, 
The Iaformation given in this tabi 


ased accerding to scale. 
¢ yee 5 ar 
’ rates : 2/10 Grade A ; 2/9 Grade (Grade B towns are Banff and Moray and Nairn.) 





THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
Reduction of Building Costs 


GUGGESTIONS for the reduction of 

building costs in Scotland were sub- 
mitted at a recent conference in Glas- 
gow between Lord Provost Victor D. 
Warren, building contractors, and repre- 
sentatives of building organisations. The 
conference was held on the suggestion 
of the Secretary of State for Scotland and 
the points raised have been conveyed to 
him by the Lord Provost. 

Mr. J. M’Cowan Hill, secretary of 
the Scottish Building Contractors’ Federa- 
tion, said there was no truth in the sug- 
gestion that contractors were making 
abnormal profits on housing contracts. 
The two main elements in building costs 
were materials and labour and so far as 
these matters were concerned the indus- 
try was passing through abnormal con- 
ditions. Until the industry was back 
on an even keel, costs would remain high. 

One delegate suggested that £25 per 
house could be saved by reverting to 34- 
inch bricks instead of the present-day 
standard smaller brick and another 
speaker expressed the opinion that multi- 
storeyed tenements would help to solve 
the problem. The question of abolition 
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of purchase tax on housing materials was 
also raised. 

Mr. A. Sim stated his firm had built 
17,000 permanent houses and 6,000 tem- 
porary houses since the war and to-day 
they had practically no housing work 
left. These houses had been built in 
Ayrshire, Lanarkshire, Stirlingshire and 
Dundee. His firm had tendered for work 
in Glasgow but had not been accepted. 
Other delegates pointed out that they, 
too, had been building outside Glasgow 
and one speaker stated that building 
workers were going to Ireland and 
England and even to Persia to work on 
oil refineries. 

Private contractors, it was also stated, 
could never hope to compete with Glas- 
gow’s direct-labour department with its 
44-hour guaranteed week. The depart- 
ment had, ever since 1937, it was added, 
awarded more generous conditions than 
were contained in national agreements. 


Glenrothes New Town, Fife 


The first contract in connection with 
the building of the new town at Glen- 
rothes, Fife, by the Development Cor- 
poration appointed by the Secretary of 
State for Scotland, has been let to Messrs. 
David Nairn and Son, contractors, Lady- 
bank, Fife. ‘ 

The contract is for the erection of the 
Corporation’s offices in the existing vil- 
lage of Woodside. The offices have been 
curtailed from the Corporation’s original 
proposal to a prefabricated type of con- 
struction. The cost is in the region of 
£18,000. 

The staff of the Corporation are at pre- 
sent housed in Auchmuty House, the pro- 
perty of Messrs. Tullis, Russell and Co., 
paper manufacturers, but owing to exten- 
sions taking place at the paper mills 
the offices have to be vacated in June. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Chryston.—Lanarkshire C.C. to fewest with 
the second development of Mains Farm scheme 
of 42 houses, for which the architect is Samuel 
MacColl, County-chbrs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Edinb .—Warrant granted to William 
McEwan & Co., Ltd., to form new tun room at 
Fountain Brewery, Fountainbridge, at £11,000. 
Plans by J. D. Cairns and Ford, 48, Melville-st. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for 
church buildings, also new manse, etc., for the 
Congregational Union of Scotland, 217, West 
George-st., to be erected at Househillwood-rd., 
and for which the architect is Lockhart W. 
Hutson (F.), Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for the Glas- 
gow War Memorial Trust, for new Gymnasium 
buildings to be erected at Great Western-rd. 
and Colebrook-st., Hillhedd, and for which the 
architects are John Keppie, and Henderson, aad 
J. p- Gleave, 196, West Regent-st., Glasgow, 
W.C.2. 


Glasgow.—Extensive alterations and additions 
to be carried out_at Pollockshaws-rd. by Alexan- 
der Russell & Co. (Glasgow), Lid, 26, West 
Nile-st., Glasgow, C.l. Plans prepared and 
approved for garage estimated at £9,000 to be 
erected by the Universal Garage (Glasgow). 
Ltd., Alexandria-parade, Glasgow, at a site on 
the Parade. 
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Glasgow.—Plans to be prepared for housing 
scheme at 7 ey wo which the architect 
is Archibald G. on Ss 1, eee Housing 
Officar, Glasgow ross, Trongate, Glasgow. 

Glasgow. —Plans are to be prepared for 
Catholic Church for the Archdeacon of Glas- 
gow to be erected at junction of Crosstube-rd. 
and Belltrees-st., for which the architect is 
age eed MacAnnally (A.), 229, St. 

Glasgow, W.C.2. 

geo —Plans to be en ared for altera- 
tions and additions at The ’s Head Hotel, 
Strathaven, for which the architects are oe. 
Lochhead & Brown, 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans to be prepared for new 
houses —s are to be erected on a site at 
Limekilnburn, and also on a site at Killochside, 
for which the architect is Samuel MacColl, 
County-bldgs., Beckford-st., Hamilton. 

Sandilands.—Lanarkshire C.C. are to erect 
houseg at the station site, for which the archi- 
tect is Samuel MacColl, County-chbrs., Beck- 
ford-st., Hamilton. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues, 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still. open but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 

BUILDING 
FEBRUARY 7. 

tDarlaston U.D.C.—76 houses in 3 contracts 
at 3 sites. G. R. Rowlands, C., Town Hall. 
Dep. £3 3s. each contract. 

FEBRUARY 8. q 
t*Beddington and Wallington T.C.—Eight old 


Vincent- 


persons’ dwellings at Harcourt-ave., Walling- 

ton. KE. & 8. : 
t*Brierley Hill U.D.C.—60 dwellings at 

Market-st. site. J. R. Moore (A.), Architect 


and Housing Director, Council Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 9. 

*Surrey C.C.—Adaptations, repairs and re- 
decorations at ag Hall, Blindley Heath, nr. 
Lingfield. County A., County Hall, Kingston- 
on-Thames. Dep. £2 ‘2s. 

FEBRUARY 10. 

t*Bromiey LE ie heuses, 56 flate and 6 
sheps at Co estate. B.E., Municipal 
Offices. B.E. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

*Essex C.C.—Adaptations at ‘“‘ Raymond,” 5, 
Russell-rd., Clacton, as residential nursery. 
County A., County Hall, Chelmsford. 

Gt. Yarmouth T.C.—Reinstatement of office 
block at age Depot. B.E. 

Wimborne and Cranborne R.D.C.—(a) Eight 
houses, and (by sewage disposal works at Lodge 
Copse ‘Holt. Crickmay & Sons, 7, Church-st., 
Wimborne. ie £2 2s. each. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

*Hampshire C.C.—Additional classrooms at 
Cove Secondary School. E. & S., Town Hall, 
Farnborough. Hants. Dep. £1 1s. 

*Hertferd T.C.—Maintenance werks, paintin: 
and ong yd at varieus preperties. B.E. 4 


Liverpool T.C.—Conversion of ‘‘ Gorselands ” 
and “ Oiterpoo] Bank ” into domestic science 
a City A. & Director of Housing. Dep. 


Manchester C.C.—Two hutted classrooms , 
§t. Malachy’s R.C. School, Collyhurst. City A 
Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

Middlesbrough T.C.—72 houses in 3 groups at 

. Beechwood site, so 3. B.E. & S., Municipal 
Buildings. Dep. £ 2 2s. 
ol 14, 

t*Liantarnam Housing  Societ Ltd.—34 
houses. Clifford Tee & Gale, 43, Peotastch rd., 
Birmingham, 1 15. 

t*Norfolk C.C.—<Alterations and renovations 
at Burnham Westgate Hall. County A., 25, 
Thorpe-rd., Norwich. Tenders by March 25. 


FEBRUARY 15. 


U.D.C.—Construction of 
Shore sea defence — E. & S., Town mail 
Llandudno. Dep. 
t*Norfolk E. G_Aaditional accommodation at 
Sag on-Sea Mixed County Primary School. 
O. Bell, Chief Ed. Officer, County Ed. Office, 
ioe rd., Norwich. Dep. £2. 
t*Sevenoaks U. D.C.—Five blocks of 4-2 bed- 
room flats and 19 pairs of houses at Kippington 
Grange (1949) housing scheme. C., Council 


Liandudno 


Offices. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by March 25. 
South Cambs ‘R.D.C.—36 houses at various 
sites. Housing Officer, —~ Hall, Hobson- 


st., Cambridge. Dep. £2 
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+Stamford B.C.—54 houses at Drift-rd. estate. 
F. J. Lenton & Partners (F/A.), 16, Broad-st. 


FEBRUARY 16. 

*Bath T.C.—Repairs to roofs and renovation 
of external parts of 7, 8 and 9, North Parade- 
bidgs. ge 9 of Corporate Property, Guild- 
hall. Dep. £2 2s. 

Liverpool T.C.—(1) 10 houses at Ferguson-rd., 
Queen’s-dr., (2) * y hots at Juno-st., Wavertree- 


td. Dep. £2 28 

Liverpool T.0.( iy 36 garages at Brook 
House, (2) 28 flats at Brainerd-st. City A. & 
Director of Housing. Dep. £2 2s. each con- 
tract. 

Welwyn Garden City U.D.C.—Construction of 
Lee Valley swimming pool. E., Council Offices, 
The Campus, Welwyn Garden City. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 17. 

t*Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D. ©.—Eight houses 
at Barham-rd., 4 at south side of Victoria-rd. 
and 2 houses and 4 flats at north side of 
Victoria-rd. no Council Offices, Sidcup-pl., 
Sidcup. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Gelchester ¥.0.—81 houses, Shrub End gite. 
J. 8. Orchard, B.E., 64, West Stockwell-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Sheffield T.C.—(1) Classroom hutment at 
Hammerton County School; (2) Two classrooms 
and lavatory accommodation at Intake County 
School; (3) additional classroom at Hucklow- 
rd. County School; (4) erection of County 
Primary School at Totley. City A., Town Hall. 
Dep. £1 each job. 

FEBRUARY 18. 

*Bridgwater T.C.—Ten garages at Hamp 
estate and ten at Sydenham estate. B.E., 
Town Hall. 

North Cotswold R.D.C.—6 houses at Bourton- 
on-the-Hill and 12 houses at Chipping Campden. 
Pemberton & Bateman, chartered architects, 21, 
Vine-st., Evesham, Worcs. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 20. 
Biddulph U.D.C.—40 houses aed 6 bungalows. 
C., Council Offices. Dep. £2 
*Dover T.C.—Demolition of out of Kearsney 


Abbey. B.E., Brook House. Dep. £2 2s. 

Hiraethog R.D.C.—12 houses with estate road 
and drainage at a C., “‘ Avon- 
dale.” Lianrwst. Dep. £3 


Saint Ives B.C.—3 Genvelows, Priory-rd. E. 
Price Lavender (F.), 17a, The Broadway, St. 
Ives. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

*Blandford Forum B.C.—(a) Service road and 
drainage, and (b) erection of 20 houses_adjoin- 
ing Kings-rd. Magnus Austin (F.), 51, 
Towngate-st., Poole. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 22. 

Battle R.D.C.—1 house and 2 flats at Rother 
View estate, Robertsbridge. A. H. Neave, 38, 
Mount-st., Battle. Dep. £2 2s. 

Stowmarket U.D.C.—16 houses on Recreation 
rd. site. Housing 8., Council Offices, Ipswich- 
td. Dep. £2 2s. 
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FEBRUARY 23. 

*Caine and Chippenham R.D.C.—Conversion 
of ex-R.A.F. Communal site at Upper Castle 
Combe into temporary housing site. Edwards 
& Webster, 32, Market-pl., Chippenham. Dep 


3s. 
FEBRUARY 24. ; 
*Bury St. Edmunds T.C.—20 maisonettes in 5 
blocks at  Mildenhall- 7“ estate. B.E. & S 
Borough Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Sunderland C.B ta he 
College, Sunderland, G, T or 
Faweett-st,, Sunderland. Dep. £2 2s 
FEBRUARY 25. 
*Orpington U.D.C.—Repairs to permanent and 
temporary houses and electrical installation in 
— houses. Housing Manager. Dep. £1 1s 
eac 
Pickering R.D.C.—4 houses at Wilton. Henry 
Smith, Burgate-chbrs., Pickering. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
*Gillingham T.C.—62 houses at Eastcourt 
Twydall estate. B.S., Municipal-bldg. Dep. 


5s. 

*Huntingdonshire C.C.—Four houses at 
Stukeley Hill Station. S. J. Hands, County A., 
County-bldgs., Huntingdon. 

*North-East Metropolitan Regional Hospita! 
Board.—Out-patient dept. at Connaught Hos- 


to Technica} 
Son, 51, 


pital. Secretary, lla, Portland-pl., London, 
W.1. Dep. £2 2s. ; 
*Reading C.B.—Alterations at Children’s 
Home, - Albert-rd.. Caversham. Boro’ A, 
Town Halil. Dep. £2 2s 
MARCH 1. 


*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis T.C.—é¢ 
houses at Downclose housing estate. B.E. & §., 
6, Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. 

MARCH 11. 

*Shropshire £.C.—Erection of primary schoo! 
at Oswestry. J. Surman and Partner, 16, 
Harborne-rd., Edgbaston, Birmingham, 15 
Dep. £2 2s. oe 


MARC 
Fulwood U.D.C.—4 houses for agricultura! 
workers. Lillie & Kirkham, 105, Fishergate, 
Preston. Dep. £2 2s. 
NO DATE. 
Leighton Buzzard U.D.C.—8 shop units and ¢ 
flats with site works at Clarence-rd. H. A. 
Rolls, 15, Bridge-st. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
oe ETC. 


UARY 10. 
Leeds 0.0.—-C. n(ateriais) 


RUA 
Chadderton U. D. C.—E. ee st " Materials). 
Enfield U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Harrow U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 13. 
Sunderland C.B.—B.E., Atheneum-bid¢gs., 
Faweett-st. (Materials). , 
Wolverhampton C.B.—B.E. (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 15. 
King’s Lyrin B.C.—B.E., 
(Materials). 


Swadlincote District U.D.C.—E. & §. 


(Materials). 
FEBRUARY 16. 

East Riding C.C.—Internal and external paint- 
ing of various schools. County A., County Hall, 
Beverley. 

Westminster C.C.—C., Westminster City Hall. 


(Materials). 
FEBRUARY 17. 
Metropolitan Water Board.—Chief E. 


(Materials). 
FEBRUARY 18. 
*Barnes T.C.—External and internal decora- 
tions to houses, B.E. & S. Dep. £1 per con- 


tract 
U.D.C.H. B. Mayhew, &. 


Billerica 
(Materials). 

Cheshire c. c.—County S. (Materials). 
Eccles B.C.—B.S8. (Materials). 
Leominster 8.C.—B.S., Municipal Offices. 

(Materials). 
tLincoin ©.—Re-wiring of electric lighting 
—_ power installation at ‘ Pans ay gi Slow 
©. B. Metcalfe (F.), County A., County 
Offices, Sleaford. 

Littleborough U (Materials). 
Neath B.C.—B. ‘ yal Sali (Materials). 
FEBRUARY 20. 

Batley B.C.—B.E., Hanover-st. (Materials) 
Hampstead B.c.—C., Town Hall (Materials). 
Hornchurch U.D.C.—Redecoration of council 
properties at 2 sites. E. & S., Council Offices, 

Billet-la., Hornchurch. Dep. £2 2s. 

Norwich @.0.—City E. (Materials). 
Shoereditoh B.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
Widnes B.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 

FEBRUARY 22. 
Barnsley C.B.—B.E. & S. (Materials). 
Feitham U.D.C.—E. & S. (Materials). 
+Heywood B.C.—B.S., Municipal-bldgs. (Mate 
rials). Tenders by February = 
FEBRUARY 2 
Hammersmith B.C.—E. & S. * (Materials). 
"a U.D.C.—C., Council Offices (Mate 
rials 


27, Queen-st. 
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FEBRUARY 25. 
C.B.—E. & &., High-st.-bidgs. 


As tet ty 27. 
Chertsey U.D.C.—E. (Mate 
Shrewsbury B.C.—B. sf Susie ie yerials). 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Edmonton B.C.—E. & 8. (Materials). 
Morecambe and Heysham 8.C.—Boro’ 6&., 
Town Hall (Materials). 
*Stepney B.C.—Hot water mqulies and poco 
eating at Hughes Mansions me. B.E. & 


Dep. £5. 
MARCH 3. 

*Sutton and Cheam T.C.—Internal decoration 
it Malden-rd. Public Baths and Hall. B.E. & §. 
Dep. £2 2s. on 

4. 


Bedfordshire Pi me S., Shire Hall. 
Materials). 

irlam U.D.C.—E. & §&,, Offices. 
Materials). 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 


WATER WORKS 


FEBRUARY 10. 
Evesham B.C.—Laying of water mains, Fair- 


field scheme No. 4. S, & E., Municipal Offices, 
Evesham. Dep. £2 2s. 


H 
« Materials). 


Council 


FEBRUARY 11. 

Halifax C.B.—Reinstatement of trenches in 
<orcrete and tarmacadam — in the borough. 
3.E., Crossley-st. Dep. £1 
+Northampton c.B.—S erage 
vorks. RB.E., Guildhail. Dep. 

FEBRUARY 14. 

Blackpool C.B.—Construction of roads, St. 
Annes-rd., South Shore. Borough S., Municipal- 
bldgs., Black pool. £2. 

hurrock U.D.C.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, Stiffords Clays estate. E. & S., C. 
Hawkes, A.M.LC.E.. an Offices, Palmers: 
ave., Grays. Dep. £2 

enna 15. 

Bilston B.C.—Roads and surface drainage at 
Rough Hills housing site and footpaths, kerb- 
ing, surface drainage and laying of soil and 
turf on Bull-la. ne. B.E., 20, 
Wellington-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

Brentwood U.D.C.—Making up Windsor-rd. 
E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £1 1s. 

New Sarum 6.C.—Road works at Minster-st 
and Silver-st. City E., H. Rackham, Council 
Héuse, Bourne Hill, Salisbury Dep. £2 2: 


FEBRUARY 16. 

Magor and St. Mellons R.D.C.—Roads, sur- 
face water sewers and foul sewers on site for 
‘4 Cornish Unit houses, Bassaleg. E. & S., 
Council Offices, Baneswell, Newport. Dep. £3 33. 

Poplar B.C.—Resurfacing of roads for 12 
months. C., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. 

FEBRUARY 17. 

Flint B.C.—Construction of sewers and 2 
sewage disposal works. Williams & Clarke, 5 
and 6, Godstall-chbrs., Chester. Dep. £3 3s. 

Ipswich C.B.—Construction of roads and 
sewers, Chantry ‘estate, section No. 1. E. and 
S., Tower-st., Ipswich. Dep. £3 3s. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

Ashton-under-Lyne B.C.—Road and footpaths 
it Ullswater-ave. B.E. & S., Municipal-bldgs. 

Brentford and Chiswick B.C.—Construction of 
roads and sewers, Edensor-rd. estate. Boro’ S 
Town Hall, Chiswick, W.4. Dep. £3 3s. 

Derby C.B.—Construction of precast concrete 
storm water sewer, Mackworth estate. B.E. & 
S., Council House, Corporation-st. Dep. £5 5s. 

t*Eppin U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Beaconsfield estate 8., 91, High-st. Dep. 


2 2s. 

Godalming B.C.—Street works, Nursery-rd. 
W. 8S. ‘Mercer, F.R.L.C.S. (L). E. & 8., “ Brank- 
some,’ Filmer- -gr., Godalming, Surrey. 

Rochdale C.B.—Construction of concrete 
carriageway and sewer at Kirkholt housing 
estate. B.S., Town Hall. 2 2s. 

,, Wimbledon B.C.—Surface dressing of roads. 

. & §., T. Webster, A.M.L.C.E., Town Hall. 
aaa R.D.C.—Roadworks at Loose-la., 
Sompting. E. & S., 15, Mill-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Berkshire C.C.—Reconstruction of Fs of 
Newbury~ Aneto trunk road. County &., 
K. P. Brow, I.C.E., Shire Hall, Reading. 


Dep. £3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 28. 
Taunton Hospital at Guantoc Committee.— 


soe 


Sewage disposal works at Quantock Sanatorium. 
near Bridgwater. Ross Hooper and Harvey, 
38, Market-pl., Chippenham, Wilts. Dep. £1 
MARCH 1. 
Anglesey ©.C.—Construction of covered _rein- 
forced concrete st reservoir at Bodafon. 
rae and Raffety, 3, Victoria-st., Westminster, 


ep. £2 2s. 

Kingston-upon-Hull C.C.—West Hull and 
Haltemprice joint main drainage outfall sewer— 
contract Ne. 1. City E., Guildhall. Dep. £5. 

Swansea Cc. B.—Supply and Jaying of asphalt 
paving on carriageways and footways in the 
borough. B.E. & §&., Guildhall. 


ep. 


‘ 
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MARCH. 3. : 
Thingoe and Thedwastre R.D.C.—Erection of 
four reinforced concrete water towers at various 
sites within 10 miles of Bury St. Edmunds. 
Lemon & Blizard, 59, Tufton-st., Westminster, 
S.W.1. Dep. £5 58. 
MARCH 6. ve 
Bilston B.C.—Surface dressing of roads within 
borough. Boro’ E., 20, Wellington-rd., Bilston. 
ester, tham and Gilli Joint 
Sewerage Board.—Extensions and alterations to 
Motney Hill sewage works, Rainham as 
Radford & _—_ Albion-chbrs., King- "a , Notting- 
ham. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Deptford.—AGep Persons’ Dwe.iincs.—H. V. 
Ashley & Winton Newman, FF.R.I.B.A., 3, 
Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, are archi- 
tects for 20 flats for aged persons on the 
Malpas-rd. (West) site. 

Deptford.—Fiars.—Housing Comm. propose 
erection of 28 ~ on the Brockley-rd. site. 
Architects are H. V. Ashley & Winton Newman, 
FF.R.1.B.A., 3, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, 


De eptford.— Acep * Persons’ Dwe.Lincs. — 
pen Comm. propose erection of 18 flats for 
aged persons on the Malpas-rd. (East) site. 
Plans by H. V. Ashley & Winton Newman, 
FF.R.LB.A., 3, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 


Edgware.—Cuvrca org hg Jack- 
son & Partners (F.R.I.B.A.), 1-2, Gray’s Inn- 
pl., W.C.1. are cooks for ‘proposed new 
church hali, chair store and new transept to St. 
James’ Presbyterian Church. Heather-walk. 

Hammersmith.—Bvus Garace.—London Trans- 
port Executive propose erection of bus garage 
at iets ./Sulgrave-rd., Shepherd’s Bush, W.6. 





are Adie, Button Partners, 

— B.A., 29, Weymouth-st., 
th.—_SHowroom ae OrrFicrs.— 
Heldelber Automatic Platen Co., Ltd., Eyot 
bar Peter’s-sq., W.6, propose erection 


of a2... building comprising printing 
demonstration showroom and offices on site of 
Nos. 17-21, Eyot-gdns., 
Hammersmith.—Factory.—Holman & Good. 
ham, architects, 199, Piccadilly, W.1, are archi- 
tects for erection of Block “ F,” Cadby Hall, 


Hendon.—F.ats.—B.C. propose to erect a 2- 
storey block of 44 fate’ on the Abercorn-rd. 
bo aa site. Plans by council’s architect’s 
ept. 
Hendon.—Fats:—Council’s architects’ dept. 
are og oy & plane for a 3-storey block of 42 
flats on the Bittacy Hill housing site. 
Leyton.—Orrice Buitpinc.—T.P. Comm. have 
granted permission to E. A. Stone, Toms & 
Partners, architects, Park West-pl., Marble 
Ar W.2, to erect office building on Nos. 9, 
10 11 and 12, Lemma-rd., E.11. 
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Mill Hil. — Licensep Premises. — Messrs. 
Courage & Co., Ltd., Horselydown, §.E.1, pro- 
pose licensed premises at junction of Watford- 
way and Barnet-way. 

itch.—F.ats.—Housing Comm. propose 
erection of further block of 36 flats on the Stone- 
oe estate. “Plans by council’s architects’ 


dep 
Stoke Newington.—Fiats.—Housing Comm. 
pro se erection of 30 flats on site 33/35 (odd), 
akespeare-walk ag extension to Milton- a? 1 
peo Howes & Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., 1, 
hn aan -bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, to be ‘archi. 
Ss. 


Stoke Newington.—Fiats.—Howes & Jack- 
man, TF IBA 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s 
Inn, W.C.1, to be architects for scheme pro- 
posed by Housing Comm. for erection of 51 
flats on site of 108-122 (even), Manor-rd. 

Stoke Newington.—F.ats.—Housing Comm. 
propose erection of 18 flats on site of 88-92 
(even), Princess May-rd. and %-99 (odd), 
Belgrade-rd. Howes & Jackman, FF.R.I.B.A., 
1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1, to be 


architects. 

althamstow. — Houses. — Ley, Colbeck & 
Partners, FF. & A.R.I.B.A., Palmerston House, 
Bishopsgate, E.C.2, are architects for proposed 
35 houses at Blackhorse-la. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Accrington.—T.C. approved erection of new 
church at Thorneyholme-rd., for R.C. authori- 
ties 

Ashb y.—U.D.C. propose 20 houses on land 
between Westfields estate and Moira-rd. 

Ashington.—Robert Deuchar, Ltd., Sandyford- 
rd., «arama propose hotel, Wood- 
horn- r 

Atherton.—U.D.C. seek M.O.H. he for 
first stage of extensions to rome all. Plans 
by J. C. Prestwich & Sots, Leigh. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Boro’ S. to prepare re- 
vised plans for construction of workshop bays, 
within present garage, and for extension of 
transport depot buildings. 

Batley.—Batley Builders’ Association to erect 
52 Bo and four flats. 

R.D.C. approved racing track, Wing- 
field Park, yo to submission of detailed 
plans of buildings, for Pathfinders and Derby 
Motor Club. 

Billingham-on-Tees. — 8. W. Milburn, 9, 
Esplanade, Sunderland, are preparing sketch 
plans for proposed shopping centre and civic 
centre. Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., are 
to build plant for the distillation of nonanol. 
Revised plans have been prepared by U.D.C 
S. for extending Billingham Restaurant. 

Blyth.—M.H. approved T.C.’s proposal to erect 
further 56 houses. 

Bradford.—T.C. received allocation of 250 
houses for first quarter of 1950. 150 to be 
erected by direct labour. Tenders to be in- 
vited for remainder. Approved sketch plans for 
junior school at Eccleshill; considering new 
schuvo! to replace Carlton Grammar School. 

Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose 4 houses at 
Stoke Prior, 6 at aivecheeeins 8 North iepzes’ 
2 Romsley, 2 Beoley, and 5 Wythall. A. Price, 
Surveyor. 

Bromsgrove.—U.D.C. Par-Nik Engineerin 
Co. seek permission to erect factory. ol 
Rubery Brickworks site: approved revised 
plans for 130 houses, Charford estate. 

Burniey.—T.C. seek loan a £14,412 for nursery 
school, Barden-la. Boro’ E., E. 8. Stackhouse. 

Bury.--T.C. have west a site at Rochdale 
Old-rd., Fairfield, to R.C. authorities, for a new 
church. 

Bury. —T.C. approved plans for:—Workshops 
and offices, Woodhill-rd., for ag my Bros. ; 
alterations, Villfers-st., for R. Stott, 

Caernarvon.—McKenzie & Brown, Ltd., engi- 
neers, propose new factory, and Regent Oil Co., 
Ltd., London, propose petroleum storage depot 
at harbour. 

Carnforth.—U.D.C. seek loan of £28,719 for 22 
houses. 

Chadderton.—U.D.C. plan new estate, Broad- 
way, Burnley-la. and Victoria-st. to comprise 


262 houses. ‘Surveyor, F. W. Pexton. 
Cheshire.—E.C. received M.O.E. approval for 
sec. st schoo] at Knutsford. F. M. Parkes, 
County 


Sat seeteta.~'.0. propose 92 houses, New- 
bold estate. 

Darlingten.—Whessoe, Ltd., are to_ extend 
their research block, Brinkburn-rd. Durham 
C.C. to build four police houses and offices, 
junction of Glenfield-rd. and Ravensdale-rd. 
E has reaffirmed its decision to adapt No. 

Woodland-rd. as midwives’ hostel, to plans 
S Boro’ A. (E. A. Tornbohm), Central- igs. 

Darlington. No contracts have been let. B.C. 
to negotiate with Darlington Master Builders’ 
Association for 3% “Z” type houses, Haugh- 
ton site south. Boro’ A. is preparing plans for 
aged persons’ hostel. 

Dewsbury.—B.C. seck M.O.H. approval to 
plans for 416 houses; now adaptation of 
Ashtree House, Orchard- Savile Town, as 


children’s home. Boro’ 2 .7 R. Alexander. 
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Garstang.—M.H. approved layout for 12 
houses, Stalmine, and 38, Kepple-ia., Garstang. 

Gateshead.—J. Rowell & Sons, Ltd., 143, High- 
st., Gateshead, are to carry out additions to 
their brewery, Back High-st. Samuel Talbot 
(Engineers), Ltd., Team Valley Estate, Low 
Fell, Gateshead, are considering erection of 
factory, vicinity of Quarryfield-rd. Site is being 
reserved by T.C. in Saltmeadows Area for a new 
school. Huwood & Co., Lid., are to extend 
their premises, Kingsway North, on Team 
Valley Estate. E. Shephard, Ltd., to build boot 
warehouse at their. premises, Ellison-st. and 
West-st., to plans by Hetherington & Wilson, 
County-chbrs., Westgate-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Additions are to be carried out to business pre- 
mises, Oakwellgate, for Binns, Ltd. Fusare, 
Ltd., are to extend their factory, Kingway 
North, Team Valley Trading Estate. Altera- 
tions are proposed, West-st., for Barclays Bank, 
Ltd. Alterations are proposed to Gateshead & 
District Disabled Ex-Servicemen’s Association 
Club and Institute, corner of Bewick-rd. and 
High West-street. 

Gateshead.—A factory is to be built on Team 
Valley Trading Estate, for Fusarc. Ltd. 
Plans by Cackett, Burns Dick & McKellar, 21, 
Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 

Gateshead.—J. G. Cowe & Son, Central-chbrs., 
Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham, are architects for 
extensions to a factory on the Team Valley 
Trading Estate, Gateshead. 

_ Gateshead.—Architects for proposed altera- 
tions-and additions to premises at Oakwellgate, 
Gateshead, for Binns, Ltd., are Cackett. Burns 
Dick and McKellar, 21, Ellison-pl., Newcastle. 
on-Tyne. Arthur and Kirkup, 13, Swinburne- 
st., Gateshead, are architects for alterations, 
West-st., for Barclays Bank, Ltd., and altera- 
tions to Gateshead and District Disabled Ex- 
Servicemen’s Club and Institute. 
Halesowen.—T.C. approved layout for 18 flats. 
Hasbury Farm; recommended to approve layout 
for block of flats, Kent-rd. M.O.H. approval is 
sought by Messrs. A. J. Mucklow for 100 houses, 
Hasbury Farm estate. 

Hartlenool.—Sites at West View are to be 
sold to Durham C.C. for police houses. 

Houghton-le-Spring.—Further 134 acres for 
housing is to be acquired by U.D.C. at Fence 
Houses. . J. Hunter, 8.. Houghton Lime. 
works, Ltd., are to-erect plant sheds at Hough- 
ton Quarry. 

Huddersfield.—T.C. propose attested market 
at £19,800. 

Kidderminster.—Plans submitted to T.C. 
for:—Extension to factory, Castle Mills New- 
rd., and wareheuse, Mill-st.. for Carpet Trades, 
Lid.; alterations and additions. wdley-rd., 
for Kidderminster Brewery Co., Ltd. 
Lancs.—C.C. have acquired “ Park Hotel,” 
Preston, for conversion into offices. G. Noel 
Hill, F.R.1.B.A., County A 

Leics.—E.C. propose new school, Mountfields, 
Loughborough. Plans by County A. Also new 
school at Queensborough. 

Lexden and Winstree.—R.D.C. propose houses 
as follows: Birch 24, Fingringhoe 10, Peldon 10, 
Great Tey 6, Chappel 4, Great Horkesley 4 and 
Dedham 4. 

anata —eesing Comm. have approved 
lay-out prepared by Dr. Ronald Bradbury, City 
A., for a neighbourhood unit comprising 2,500 
houses together with schools, clinics, churches, 
a community centre, etc., on land lying off the 
East Lancashire-rd. Five new projects have 
also been approved to provide a further 90 
dwellings in other parts of the city. 

Liverpool.—Extensions are to be made to 
College of Commerce, Tithebarn-st., at £58,490. 
Ed. Comm. also approved extensions to Old 
Swan Technical Institute at £87,000. Plans by 
City A., Dr. Ronald Bradbury, F.R.1.B.A. 
Lleyn.—R.D.C. to proceed with additional six 
houses, Rhydylafdy and two, Prenteg. 
Macclesfield.—_R.D.C. are considering plans 
by I.C.I., Ltd., for a biological research station, 
Alderley Park, Nether Alderley. 
Manchester.—British Rayon Research Asso- 
ciation propose research centre, Heald Green, 
nr. Manchester, at £500,000. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved adaptation of 
Thorneycroft Hall, Siddington, Ches., as re- 
mand home. 

Manchester.—Regional Hospital Board pro-~ 
pose adaptation of premises at Roby-st., Man- 
chester. as H.Q. for Regional Blood Trans- 
fusion Service at £8,747. 

Market Drayton.—U.D.C. propose 26 houses, 
Longslow-rd. Surveyor, J. G. Bailey. 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—J. Deuchar, Lid., 7, 
Eldon-sq., Newcastleon-Tyne, propose hotel, 
Lyndhurst-av. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Roman Catholic school 
is to be built in Netherby-dr. Architect, Robt. 
Burke, Lambton House, 10, Lambton-rd., New- 
castle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—C.C. has received M.H. 
sanction to borrow £25,549 for 20 houses, Blake- 
law estate. 


Ogwen.—R.D.0. approved plans for hay-drying 
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depot, Liandegai, for Ogwen Agricultural Co- 
op. Society. 


Oktham.—B.C. propose commencement of 
——," Fitton Hill Estate. P. L. Hobson, 
ro’ 8. 

Otdham.—B.C. approved in principle a 


shopping site, Whitehall-la., Moorside; propose 
conveniences, Grains Bar; surveyor to prepare 
plans for adaptation of ‘ Lyndhurst” as home 
for deaf; approved plans for lavatory block and 
alterations, Honeywell Mill, for Cheshire Latex, 
.; Office extensions and showrooms, Cross- 
bank-st., for Hughes and Bolton, Ltd.; recon- 
struction of offices, Greenacres-rd., for Oldham 
Welding and Central Motors, Ltd.; R.C. church, 
Whetstone-la., for R.C. authorities. 
Pakefield, Suffolk.—Church of All Saints and 
<n, situated on cliff edge, to be re- 
uilt. 


Preesall.—Nine houses are proposed, Parrox 
Farm, by Mr. T. Wilkinson, builder, Park-la., 
Preesall. 

Radcliffe.—B.C. approved plans for:—New 
offices to packing department, Bradley Fold, 
for Dobson & Barlow, Ltd.; office block, Rail- 
way-st., for Thos. Preston, Ltd. 

'Rochdale.—-B.C. received consent to borrow 
£38,019 for 30 police houses at_various sites; 
to invite tenders for 216 houses, Kirkholt estate ; 
propose extensions to market on Barrack Yard 
side of Toad-la.; approved plans for:—Exten- 
sions, Fishwick-st., for T. Robinson & Sons, 
Ltd.; extensions to Atlas Works, Whitworth- 
td., for Thos. Holt., Ltd.; ironmongers’ ware- 
house, Dukest.. for H. Rothwell; B.C. to 
adapt “Spring Bank” as nursery and invite 
tenders for adapting “ Rosebank ” as residen- 
tial hostel for girls. 

Rotherham.—B.C. approved plans _ for:— 
Factory, Eastwood Trading Estate, for Kenyon, 
Son Craven, Ltd.; bottlewashing plant, 
Glasshouse-st., for Beatson Clark & Co., Ltd. 

C. to seek loan of £8,500 for purchase and 
adaptation of ‘“‘ Rotherstoke ” as aged persons’ 
hostel; Boro’ E. negotiating tenders for further 
54 and 40 houses; propose two children’s homes, 
Kimberworth Park Estate; E.C. approved con- 
version of playsheds into classrooms, South 
Grove County Sec. School. 

Runcorn.—R.D.C.. propose new council cham- 
ber at £7,250. Plans by surveyor. 

Ryton-on-Tyne.—New Co-op. branch premises 
are to be built at Greenside. Architects, W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle. 

sbury.—Memorial village ae sed to 
Dame Agnes Hunt. Chairman of Trust, Sir 
Offley Wakeman, Bt. ? ; 

Seuth Shields.—Page, Son & Hill, 75, King- 
st., South Shields, have prepared plans for 
garages and store, rear of synagogue, Ogle-ter. 
J. H. Morton & Son, Martins Bank-chbrs., 
Fowler-st.. South Shields, are architects for ex- 
tending Simonside Lodge, Newcastle-rd., for 
Corporation Welfare Committee. 

South Shields.—Housing Com. has approved a 
scheme by Boro’ E. for block of fiats with all 
modern conveniences. ! ; 

South Shields.—Approval in principle has been 
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given by Housing Comm. to scheme by Boro’ 
E. (Mr. John Reid) for five blocks of 7-storey 
flats in Wellington-st. area. 

South Shields. . has sanctioned the 
borrowing of £69,338 for erection of Simonside 
County Junior Mixed School. 

Staffs.—E.C. propose new school, Windmill- 
la., Compton. Plans by County A., A. C. H. 
Stillman, F.R.I.B.A. 

Staffs.—Housing allocations to various authori- 
ties:—Stoke-on-Trent T.C., 782; Stafford T.C.., 
200; Stone R.D.C., 75; Leek R.D.C., 20; New- 
castle B.C., 250: Congleton B.C., 30; Newcastle 
R.D.C., 40; Kidsgrove U.DC., 0; Stone U.D.C. 
44; Cheadle R.D.C., 30. 

Standish.—U.D.C. approved 
aed Bradley-la:, for H. J. 


Stockton-on-Tees.—F. W. Turnbull. White 
House, Carlton, is architect for proposed drill- 
ing machine house for Head Wrightson & Co., 
Ltd. Plans by Boro’ A. for dining-room and 
kitchen, West Newton Girls’ School, have been 
approved. 

Stretford.—B.C. approved plans for :—Sub- 
station and offices, Westinghouse-rd., for Power 
Engineering Co., Ltd.; offices, printing room 
and lavatories, Warwick-rd., for Lancashire 
County and Manchester Cricket Club; garage, 
loading bay. shelter and_store, 405, Chester-rd., 
for Ideal ‘Art Products, Ltd.- cutting-out work- 
shop, Lucy-st., for Evans Bellhouse, Ltd.; flour 
mill, warehouse and offices, Elevator-rd., for 
Hovis, Ltd.; 10 houses, Park-rd., for Lancs 
County Constabulary; extension to saw-sharpen- 
ing shop, Elevator-rd., for Geo. Mason & Oo., 
Ltd.; office extension to carpenters’ shop 
Trafford Wharf-rd., for Manchester Dry Docks 
Co., Ltd.; loading bay, Trafford Wharf-rd., for 
British Oil and Cake Mills, Ltd. ; garage, repair 
workshop and petro! service station, Kings-rd., 
Warwick-rd., South, for J. P. Bowker. 

Sunderland.—T.C. to let contracts with local 
builders for a further 28 houses. Matkin & 
Hawkins, Barclays  Bank-chbrs., Fawcett-st., 
Sunderland, are architects for extending laundry 
at Ennerdale. S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, 
Esplanade, Sunderland, are architects for boiler- 
house on Pallion trading estate. W. & T. R. 
Milburn, 17, Faweett-st., Sunderland, prepared 
plans for alterations to ‘‘ Hendon Station” 
Hotel, Hendon-rd. 

Sunderland.—Corporation Welfare Comm. has 
approved revised plans for a hostel, Thorney- 
cl., to cost £19,000. West Hendon House is also 
to be adapted as aged people’s hostel at £14,300. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—T.C. has been allocated 
90 houses for this year; is negotiating for 
housing land, west side of Thornaby-rd.. and 
in Lanehouse-rd. Teesdale Ironworks are to- 
extend furnace, melting and casting bay at 
their works. : : 

Upton.—Parochial Church Council propose ex- 
tensions to church. ‘ 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved layout ferseutherly 
section of Woodsend estate; approved plans 
for new administrative offices, Twining-rd., for 
Manchester Oil Refinery Co., Ltd. 

Wallingford.—R.D.C. are to build 34 experi- 
mental ‘“ Continental ” houses. 

Walisend.—William Stockdale, 73, Howard-st., 
North Shields, is architect for Baptist church- 
hall, Millfield-av. Willington Quay British 
Legion Club are planning new premises, Archer- 
st., Willington Quay, and plans have been 
approved. Tenders to be invited by T.O. for 72 
houses on the Low Willington Farm Estate to 
plans by Boro’ E. (C. N. Teasdale). T.C. to 
appropriate a site, junction of High-st. East 
and Boyd-rd., for public conveniences. Wall- 
send Slipway & Engineering Co., Ltd., intend 
reconstructing jetty alongside Willington Gut. 
Question of converting government hostel, 
West-st., into housing accommodation for 
about 20 families is being considered by T.C. 
Northern Gas Board, Grainger-st., Newcastle. 
are to build a benzole recovery plant, Howdon 
Gasworks 


extensions to 
Heinz & Co., 


Wednesbury.—T,C. approved plans for 314 
houses, bungalows and 4 shops, Hateley Heath 
estate. 


Wellington.—R.D.C. propose 50 heuses. Plans 
by surveyor, J. T. Adams. | ; 

West Bromwich.—Alterations and_ extensions 
to shops, High-st., for Bargain Warehouses, 
Ltd., plans by T. Morris, 1, Waterloo-st., Bir- 
mingham. 

West Hart! . — Health Comm. has 
approved erection of nursery on Hartlepools 
trading estate at £13,000. 8. H. Richmond, 
Municipal-bldgs., West Hartlepool, is Boro’ A. 

West Lancs.—R.D.C. to negotiate tender for 
18 bungalows, Tailors-la.. Maghull. 

West Riding.—C.C. approved expenditure of 
£7,315 for alterations, Bingley Grammar 
School: £5,500 for additional accommodation, 
Eccleshill High Green Secondary School; 
£15.500 for second instalment of adaptations, 
Bridge House Special School; propose, subject 
to approvals, erection of county supplies depot 
early in 1951 at £225,000 est. 

Wigan.—T.C. anes new industrial estate. 
Warrington-rd.. Park-la.; providing for 12-15 
factories; new factory, Lamberhead 
estate. for N.W. Industrial Estates. 

Wolverhampton.—E.C. propose prim. and sec. 
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schools at Goldthorn Park. Plans by E., W. M. 
Law, Town Hall. 
Worcester. —T.C. have inted Willis, 
Liewellyn Smith & Waters, an itects, Worces- 
=. for improvement scheme to St. Peter’s 
00) 


Worcs.—O.C. propose suite of offices, St. 
John’s-rd., Stourbridge. County A., Cc. 
Lomas, Worcester. 

Wrexham. —Hospital Management Comm. 


approved expenditure of £6,500 for dispensary, 
nurses’ recreation room and other works at 
Maelor Hospital; £8,500 for additional lecture 
rooms at Memorial Hospital. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 
t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
j Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
Departments. 

Boldon.— Erection of Ey bungalows at Boldon 
Colliery, for U.D.C. Hindmarch, S.: *R. 
Brown & Sons (South Shiels). Ltd., 24, Lord- 
st., South Shields. 

Bolton.—29 houses at Leonard-st. estate, for 
T.C. Thomas P. Rae (L.), Housing Director: 
*F. Pardon, Ltd., Glebe-st., Bolton, £32,115. 

Bristol.—Conversion of Mangotsfield Isolation 
Hospital into reception centre for deprived 
children, for T.C.. W. A. James, F.R.LCS., 
City Estates 8S. & Valuer:— 

uick Bros., 52, Hill View, Henleaze ... £7,800 

H. Lippett "& Sons, la, Midland- rd. 


Staple Hill, Bristol . oe 7,288 
A. Tutton, Muller-rd., Bristol 7 1 7,200 
H. Willcock & Co., Lid., Fox-rd., Baptist 

Mills, Bristol 2 6,951 


Stone & Co., Ltd, Rediand-rd., Bristol 6 6,693 
J. A. — 22, Ralph- rd., Ashley Down, 


Bristol 7 6,672 
H. J. Walker ‘ ‘Sons, Station-rd., ” Fish- 
ponds, Bristo’ 6,564 
Tappenden & a. Druid Hill, Stoke 
Bishop, Bristol 6,440 


*W. H. Harper (Bristol), Ltd.; 25, 
Chandos-rd., Bristo a 6,037 
British Railways , ae Midland Region). 

—New railway contracts placed by L.M.R. 

F. Labbett & Sons, 258, Derby-rd., Nottingham, 

for labour for cleaning and S eialing of Derby 

St. Mary’s Goods Depot; Edward Wood & Sons, 

Ltd., 70, Park-st., Derby. for renewal of roof 

and pavings, ete., at Northampton Motive 

Power Depot, and for construction of Toton 

Centre signalbox ; Painters, Ltd., Mor- 

daunt-rd., Harlesden, N.W.10, for cleaning and 

pendes of span roof at St. Pancras Goods 
t; John Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., 

Palcioaxh st., Bolton, for hot ash pit, water 

crane foundations, etc., at Blackburn Motive 

Power Depot; Fairclough, Ltd., Adlington, 

Lancs, for reconstruction of bridge carrying 

occupation road over railway between Arley and 

a 


-—Houses for T.C. 16 at Lepp-cres.: 


oFrant Ward (Contractors), Ltd., £11,950; 50 at 
Littlewood No. 3 site: *J. E. France, Ltd., Uns- 
worth, £57,754 


Castletown (isle of Man).—30 houses at School 


Hill site. W. S. Quayle F.R.I-C.S., F.LA.A., 
29. Athol-st., Douglas. 

Molyneux (Liverpool), Ltd., Liverpool... £75.427 
Universal Housing Co., Douglas aes - OB,DGR 
W. E. Thompson, Onchan ... as --- 55,856 
N. R. Corlett, Ltd,, Peel 53,005 


*T. Hosker, Ltd., 39. West Quay, Ramsey 51,702 

Coseley.—40 houses, roads and sewers at 
Bamford estate, for U.D.C.: *K. E. Millard & 
Co.. Ltd., New Wolverhampton-rd., Oldbury, 
Worcs. 

Coventry.—Extensions at Holyhead-rd., for 
Messrs. Alvis, Ltd.: *Garlicks, Ltd., 42, Far 
Gosford-st., Coventry. 

_Craghead.—General building work ( in addi- 
tion to site works) for proposed factory for 
North-Eastern Trading Estates, Ltd., Gates- 
head, to be let to Webwear, Ltd. Architects, 
Napper & Taylor, 52, Eldon-pl., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *H. E. Pitt, Ltd., Leopold- st., Millfield, 
Sunderland. 

Daventry.—20 houses: eight at Jubilee-rd. and 
12 at Milton-rd. extension, for T.C.: *Bosworth 
& Wakeford, Ltd., New-st., Daventry, £11,450 
and £15,859. 

Durham.—Proposed maternity unit at Dry- 
burn Hospital, for Newcastle Regional Hospital 
Board, ‘“ Dunira,” Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Anderson (Contractors), Ltd., Stanmore- 
td., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Durham.—Erection of dining-room and kitchen 
at Felling Wardley County school, for E.C. 
G. R. ees. County Architect, Court-la., Dur- 
ham: *R. S. Appleby (Builders), Ltd.. Trafalgar- 
st., heathaiie on-Tyne (sublet from H. D. Hard- 
ing, Ltd., Dunston-on-Tyne). 

Ealing.—Site works and erection of prefabri- 
cated sports were at Walpole Park, for T.C. 
C. W. Seddon, M.I.C.E., B.E. & S.. Town Hall: 
*Parr-Head & Clemenis, Knowling, Derwent- 
yard, W.5, £1,562 (subject to M.H. approval). 
Tender sum includes ae for provision of 
Pavilion by Messrs. W. H. Colt, Son & Co., Ltd. 

East Hetton.—Erection of new county school 
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2 a Hetton, for Durham County E.C. Archi- 

R. Cla yton, Court-la., Durham: *Wright 
& oTellott Ltd., Chester-leSireet, £76,151 (sub- 
ject to M.E. approva 1). 

Gateshead.—Erection of . hostel on Beacon 
Lough estate to accommodate 16 old people, for 
ee m. 4. Chief Architect, Municipal- 
bidgs., Gateshead: *M. S. Failes, Ltd., 199 
Coatsworth-rd., Gateshead. 

Gosport.—s2 houses on council’s housing es- 
tates, for T.C. B.E.: *Hawkins Bros. (Gos- 
port), Ltd., 126-130, Forton-rd., Gosport, Hants, 

4 P 

uildford.—S:x houses and two bungalows at 
The Street, Puttenham, for R.D.C. J. W. Wil- 
ton," E. & S., Millmead "House : eee y- & Lake, 
Rosalie, Wrecclesham, Farnham, £9,670. 

Guildford .—Four blocks of four flatted dwell- 
ings and one pair of houses with incidental 
works at Farleys-cl., West Horsley, for R.D.C 
J. W. Wilton, E. & *S., Millmead House: *Mr. 
S. H. Skinner, 74, Bracken-path, Epsom, Surrey, 
£17,624. 

Halesowen.—16 houses at Howley Grange > 
tate, for T.C.: *Titford Property Co., Ltd. ; 
at Colley-la., Cradley: tTaylor Bros., 2, eg 
la., Cradley, £8,493 

Harrogate.—24 houses at Stonefall Park 
estate, for T.C. L. H. Clarke, M.I.Mun.E. (A.), 
B-E.: *Arthur Gevtanees. Hookstone Chase. 
Harrogate (8); *T. Robson, 6, Newlands-ave., 
Harrogate (8); *F. Pilkington, Pannal Ash, 
Harrogate (8). 

endon.—Works for T.C. Erection of 72 flats 
and completion + garages at Malcolm-cres.: 
a Malcolm, Ltd., £80,445. 

erefordshire.—Alierat:ons and additions at 

Kinattone and Madley County Sec. Sch., for 
C.C. McKewan, Hillmore & McKewan, 318, 
Hamstead-rd., Handsworth, Birmingham 20. 
Quantities by Vale & Kingsford, 21, Waterlwo- 
rd., Wolverhampton: *Hiles Bros. & Mussell, 
The Forge, Belmont-rd., Hereford. 

Heston and Isleworth._Works for T.C. 102 
“Easiform” dwellings at Hounslow West 
estate: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., £133,003; 530 
houses and four flats at Hounslow West estate: 
*Lancaster Contractors (London), Ltd.. £67,649. 

Houghtor-le-Spring.—136 “ Easiform” houses 
on the Barnwell estate, for U.D.C.: *J. Laing 
& Sons, Carlisle. 

Leicester.—Junior school at New Parks, for 
E.c.: *J. Clarham & Sons, Ltd., Knighton 
Junction Works. Leicester. 

Litherland.—36 flats at Field-la., 
*Direct Labour, £57,590. __ : 

Liverpool.—Works for City Council. Roads 
and sewers at Croxteth estate: *Lloyd & Cross, 
Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £229,929; block 
of 12 flats at Hunter-st., together with roads 
and sewers and retaining wall: *Direct Labour, 
£24,600; conversion of Kirkby Woods Hostel 
No. 1, Old Rough-la., Kirkby, into 145 flats: 
*Marshall Bros. (Builders), Ltd., 3-5, Salop-st., 
Liverpool 4, £53,335 (all subject to M.H. 
approval) 

Erection of extension to City College of Com- 
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merce, Tithebarn-st.: *Wm. Hall & Son, Lid., 
Liverpool, £58,940 ; erection of extension at Old 
Swan Technical Institute, Broad Green-rd. : 
Wearing & Sons, Ltd., Liverpool, £87,000 (both 
subject to M.E. *approval). 

Erection of hutments for training school pur- 
poses and extensions to exercise yard at Speke 
Fire Station: *H. Brookfield & Sons, Ltd., 23, 
Mayfield-rd., eae 19, £6,678. 

L.C. lect installation at Sleaford-st. 
school, Battersea Park-rd., 8, for L.C.C.: 
*Alpha ae & Co., Ltd., 


21, Cedars-rd., 

GYLondon (Air Ministry). —Contracts to value 
of £500 or over for week ended J 
Alterations and 
re G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., Little og 

- Lanes. Painting work: C. J. Else & 

Lid., Matlock, Derby; Geo. Jones Q “Son 
Cotte) Lid., Liverpool, 6. General maintenance 
work: Gordon Durham & Co., Ltd., Workington ; 
James Millar & Sons, Carlisle. 

GLondon (M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 
M.O.W. for week ended January 21:— 

London: Victoria and Albert Museum, Inter- 
nal repairs and decorations, Decorative Art 
Guild, 43, Lower Belgrave-rd., 8.W.1; National 
Maritime Museum, Greenwich, Restoration of 
east wing, Halse 5, Chapel-hill, 
S.E.18; 97-99, Park-st., W ‘1, Alterations and re- 
decorations, F. R. Freeman, Ltd., 13, 14, Chapel- 

N.W.1. Berkshire: Ministry’ of Food Abat- 
= Abattoir-rd., Reading. | ag mo = and 
additions, Harry’ Russell, Qtd., Reading-rd., 

ey, nr. Reading. A.M Falmouth 
County High School, Falmouth, fy of tem- 
pee school building, Geo. G. Davey, Triesooth 
ills, Penryn.. Glamorganshire : A.T.E. Fforest- 
fach, Swansea, Adaptations, Williams ibcmee a 
Ltd., Richardson-rd., Swansea. Lincolnshire : 
Head ei Spalding, Alterations and adapta- 
tions, Bradshaw b aaag (Contrs.), Ltd., Alex- 
andra-rd., Skegn Middlesex: Hatch End 
pf Extensions ‘snd alterations, T. W. Rodgers 
& Sons, 135a, High-st., Barnet. Northampton- 
shire: Polish ‘Wochaical School, Silford Hall, nr. 
Thrapston, Alterations and adaptations. Loakes 


& Pittitt, Ltd., Pe, Thrapston. Stafford- 
on P.O. and —_ Alterations to 
form new power-room, Wotton, Ltd., 


Pinfold, Bloxwich. Burren Tolworth, Erection 
of office building, Taylor Woodrow Contrs. Co., 
Ltd., Ruislip-rd., Southall, Middx. Werwick- 
shire : Midland T.E., Hill-st., Birmingham, Pro- 
vision of welfare accommodation on 3rd floor, 
F. Deeley, Ltd., 208, High-st., Harborne, Bir- 
mingham. 

London (M.W.B.).—Three houses at Lee 
Bridge works: *Davies Bros (Buckhurst Hill), 
Ltd., £9,788 (subject to M.H. approval). 

{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended January 
21:— * 


Leicestershire : Builders’ work, H. Hammond 
& Sons, Ltd., Loughborough. Cumberland : 
Electrical work. Electra (B’ham 1935). Ltd., 


Scarborough. Yorks: Painting work, W. Key 
& Co., Ltd., York; Painting work, A. Hector 
Grabham, Ltd., Sunderland. Hants: Heating 


and hot-water installation work, Fretwell Heat- 
ing Co., td. London. Gloucestershire : 
Builders’ ‘work, J. Simmonds, Gloucester. Kent : 
Builders’ work, Amalgamated Building Contrac- 
tors, Ltd., London. Edinburgh : Builders’ work, 
John Crow & Sons, Edin burgh. Co. Antrim: 
Road and drainage work, James Ross & Son 
(Contractors), Ltd., Belfast. 
Mablethorpe and Sutton 
U.D.C.: *H. Donugill, 17, 
thorpe, £46,000. 
Middlesbrough.—First stage in the scheme for 
proposed new "5 5d Secondary school, for 
EC. Architects, . Milburn & Partners, 9, 
Esplanade, Senditine: Supply and erection of 
16 aluminium classrooms: *Bristol Aeroplane 
(Housing), Ltd., £24,600. Site and ancillary 
works: *Dougill & Son, Chestnut-st., Darlington, 
£28,260. ; Ts 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Alterations and additions 
to X-ray dept. at General Hospital, for New- 
castle Regional Hospital Board: *George Bain- 
bridge. Westgate-+rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, £9.000. 
Northampton. —Bugbrooke &. Nether Heyford 


—32 houses for 
Victoria-rd., Mable- 


sewerage scheme, for R.D.C.: E. Millard & 
Co., Ltd., New Be atl 5 -td., Oldbury, 
Worcs, £58,169 


—Alterations to form X-ray 
Hospital. for Newcastle 
*Hastie D. Burton, 


Pe Shields. 
ept. at Preston 
ional Hospital Board: 

Region King-st., Tynemouth. 

+Oakham.—24 houses with sitedevelopment off 
Burley-rd., for U.D.C. F.J. Lenton & Partners, 
16, Broad- ‘st.. Stamford, Lines: *J. S. Clark, 9, 
Penn-st., Oakham, 008. 

Oldham.—26 houses at Limeside estate, for 
B.C.: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., Knutsford, 
Cheshire (extension to contract). 

Oldham.—Office block at Central Mill, for 
Central Mill Co., Ltd.: ‘Septimus Taylor, Lid., 
Oldham. 

Radeliffe.—Houses for B.C. Two and eight 
aged persons’ bungalows: *Greenwoods Build- 
ing Industries, Ltd., Oldham; three blocks of 
six, three blocks of four, two pairs, and ore 
block of four maisonettes: *Greenwoods Build- 
ing Industries, Ltd., Oldham. six block, £7,340 
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each, four block, £5,732 each, pairs, £2,508 each 
and maisonettes ‘£3,104 (subject to M.H. 
approval); one block of four and one pair: 
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*Wm. Clare, four block £5,372 each, pair £2,508 
(subject to M.H. approval); four pairs: *Wm. 
Unsworth & Sons, Ltd., £2,508 each (subject 
to M.H. approval). 

Rochdale.—B.C. Seven shops, six maisonettes, 
two flats amd seven garages at Kirkholt estate. 
*J. Hobson & Sons, Ltd., Nottingham; 10 
bungalows and 16 two- storey flats: *J. Hobson 
. — Ltd., Nottingham (extension to con- 
rac 

St. Marylebone.—Erection of 48 flats, junction 
of Gloucester-pl. and .Park-rd. Architects, 
Gollins, Melvin and Partners, 21, Russell-sq., 
W.0.1. | *Wilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 27, Ashley- 
pl., S.W.1. 

Salford.—Extensions and — yg 
Greenbank Residential Nursery, Bury 
Kersal, for T.C.: - Fisher yea’ sa” 
Manchester, £6,164 

Shotley Bridge.—Extension to radiotherapy 
dept. at Shotley Bridge Hospital, for the New- 
castle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital Board: *John 
— & Sons, ‘Corporation- -st., Newcastle-on- 

yn 

‘South Kesteven.—Four houses at Tallington 
for R.D.C. H. Parsons, architect, Council 
a 41, North-st., 

W. B. Plant, Maxey, Peterborough... 4 
iat Taylor, Walton, Peterborough 6,296 

Longland, Langtoft, Peterborough 5,978 
k 7 Holmes, Market Deeping, Peter- 

borough ... 5,956 
*Taylor & Jones, Nassington, “Peter- 

borough 5,771 

Staffs.—Primary school Moat Heuse-la., 
Wednesbury, for C.C.: R. Godfrey & 
ee ae 10, Clifton-st., gon Md 

Stoke Newington.—18 flats on site of 19-33 
(odd), Defoe-rd., for B.C. Howes & Jackman 
(FF.), 1, Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1: 

Jerram, Ltd., Sandford-rd., E.6 (exten- 
= of contract). 

Stone.—Houses for. R.D.C. 14 at Tittensor: 
*Moulton Oonstruction Co., Ltd., Tunstall, 
roy ig four at Croxton: *W. Willis, Hanley, 

5,390. 

Stroud.—20 houses at Ebley, for U.D.C. &., 
Council Offices: *Wheatley Rogers & Smith, 
Ltd., The Green, Stonehouse, Glos, £21,156. 

Sutton-in-Ashfield.—6 bungalows at Columbia- 
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architects, Mansfield-rd., Sutton-in-Ashfield: 
*T. A. Herrod & Co., Lid., Alfreton-rd., Sutton- 
in-Ashfield, £6,378. 

Wantage.—Roads and sewers, for 
W. G. Stanbrook, A.ILA.A., 26a, North Brook- 
mt Newbury: *Tilbury Construction Co., Ltd., 

7,271. 


Wellington (Salop).—34 houses at Rawley-rd., 
for U.D.C. Walter B. Bond, ohne ge Colmore- 
ows. 3, Newhall-st., Birmingham, tLewis 

os. (Wednesfield), Ltd., TT ay 
Woinestiold: Wolverhampton. 
*West Bridgford. —18 houses at Vicarage Green, 


for U.D.O. E. & S., The Hall. Quantities by 
Messrs. Gleeds, Nottingham: *W. R. Blood 
worth & Sons, 23, Wilford-la., West Bridgford, 


Nottingham, £22,816. 

West Lancs.—Houses for R.D.C. 2 and eight 
flats at Aughton: *J. & R. Woods, 80, Orrell-la., 
Burscough, £41,138; 24 and eight flats at Lamb: 
shear-la. Lydiate : *Sefton Building Co., 
Ormskirk-rd., Liverpool, £41,138 (both Sahel 
to M.H. approval). 

+West Mersea.—Six houses at Firs-rd., for 
U.D.C. E. G. Wilks, 4a, Market-st., Cambridge. 
Quantities by Reekes & Mann, 23, *Bloomsbury- 
sq., London, W.C. 


C. M. White, “West Mersea £10,647 
a. Evers, Tiptree... ... 10,240 
tw. A. Hiils & Sons, Ltd., Colchester - ... 10,128 


(Subject to M. H. approval.) 
Westminster.—Demolition of | Westminster 
Hospital for proposed new a Office : 
*Demolition & Construction Co., Ltd., 3, St. 
James’s-sq., S.W.1. 
Widnes.—Erection of fish eee s adjacent to 


St. John’s Market, for T.C. Brendan 
House: *H. ‘Bevan (Builders), Ltd., 321, Ditch- 
fold-rd., Widnes, £4,699 (subject to M.H. 
approval). 


York.—Two blocks of three-storey maison- 
ettes (16 housing units), Alneter., for T.C. 

as. J. Minter, City E. & Arch.: *R. J. Pulleyn 
& ‘Sous, York, £16,385. 
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